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the consequence of abuses and neglects in practice or of onc-sidedness andexaggeration in dogrnatie teaching." Canwiew~onder that manyw'ere re-pelledfrom the Churchi and the Chiristianity she professed to exhibit, by the narrowbigotry ivhich sav no truth beyond its limited circle of belief, and b>' the cruelpersectitioni wvlich hunted those who were flot prepared to l)ronounce its shib-boletlis, is mcxx unfit to live ? Can we wonder that many shuddered at thesound of the Churclh's Ioud anathema, and i:ere perplexed for a time, in theirchoice of evils, between a pampered superstition and an excommunicatedscepticisiim? It has been the reproach of the Churchi more than once in thecourse of lier history wvhen men asked bread to give them a store, content toformulate lier iron creeds, and build up a theoretjc orthodoxy rather thanl tograpple %vith the great problems of the realm of conduct-to join issue withthe demon forces that assailed humanit>' in the great battie of life. It is nowonder 1 bat ardent, poetic minds turned away from the days of a degenerateChristianit>' to the beautiful forins of ancient heathenism. To a soul yearningfor sonie kind of spiritual commun ion-some voices from the invisible Ivorld,it miglit well seem that anything wvas preferable to the cold forxnalism anddogmatic assuimption of the Church ivhich, while stili retaining the form ofgodliness, liad lost the power thereof:

I'd rather be
A pagan, suckled in a creed out worn ;

So niight J, standing on this pleasant lea,
Have glimpses that would niake me Iess forlorn-

Have sight of Pl ateus rJsing from the sea,
Or hear old Triton blow his wvreathèd hor.

Nothing can be a greater hindrance to the reception of Christianit>' on thepart of earnest and reverent men than the painful action of its professedexponents, Mihen the>' attempt to embody it ail ivithin the liniits of a fixedcreed-usefi as a stimulus ý.o provoke inquiry, flot as an iron bond to fetterand destro>' it-or, wvorse stili, when the>' present such glaring contrast betwveencorrect theory and narrow, unchristian life. It is flot everyone who undersuch melanchIol> circumstances ivili take the trouble to distinguish between theform and the substance, the letter and the spirit, and, turning aside from theunsatisfying things which are seen and temporal, contemplate the pure truthof God-unseen but eternal. For Christianit>' is greater than the best exempli-fication %vhich man can render of it, however honest and sincerE, 11.s desire tocarry out its matchless teaching. It is greater than the Churchi whose duty itis, none the less, to refleet in the midst of the world's darkness the rays of thelight from heaven. It is greater than any systemn or formula of belief, howeverwell articulated in its several parts or complete in its theological surve>'.Christianit>' is nothing more or less than the religion of the Lord Jestis Christ.It is not concerned with the outward surroundings but with the inward statt


