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TIIE MO~SQUITO. (Gidex.)

*Ther can bc but few persons living in our Dominion, whio are unacquninted with
thsnoxious little insect, for with a natural rudeness, akin to titat possesscd by

saine members of te huiian family, it invariably tlîrusts itbelf into society, ani be-
cornes so paiîîfuîlly fitmiliar, that nny one pos5sessud of thq ,Iilitebt feeling is obligcd
te retire from its presenc in d isgust. lit is, however, a happy circuinstancethat
titis two-winged intruder is possessed of a very short life, nnd th at a few iweeks at
most are generally sufficient to put an end to its existence, for assuredly if allowed
to try cur tempers ail the vfenr round, it would require more than ordinary efforts to
hubdue thu passion engenderud by inflammation, whicb is unhappily the usual resuit
9f its dreaded attack.

Thie mosquito 1 vos moisture. Born iiA somne stagnant pond, it seemý to imbibe
a naturaj inclinati for dampness ; and on warni rainy evenings in summer, the
forest, especially in the neighibourhood of swamps, ie absolutely filled with them.
Lt is at sucli a time that both mon and cattie lhurry nwny to tite clearingq, for no
liviný creature possessed with a pierceable skin, could possibly withsiand the
attauks of tixese venomnous inseuts for any Ion gtb of thîuo. And it is net alone in
our owa country that the atosquito exists, but ini almost ail parts of the world ;'the
sulent shiores of the Arctie Sea, having thuir representative mosquitos es well as thç
dense forests of the torrid zone. Tiiere aro many diffurent s pecs of musquitos
aise;- thoso of the trupies and bouthern hemiajihere being dissimitar cither in form or
size to those of tiie northern rugions. Nova Seotia herseif possesses* two known
species, Culez s1itzdnans and C. provocan8, made known te the entomological world
years ago throngh the indefatigablo labours cf Lieut. Redman. Our Acadian Mos-

*quitos excued in size almost ail kaowa iasects of e genus in collections, aithougli
we have huard by report that the mosquitos of Labrador are mueh larger ; a faet,
however, net satisfaetorily proved. As we have said before, ià is impossible for
any one to remain in our forests during the vyarmn days and nights of summer with
any degree of eomfort, owing te the perpetual annoyance eccurring fromn the
enslaught of bundreds, nay thousands of these blood-thirsty creatures But what
are such attacks compared with those made in other climes qpoa unfortunate
tra.vellers. In Lapland, their numbers are se prodigieus as te bo cornpared te a
snow storm when the flakes fail thickest, or the dust of the earth. Tenatives
cannot take a mouthful of food, or lie dowa te sleep in their cabias unless thy be
fumigated almost te suffocation. In the air yen cannet draw vour breath witheut
having your mouth and abstrils filled with them ; and unguents of tar, flsh grease,
or nets steeped, in fetid bireh oil, are scareely suffloient te proteet evea the case-
hardeaed outiote of the Laplander fromn their bite. In certain districts of France,
the accurate Reaumur states that lie lias seen people whose arma and legs have
become quWte monstrons from wouuds ilicted by mospuitos, and in some cases in
snob a state as to render it doubtfnl whether amputation would net be neoessary.
la the neighbourhood of the Crimea, the Russiaùt soldiers are obligea to sleep in,
saaks te defend themselves from the Mosquitos ; ani even this is net a snffioient
secnrity, for several of themn die in consequence of mortification produced by the
bite of these furions bleodsuckers. This faot la related by Dr. Clarke, ana te its
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