THE PRESBYTERIAN COUNCIL.

BY REV.

The Fifth Council of the Allinnee of
the Reformed Churches holding  the
Presbyterian System, met in Toronto
from the 21st to the 30th Septentbher.
It was in all respecis o suceessiul meei.
ing~—undoubtedly the great ceclesiasti-
cal event of the year on the American
continent. ‘The members, ministers and
elders, came by appointment of their
Churches from all purts of the world,
from Europe. Great Britain, Asia, Africa
North and South America, the Western
Tslands, Australin and New  Zealand,
They represented 91 distinet Presbyter-
ministers,
69.-

inan  organizations. 23.931
2,594 Veentiates, 120,933 clders,
805 4,169
dents, 3,020,765 sabbath school pupils,
4,092,965 communicants and 20,000,000
adherents. We venture to think that
very many are ignorant of the progress
and position of Presbyterianism as thus
set forth by figures whirh are in no
way exaggarated.

deacons theologieal  stu-

The question is sometimes asked,
what is the wuse of
Councils? Do thev accomplish any-
thing (o Justify their exis{ence?
They do, judged by a purely utilitarian
standard they serve mauny worthy pur-
poses, They colleet through
and reliable channels, a vast amount

1hese great

official
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of valuable information, which is pub-
lished in their proceedings regarding the
life,

sorial movements and missionary eiforts

organization, history, religious

of the Reformed Churches, They voice
the opinions of leading wen in these
churches, and often the unmnimous judg-
ment of the entire assembily upon many
of the great questions of the day. They
wive encouragement in the form  of
moral influence and finaneial aid to
weak and struggling churches, Bohemia
may be named as having enjoyed these
benefits.  And surely it is a good thing
that churches in their corporate capa-
as well as
should bear one another’s burdens, and

so fulfil the the law of Christ,

city individaal ULelievers

Each suceessive Conneil has  taken

steps  to  bring about a wise
adjustment of the work of all
Protestant  churclies and  Mission.

ary Societies on Toreixm Mission fields,

s0 as to preveat conflivt and secure
cordial co-operation in carrying outl the
Savior’s great commission to his prople
ta cvangelize the world, Efforis in this
direction require time. paticnee. per-
severancee, and much heavenly wisdom.
but they canvot fail (o be profitable,
Great good musi resull from a caveful

consideralion and comparicon of the




