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The Last Day at
the South School.

Written for Farmn and Rome by Ielnetto
Lovewell,

o'EN In school
YCL?2 U Mrs Gale
askesd, as she
stoeped to pick
up the  Dbor-
rouwed tin she
had Just
droppeed.

Mrs  Brown
carefully let
the last drap
of hot fat fall
from the
doughnut she held pudsesd wn o fork
before replylng. “No, Mary, 1 hain't.
1 don't generally get tn 1 the Jast
day, fur, as I tell Joo, 1 hear aboeut
what's golng on In the school right here
at hoine, mor'n ‘sif I went fu usnd set
through one or tho clasges,”

“Well, I dunne, Sarah, there's o gongd
deal sald thiy term about the teacher,
and I feel fU's my duiy te find et
what's geitig o, Fur's I've nand, the
chitdren all think she's perfection, and
that to my way of thinking ix roasen
cnough for desirin® 0 chauge-. o my
miml, children never like 2 reel good
teacher. I dunne it yoeu  remembiet
Janc Bartlett, that tanught whey I went
to schonl, The younss « e Jidn't Hke
her Lecause thed werdo scart to death
of her, but she Jost knew haw o teach
them ‘rithimetde and spelin’. L.and!
they would s the multiplhoation ta-
ble to Yankee Daocdle, attd nany's the
Ume I've scen her stand over Lime
Woad with a ruler till he could spell
the words hie mlasal

Mra Broavn Hfted her eves fram the
pan of savory,  beautifuily  browned
doughnuts and 1xed them  upon the
face of Lier guest, My brother Joe used
10 156 20 hert whie sadd, and 1 yememe
ber how le'd wtandy hls = tln’ e-ok o
home nights il he couid  wp. )l the
words hack'ands and for'ards, hut as
soon ar he'd get up to 'l he caublin't
Temember one, Every thue he missed
one fhe'd give Bim a2 crack with the
ruler. but after all, I dunno us 3l cver
taught him to spell”™

*From what T hear =ald,* put in Mrs
Gale darkly, thig laxt teacher Is aleut
the worst fur notlensg of any thoy've
had snee they began talking  abeut
these nermal fdeas  From what they
tell, she"a the only reel graduate that
hax cver taught here, and 1 heard her
teling Charlie Spoaner that she enme
cut here to atudy existin®  canditions
and get a broader view of her wark.
T shud have had more Tespert fur hier
If she'd malkl she was teachin® fur the
meney xhe got*

“So Charlette war n-tellin® me, but
hev ot heard about there nnt helng
any last Qay thix term””

*Thats just what I was goin” (o men.
tlon. T think semethin® ort to be dune
about 18, AMrs Gale’s thin Upx =t
themezelves In unpleazant Unes and hes
high-pitrhed Volce Tose wWwith  exclte.
ment. 1 heard her a-tellin® Mrs Gll-
man right before ttle Harmry that the
1dea of an exhibhitlon nt the ¢nd of the
1erm had Deen given up years age, and
that she coubln™t spend tme fur ¥je.
clal preparation. T rav fur a girl a-pre.
tendin® ta teach =chonl, that don't take
Interest enourh In her work t» get up
A laxt day, 1t I8 pretty wsmall 1alk, Sakes
allva? hote we ust o eonnt on the Inat
Aay fur weeks betorchant ™

Mz Rronn occupied liersell by une
plnning her rleevex and alnwly unrali-
ing them until her Jarg~ bate arme
were apaln coverel.  TPmbubly ahne's
ke il the ext of them. tearh n Tow
terme Aand then gt martind They are
tellin® though that xhie Is makin® a rege
ular fonl of that Clharlle Sproner. AN’
Jonex told me that she gends hier Irt.
e up 1o the offfee By Iohn und every
Week Xhe 2endn 13wa 10 the snme Perwen.
Khe lonke Teal fIRhiy and  Charlle
might knae she 10 only trifiin® with
SimT

*DiA yau knnw atrut hier meUting A
telexram 1ax? we-k™  Nra sale hrvke
in, “abaut sme Wl game or otherT”
Hob Lewls hirought 1t up wand Mix
Gatex war Teal aentt of giving 1t o her
fur fear it wus had newa, hut sheapened
1t 00l faangh and Mix® Gates 011 Mary
ahe Jest yelled, "Seventetn 10 nothln's

I'm s0 glad!" MIis* Gates spoke up and
asked her I thut was better than 16
to 1 (you know Edwin Is a democrat),
and zhe Jaughed and sald it was the
1esult of the greatest football gante of
the scason, and she knew someone who
played. From pletures 1've seen, there
4Nt no great difference between foot-
baly and prize fightin'.*”

Mrs Gale sighed profoundly., ‘‘As X
sald, I dunno how much the children
are Jearnin®. I say it stands to reason
that If ehildren are all over a teacher,
she can’t hiev mueh government, and a
teacher has got  to hev government.
Fred Lyman told hig Aunt Hannah and
she told me, that when that Eliott boy
sald ramrods was what wonien Jamrned
thelr hats on with, ghe jest laughed out
tfoud, Now wan't it her duty to rtoe-
strain herself? What kind of a way Is
that to govern children? I'm glad
cnough that my children got through
ol to schoal years aga, and 1 dan't
take a2 mite of interest in the school,
but I should like the privilege of goin'
in the last day, same's 1 allus hev
l!lblh‘."

Mrs Gale roxe from her chalr and
wrapped her apron over her head., I
must be goln® pow, I've Jeft bread In
the oven” Suddenly, “Do luok at this,
Sarah” broke out the departing guest,
as the Zazed out feom the slde window
aliei the stretct of raad, wbere at tha
e of a sharp , *-h stoad the white
sl tise that %or years hiad been

Kkindorparten and  university  to  the
south of diseelet number three, Terched
upen a high stone waill, a bag of hooks
swung aver her shoanlderg, contentedly
cating: an apple and gazing teward tha
westorn gky wWhere the marvelaus ting.
ug wus fa<t turning to somber hues,
was the flgure of o tall girl. As the
1wo weinen watrhed, shie sprang to the
ground and ran casilty down the slope,
Lok at that and tell me i she has
ha'l much bringing up.*’

Sarah shaak her head, hut made no
replv, and Mrs Gale  with suldden
thouxht of Ler neglected breied hastened
home,

It wag never known Just how 1t hap-
penrd that Dashitowvn had unlted avith
2 neighboring town in the hiring of
a superintendent, but the actian had
Been deeply regretted, and between the
long-suflering ndividual who filled (he
Proxitton and the commitice, chogen for
thelr drm adherclice 1o the views nf
their fathera, was constant friction. In
vain had he striven to have the puptls
of the outer distrletgs carried to the
venter «f the town and there estallish
with the united fourees 2 graded xchool
with wellatradned and salarted teach.
ers  The propaaition was bitterly op.
posed, oWl Jouhn Gliman wase peparted
tn have =ald that “hig chilldren gat hnlt
of ennuigh deviitry as it was, withaut
rifting any more from the town young
ones*

7t was thraugh this xuperintendent’s
Instrumentalitv, however. that Cather-
Ine Masen had eome to teach In distriet
number three, She Was eagsr to learn
of nemwe canditlons angd If poxesible yom.
ey and perfect them, It was o irmly
fixed ea, she found, that !f & chil)
had not gA2 hix lessan at 4 o'clack, he
shanld b~ nunished, and that severely,
Preferably by the use of the tad. " They
will net treat the child as an ndivid.
041" xke hal despalringly ojaectlated ta
1he fuperint ndent. “They wan't tnler.
ate 4y ovideueeg of the young animal,
IThy wen't ther gtudy thele awn ohil-
JIren and kelp ine WItH data?

The getaal superintendent gave hls
hearly laugh Dt expect oo much,
they are of <terling material, afler all,
{n xpite of unreanoning R1A unrontad
prejudiess, and have the chllidren’s wel.
Iare At hear!. Nest assured that yeur
influence will make itxelf feit In time™

€©a" rine  Maughed  pevlonaturedly
whe e chlidoen 1914 her of the prep.
arat. ax {7 previouk Taxt dayvx, when
Tor eeks Befors they fimd studied thelr
“pleeew” and thelr fand melhers had
wnrkel on new dresxax. Some had even
vonfldal 1the number of braldg In which
heir halr Lad b evnfined the nlght
Wefute and of i'm wandrens erlimpnd
SEpearar. « upen the eventful Aay. Jad
whe realired the alznificance of (hin cus.
trm Yo he parenis and chlideen, whe
would never have treated the matteg
ax lgRNY ax she A To her the dea
of warling previaug maments In xueh
A way v med fally. and she gave the
matter s thnught. The children, in.
mernt ittie mischic? makerx that they
were, wene gqulek ta teport that “teache
or wamn't golng 10 have no last day.”

and all unknowa to the earndat young

worker, the mntter was belng decply
agftated throughout the dlstrict where
the doings ot the “schoolma’am’ proved:
a never-falling source of interest. Mrs
Jones voleed the opfnfon of her nelgh-
bors when she stated plainly that ghe
“shud go In school jest as she allus
had done, and sct there, cven if there
wa'n't nuthin' to see.”

The last week drew to its close and
Catherine worked constantly for the
completion of cherished plans, Sheehad
determined to ke p up regular recitis
tions to the 1ast moment., Especiully
was she anxlour to demonstrate to a
class In fractfens why they “Inverted
the divisor and procceded ns in maultl-
plication.** How she wished they had
never seen thet odious rute.  Friday
came quickly, and at quarter past 1 a
rap at the door caused Catherine to
admit Mrs Jones. Before 2 o'clock the
astonlshed young teacher had  avel-
comed some 20 ‘“parents and friends.'”
Nothing daunted, although compelled
to send to the neighbors for chalrs, she
strictly adiered to her program, but
she felt the disparaging glances and
realized the unfavorable feeling.

Never had she shown an example
hetter teaching than pdaw, in her brief
reviews, her inductive presentation and
hoer crisp Jrillg, and she felt secure in
the fact that she held the children's
fnt rest and attention, ier enthustasm
and magnetism could hardly fall to af-
fect the storn array of critics, and
many . severe skeptle felt In a dim
avay that the puplls weore galning more
than they reallzedd,

At 20 minutes of 4 the children were
asked te Jay aslle thelr books. Qulck-
1y and quictly it was done, and 39 pairs
of oyeg were fIXed upon thelr teacher.
Nising from her chalr Catherlne faced
her walting audience and smiled.

“NMy dear fricads” she sald, “you
have come here to witness o last day
exhibition for which I have made no
preparation. I am glad, sincerely glaq,
that you have come, but T am unwlill-
fng that you should judge my work
by 2 few recitatiang, o Song or two,
and 1 sample lesson in reading. © da
appreciat-s your interest. T xh ‘g be
glad, pladder than you can ossthly re.
allze, If you waonld only try to learn
Jnust what 1 am delng or tryfng to do,
hut one day at the clnse of thie torm
un't the dest time to do this. Came
in any thine and come often.  When
s wonder how &t certain prineciple is
heing taught, come and 1 will show you,
Tt me tell you «f the real results of
the apparently strange methods I use;
1 reallze the lack of time in your busy
flvex for this, bt what you can for
your childrei’s gake spare, use it so it
Wil every mewnent pay. I want you to
know what I am <Suing, but more what
the children are accomplishing, Teach-
1ng Is only o be valucd In the degree
1t ghous the «hildren how to teach
themselves, all through thelr lives they
muat be thelr own teachera. Your In-
terest s the best possitile Inceative Lor
1hein to Qo helr bext.

“Wan't you Welirve that we teachers
tnve the chiblren’™s welfare most deepre
Iy at heart? We try to study them In
the few hours they arce with ux, but
think haw el wider are your oppors
tunitiex, Yo whe have watched ecach
Tuadding characteristic, 303 whose lves
are eentere? In them. Won't you tell
ug aledit them™ Come to us frankiv
and tell ux Whereln we fail to 2%l them
aw Yol Wish, Do you realize, can any
of e alize how miueh depends upon
thegn ehfllich mimis™ Canant you fer)
a Inek in your livex? Sco to i1 that §t
Qe comne fnte theirs. Cannaed yaea
Femenser e norsls of some one toch-
or In yolur sclied Juays who made your
life viclier by a slmple *AtaY {deal, Dy
a vivid pleturing of some gral taward
which Yrn were asked o atrjve? Whieh
Yo Ipee) Yo the e, the loving thaught
that has remainesd with you all these
weat, vr the peunding intn your head
wf lepg Jdiviskn™ Ix It wng to ake
®eme e e thawe the ohlldren the
liver of 1ren Uke Lineoln, ta tearh them
a Hitle of Taongpfellaw and TWhlttler and
Faermen® Some of yout rldleule nursnne
ure aludy.” ©an we glve these HiUe
peeple A Innre heautiful concedtion of
God than In tha wanders of hin crea-
ten™ Wil 3wea nnt wtrive to make this
In truth the laxt day of Jlle curfosity,
the Iant day »f listenlng to unverified
reports, the gt day of the old une
wympathatic. narvow xyatem, and tho
Deginning of a new day when teacher
and parent xhall wark tagether nsolely
for the nourishing of the bhest that s
in the chlld and th’ creating of mew

- &
ideals, the broadening and widening of
dawning conceptions, and the fruitlos
of the highest type of human lifer

Flushed with cxcltement from th
umwonted and unreallzed cloqueny,
Catherine dlsmlssed the puplls, ay
bent over them o moment Jater, touchy
with the slucere sorrow of thelr goo.
bys. A constraint cxisted among ke
auditors. A few made some sty
worded remark, but the greater num.
ber passed quickly out, leaving Cath.
erine alone with the children=the chy.
drenn who had found 1no meanlng in hy
words, but were quick to understand
the .tender light In her cyes.

*\Well, Charlotte, what did you thin}
on't?" Mrs Jones asked, hasteniy
down the road after the tall, lank fig
of Miss Atkins. Mlss Charlotte snifte
contemptuously, “\What  she
sounded well cnougl, and I presumpe
there wus those that took cons{deray
stock In 1t, but I say, Mary, that ‘taly
Preachin® we want in a teacher, |y
practice, There won't no good comy
from changin® from the solld fdeas
our forefathery, There ain't no way g
teach readin® but to learn them the
letters, and when the Bible says ‘S
the rod and spoll the child' I dogy
presume to sec it in any other light
account of a girl like her.”

Miss Charlotte expressed in a mesg
ure the views of the majority, for ty
Instinctive homage they for the mx
ment gave to the teacher's words wy
partly obliterated by thelr firmly fixe
prejudices—thelrs by birth and enviror.
ment. Yet a start hiad been made alo
the lne desired, which after experien
aof !&oth parents and teacher stren
ened.

A PRONUNCIATION MATCH.

Ahint st et

Pronunciation matches are In vo
conducted after the manner of the o
time spelling mitches. At o roo
parlor match the prensuncers chy
sldes, cach contestant being allowed
one trinl. The Lostess had previeu
prepared a list of wards, writing to n
ed anthorit 8 for “the atest’” in don
ful words.

Thosge who eare not 16 apend so-my
time may take the Century dictionsg
for authority, or Webster's, An he
in the ncarest public lidbrary \oill py
pare a Jong list. Trifling prizes wer
aunrded the winners, and a conzolatig
rize to the 1ad who missed every word

After the match clased funny game
were played, as n relaxation after
more xedate feature, One wWas a coy
test of sklll, The campany we
marched single flle through a  loyg
room, at the entrance of wWhich sa
a bushel] baskeg of peanuts. She or e
who could refze the largest handful b
passing and carry them, withaut drop
pIng conie, to the basket /L the opposite
door war awanded those remalning &
the first basket after il had passed
The winner was a woman, who sccured
48, but there was only & quart left fx
her prize. Those In the second bazkd
were “parsed arvound’ amild muclt mer.
Thinent.—[The Malne,

OUR PREMIUMN OFYERS.

Everything advertised in the pre
mhan lgt of Farm and Home is kept
on hand thmughnut tlic year and cas
Ve obtalned at any time. Thore of ow
readers Whe have been unadble to gt
up n cluh as yet can do g0 nme, and
KU recelve geme of the splondid pre
miums offered. A careful examinatiag
af our premium Ust, which wa =exd
Iree on rrquert, will show an excellent
and varled asaartment of gomd things,
and some of the grealeat and most a-
tenizbing offern cver made Ly » e
xponsible Journal.
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State Flowers—~The state flower o
Alahama, Nebrarka and Opegon Ix the

Roldenrad, Iowa and New York the rose, it 30
North Dakola the wild Tuosc. ColoTade Bl e
e columbdine, DAanare the peack et
blaxsom, and Idaho the mrings. Maine,

the pine tree state, chome the pine oone ll A%
and assel, Minnarola hns the moccasia i 1

flower, Montanxa the bitter Yoot ar Lit
ter sweet {1 am Nl centaln whichy,
Okxlahoma the mistlelos, Utah

»ego 11y and Vermont the ped claver B
Wisconain und Rhode Island have 3l very
dree, the beautlful and useful mapie B e
Diher aates mMay have foxorn, and AR ooy
IQin timé of writing 'the Massachu M g 3
»ells Jeglalature is trying to choome 3NN yigy
floral emblem for that state—{AlURE (ry,

L. Nay.




