
OUR SOCIETY
CONCERNING BOYS.

Like a tgooî stiaiy ut lier Ipeuffle %vlio five tu lie gieaiti-, Ille
b)oy .t.irîs ini lifie wvitîhuuîa shlirt to lsis baek. Nlo,,t folkz liave tu

toil for years to, gaini a sinll ilxare of Ille woria1l's 11)1pl;1118u. blit Ille
first timie tie boy gets a laok-iî: silln tliis sinfusl eaî'th, lIss per
-titre is greeted witi louid chieers :îid wvaviîîg ofaii aukere.liiefs; anid
a hurried deîîutafîon, ceanzstîng of graudîna and Ille nxaîîîiîiy nurse
waîits upoti ?a, ini die <isiner ruons, %viti Ille sur prî-sinlg inîforma-
tion tLait it's a boy allier ail-as iliougîî tlîey liad quite exlpeeîed it
%Vas froiîi ta bc ant elelhliant or a tivo-lieaded e:îlf.

Thie first vear or s of ia boy's lifé is anc af p)ure anîd uniiter-
rîoîpted bliss. Ile site in sulein grandeur, wraieu ini :au oid
flaiî:el 1icîticoat, inIll uclierrul sociely of' uit india rubber tube

:uîx1 : titi of condeuused milk, widîi uîotlin, to do ail day long ex-
tepli b uAiî tluc flics away froin Oie bald ý,:fat on Ille toi) of lsis licad.
h. is tuot tili lie lias autaiuîd Ille miatuire a-e aof seven or ci-lit titai
lie begiîîs ta liîid ont Osit there is sante objectioiî:ble lieusoux living
in lsis lîvuise, calîcul Ma, %vlio is always ready iilî 1îeî'ioîîaI rctiîarks
wlucu au felloiw contes lionie iiii tie aiter 1part of Ille rigging ofÇ lisz
troisers torii aw:îy, axnd whan iuivariauly fusters tiue wvild deluisioî

Illet a felaw% lias becîî figliîing juist bcauze lie lias gar a black eye,
auîd can't rciiciiber wlierc lie lias lcft lsis front icetli. But tiic
liorr;dcst îlîing about tlie bouse is Ille fat Iihîle iinan witi nuo 'nair on
Isis hicad, called Pa, who conties hoante every ni-uî, aîud wvaiîts to

k îwliowv nuany Pennies ilîakcz îwopcence l:lfenand wliy
Iviiliauul die Colicjueror did it wlucti lie cauldn't hlcp hiisclf. lit is

alwavs .1 jîrableîil to Ille zs:niia boy 10iy lie bias to keep) îhesc twa
interiering lecoFble laingabout Ilic place ; anrd ,:otnetinez,, after
ali exciîng, bunt iiîusuccessfnil ;ufîeMît tu dodge tie oId insi round
the front parior, wliîi lie is left alaxie %vilh Ille feeling" tlle t 'CS
nueli morec oifortablc stanîding ni> tliasi sittiug, doxx'i, lie cali'f

lieîji tliiiikiin wvliit foi il %vould bc if litie boys could be borsi
uprpbluatis. l'Isis Pa business is onîe of sints dclirezsing- drawbacks

aun citeriirisingr boy lias ta content] witlî. Mieîn lie gets to bie
about faxîrtcen lie feels kt is siuiply paubletie ta Ilave ta stanîd by
and listcu ta lsis tâliîer's apliignuorance oif Ille world ; and

wlîu hIe linie cantes for liiii1 Io be aillowved oul alouue, if lie sluould,î't
liîilplîetu Io reaclu huune till about iniidiuiglit once or twvice a weck,

Ille fmss ilhat is modiue about it is inost irrîî;tating,. Iuucced, sottie-
tunes, on iliese occasion,,, tUie aId ma:n is pasitively rudc ta liim

It is ' e*v îîice for a box' ta bc alwavs goud anîd obeulieîî anid
.1di t1at, but as a nile thant kind oi boy never gets to be lit fur inuchi

cIsc. It senus iiatui'al for a lit!altluy-iiiiid(edl bov ta have a d;iy aff
%vils Satan once ils au whIile; and( ilîcre is a guad dieal af niture
about the bay wha gets; III ou n fille etuuunuuer's- unornitig, and :îfier

syîghi, prayers wisli diiful reýgula.ritv, gocs oît ;litd breaks a
%wiiidaw% or jîumclles ;unotlicr boy on Ilic nase, l'aie paintully gomi
little boy iîcvcr strikes tîiilir boy, bectiei's 4i1rtll. It gelier-
adly is-extrcincly sinful, esp)eci.-lly, if die oilher boy can figlît.

Wlîcen Ille avcrage,- boy e ta bc saiîcwlvierc about nine, lie
luegins Ia realize flluat lic lias lived ail lon- wvidîaut aîîyl)bdy tl

love. andi the carcs of bacheclorhîoot' arc begýiuîîiîi- ta tel] upon
liiiiu. '1'lîcn, anc fatal day, tuie ide.suire ai lis cornpanv is

neuctu t i danîcing p;urty in sie tii liliourliaod, ans] during
UIl eveiig lie flnds hinuseif' seated ini the cornter beside .1

lovely youing mrature, wiuhî flufy liair, wlio can't daunce because
Aie lins a gore toc; and! sudulcnly tie tifferable ycarniîug-1

toutes sillon liiiu fa inurse tlîat foc till dIcatli. Ilc crawls
haoine tlîaî niglît iit a lock of hnir in lus trouscrs p)ockct and1

au hcavy buîrdeî atIslis hueart, wlîiich is parstly Ilie ccstai.cy cf
uîndivig lave ntlInîîrtly duie effert oi îuixing stralwberry-icc Nvillu
saisage- roll. Tice next dny lie waits for lier xvlicn scîtool is over,
and p)reýse upio: ber a littde keeps.-ke ini siehup of a picce of

slIatc pencil or a couille ai tiddlcrs; in a îiklrt jar; and
afier a wliilc îhîcy %viii go out fiilîiiiug togeditler, zîud ccelivill hold Isis
radl iâile lic gocs rounid ta slîy a stane at aiîotier boy's float. By

degrees thie al~î cquaititancc ripeîus into dcp and isnperishaý-ble

alkuîiaon ; anîd Ille îîcxt xxeck site sucs soitiebodl site likes f'i
and lie lias gaIt aniother girl. ie Iuecuiar tiile a.bout the boy i
fluit ini alfler ye:rs lie ilever marries Ille ewéc.tle lrt ofIslis baylitiu'.l.
It mna*v be because tliey bave clriited :iparî on tlle reniarseless .;(,a C't
tinte ; but Ille likliest reasoii is tii:uî durits.~ lîiz boyluood lic has la:ud
[lie advaîiîage oi' secinig làot situ can figlît, ar! hoe contues ta fll c jjj
cluision tdiat kt isii't god etuoiigli. Boys xvill bu boys;, bless 'eum
anid l'lit -lad la tlliik tit iL'b liaI iliiil luiîgel.i gO titani yestcr.ta
.'ile 1 w:us a1 hîy nyself.
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