NN

Tle Iowenal of Dgrienlbure for Fobu Seotin,

101

viating from theold path, I would say,im-
port a dynamomoter, and test ploughs on
the ground, and let tho farmers sce how
mony useless pounds of horse-flesh thoy
ave annually throwing away,by employing
the old swing wedge shaped ploughs, in-
stead of the lever shnped wheel ploughs of
Messsrs. Howard or Ramrome & Siwms.
Referring once more to the duty on ma-
chinery, there is no reason why the
splendid clay Iauds about Newport
should not be brought into cultivation by
the steam plough, earning thirty per cent.
in the way Mr. Prout has in ISugland,
dut the duty alone would come to some-
thing like three hundred pounds. I see
if I ever want to publish I must finish,
but I have not said one half that I wish
to. I cannot go into practieal drainage in
this article, and any thinking man must
see how subordinate it is to the subject
on which this articie mainly bears. T'o con-
dense ns much as possible, few men pos-
sess suflicient capital to own, drain,
manure and work their farms, to give the
most profitable returns ; wherever this is
tho case it is to the advantage of the
farmer to borrow capital to work one or
more properties, to release lis own and
substitute that of somo one clse, as a
farm unworked and unmanured can only
be compared to a store without goods.
But referring to the remarks of M,
Dickson. Farmets should recollzct that
wortgaging for tie purpose of drainage is
dangerous, and not by any meauns as safe
as a ten year’s lease under a landlord,
unless the furmer has other securities to
fall back upon, for the followirg reasong:
everything appears to tun riot, to use a
sporting termafter drainage ; the increas-
ed warmth of the land starts every weed
seed, the accumulation of perhaps centar-
ies, growing, and the farmer, unless he
keeps good coutrol over his crops, may
have the mortification of secing an im-
mense mass of rubbish, iustead of vulu-
able grain; this will not pay interest
money, and consequently the straishtened
circumstance of a poor mun, might be
taken advantage of With a ten year's
lease, as almost every landlord kuows
more or less of the principle of agricul-
ture, except in cases of gross carelessuess
in the tenant negledting to clesn his erops,
no advaniage would be taken of a had
season, the same would be the case with
Government Scenrity, the objeet being to
increase the gencral prosperity of the
country. :

A few more remarks and I have done
for the present.  Should the Legislature
advance money for @raining, us it cer-
tainly will ultimately and the sooner the
better for its own credit, the security
should not be the farm but the drainage
itself, thus leaving the farm itself to be
mortgaged, to work the drained farm or
supply tenart’s capital. X know that this

" Is taking a very advanced and liberal

\

view of the whole subject, but not one
bit more than the exigency of tho crse
requires, for I have shown that if, accord-
ing to the experiments shown above, the
land does deteriorato in that ratin, that
tho thorough restoring the land to its
old state of fertility is almost an impossi-
bility, and consequently tho best that a
farmer can do is to keep up his balance
of fertility from haud to mouth; this ne-
cessitates increased fucilitics fur purchas-
ing, feeding steck, purchased lvod, ar-
rangments for saving manure, &e., &c.,
all requiring tenant’s or working capital,
As many may think that my idea of the
rapid deterioration of the land is simply
the working of a morbid imagination, let
them take an extensive drive through the
country, particularly where the clay soil
predominates, and question the farmers
themselves, and see how many would sell
out before they are starved out. Look at
the articles in the different Agricultural
Journals, one long article in the Maine
Farmer, headed, What shall we do to be
saved ? 'This article points out the seat of
the disease very plainly, but the remedy
is very absurd, the furms are to be restor-
ed by farmers going more into speciali-
ties, keeping sheep, and raising fruit, as if
sheep did not draw on phosphate and
nitrogon as much as anything else, and
as regards fruit, I think it is the Rev.
Ward Beecher, once a great advocate for
raising it, stated that after years of ex-
perience, he had come to the couclusion,
that, it paid sbout as well as anything
else, when the same time, trouble, skill
and eapital were employed in raising it.

I must now close wiih the following
apology for taking so much of your room
up. When first I commenced tile draining
@ scientific geutleman, then resident in
Windsor, who took great interest in my
operations, remarked, that it would not
be long Lefore every one would follow
my example. I confessed to having
great doubts. He then told me how rapid-
ly these improvements had been taken
up in the poorest parts of Scotland, re-
marking that surely the residents about
Windsor would be as enterprising and
intelligent. ‘Time has shown that my
doubts were nat without foundation ; con-
sidering tha’ . y draining  was successful
in every way, andappears to be universally
approved of by all the practieal farmers,
it scemed strauge that it had rot been
more upivessally carrie! om. I have
given the reasous to the best of my abili-
ty, that is the thorough iinorance as
to the application of furm capital, I know
that to n certuin extent this articie is
rambling and egotisticalthe former. 1 can-
not help, as writing for the press is not
my business and 1 have tackledw very
deep subject; as regards the latter: Ehad
to refer to myself as being the only @ L
know of who has completely deviated
from tho beaten track. Although it does

not belong to this article, X cannot close
without one illustration of the indirect

advattages of draining ; last year ¥ prac-

ticed an easy method of getung out tur-
nips, much in vogue in Eungland, by
plonghing out with a very broad shear,
cutting the tap roor, Lut the men com-
plained that it made it inconvenient to
get hold of the tup, so0 this year by way of
improvement, weo fixed broad chisel
shaped blades to wooden handles, and
with one of these implements a man can
top a3 fast as he can walk; the plough
then follows and leaves .” ¢ turnips on the
ground, with nothing more to be done
than to pick them uo and throw them
into a cart. "This was carried on success-
fully wherever the land was drained, bat,
on & small undrained piece the old tedi-
ous, expensive operation of pulling had
to be resorted to.

Any remarks made in this article that
may appear to be offensive, mus. be taken
in the fair spirit of criticism in which they
aro offered ; the writer does not pretend to
censure anybody, believing that the Cen-
tral Board have always conscientiously
performed their duty tu the best of their
ability, but the 1estoting, or rather forcing
agriculture into the position it should
hold will require a great deal of mental
labor, and the united cfforts of the whole
country,
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MR. CARR'S ACCOUNT OF TIHE
SHORT HHORNS OF HILLHURST,
COMPTON, QUEBEC.

(From Bell's Weekly Messenger.)

Mr. Cochirane’s fuun of Ilillhurst now
consists of about 1000 acies of fine roll-
ing land, almost in one biuck, and well
watered  with  springs and brooks, the
haunt of many « speckled trout. It lies
between (wo picturesque valleys, about
three mi'es fiom the Compton station of
the Grand Trank Railway of Canada
110 miles east of Montreal, 120 south of
Qucbee, and 18 north of the boundary
line betvreen Canada snd the United
States. The soil is, for the wost part,
a fing, deep,.gravelly loam, well adupted
tu the growth of grass, spring Wheat,
aud Turnips, which sare the principal
crops, though Oats, Barley, and Indian
Corn ure also cultivated to o smaller ex-
tent.  About 500 ucres ave in permanent
meadow and pasture, the herbage of which
is luxuriant and vividly green, with a
close spontancons undergrowth of white
Clover, whidh appears to make the sheep
and lambs only too fat. Nearly 130
acres ave under a course of rotation. The
remaining portion of the estate is chiefly
woodland, and ground marshy from
springs, or cumbered with forest stumps
and glacial houlders. Much of this wood-
land is Maple, valuable for the extraction
of sugar, the annual yield of which on



