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seasan. The !arger bails she lield out against,
by the- srnaller gayeties, such as i'eceptions,
dîinners and theatre parties, clairned bier alnîast
against ber wvill. She liad sorne govyns miade at
Isabel's dress-niaker's, and declared laugliingly
that she lîad nover befare reaUised hoîvv iiuiport-
ant ClotheS WEre in ibringing out one's ga:)d
points. Slie wvas such an instantanerluis success
that Mrs. Canrmen liad ta stî'uggl? liard with lier-
self flot ta ïUegrudge ta bier a gn'eateî' papularity
than that af bei' awn daughter.

-I wonder wbat it is about lien' that niakes
bei' so attractive," sald that lady ta bier husband
aften' the fi-st montlîo aiber niece's stay. "She
bas nat anc regulai' feature, and 3-et, ý% ben you
talk ta lien' she is pr'etty. Ev'en nien lose tlieir*
heads about hier. There is Dick Str'eet, wbarn
1 thought in love wvitb Isabel, positively foolish
avei-lber. And sonie w-ny, thiouglih 1 can't hld
feeling a ilttle resentinent that slîe sbould out-
shine Ishlel, 1 can't bell) loving lier rnyself. As
for Isabel, 1 think she is more find af 'Marion
than slie is of me," and Mrs. Car-men sighed.

Witb aIl the love ofilber olin-heartedl nature,
Isabel adoî-ed bei- cousin, 'iîn, in a less demon-
strative way, î-etuî'ned bier- affection. The twor
girls becarne close fî-iends.

"The tr'ouble is," said Isabel once, -I a.ni a
dloser f riend than y-ou are. 1 tell you all 1 tbink
and feul and do and I alwiays feel tlîat tlîcî' are
lots af tbings w'ay daw'vn ln tiiose gr'ay eyes af
yaurs that 1 sliail nciver have a, pecip at."

"Are yau sure yau don't l:-eep anc or twor se-
crets froi nie?" 1larion bad anseweied. And
the ever î'eady 'blusli suffused Isa-bel's fair skin.

Tînere lîad corne, as tbe w'eeks passed, a sufb-
ject wbicb wvas neven- rentioned betwecn thern
and wbicb was conistantly ln tlîe rinds of bath
girls. -%."len Mai-ion bad first conie she had nîo-
ticed the attacbrncnt w'b ob existed between lien'
cousin aiid Dick Str'eet, 'iwha canie ta the biouse
more than any af tbe other nien. Isabel's i-e--

1uctance ta talk af liii so freely as sbe did af
the otiiers niade Marlon suspect that an lier
-side at least, there was sarnetbing niaie than.
friendship. Then Dick Str-eet bad transferred
ail] bis attention ta Marlon. In vain sbe dis-
couraged lus advanccs, seeing, w'itb ber.-4.ceen
Intuition, bow it w'as buî'ting Isabel and whrat
.an effort sbe vivas niaking ta seeni indifferent.

The mnan's nanie was neyer mentioned between
-Uic tw'a girls na'iv, and as tlîe %vinter slipped
away, Isabel began ta feel a certain anticipation
la the finie whrien Mai-ion sbould retura ta hier
friends in Iowâ. She -was not ta 'blanie, for slîc
struggled ta bc the ýsanie toward lier cousin, but
into ber lave had carne a restraint, betiven theni
a gul-f lad widened. Mai-ian felt wbat wias
passing- in isabel's lieart, and hier awn adhecl
with syrnpathy, but sIc was powveiless to, do
a-nytbing until anc nigbt wben she 'received twa
stormy confessions, w'hich clcared the atnias-
phere.

Isabel and lier niather liad, -one ta the last of
the subscriptian dances of the seasan and Mar-
ion was at borne alone. She sat before the llb-
rary fire going over in lier rnind ail the events
af tbe Iast weeks, and thinking oi the change
'ivlich had corne over lier life, wîcen tbe niaid,

announced a visitor, Mr'. Street.
"How do you do?" she said, without risin

-I thought you wvere going ta the dance t
n îgh t."

-I d'id intend ta go, but 1 kinew you woul il
hèr'e alone. and I had ta corne. 1 have sd1fl
thlig ta tell yau-something I must tell yen
be paused, ibreathless tbrough nervous Qxciij
ment, then hurried on, before she cuuld inî
rupt hlm: "Oh, Marion, I love you! I love yo:
I have tried flot ta, but 1 can't help it! I nevi
knewv w'hat it was ta love until I met you. Don
you care a. littie for nie?"*

-Let nie ask you a question ln return, »
refflied. "Why did you try not ta love nie?"'

"Wliy?" he repeated, as thougb flot fully u!
derstanding her.

"'I -will tell yau w-vhy," Marion went on. hi
vojctL a littie deeper froni ernatian. "ft %vas h
cause you knew that by laving nie yau were u,
true ta anather, and. yau fouglît against it. «Yc
kiiew that anather wornan laved you, that y;
let lier 'sec that you laved her, sa teaching i
ta love you mare and mare, until, -%vitbaut wovrd
spolzen betwveen yau, she was yours, wvholly an.
camifletely. You know that 1 arn speaki ngc
niy cousin."

AU flihe ire had gaîie out af the mian. lie ný
dlown and rested his head in his hands.

"Did she tell ycu this?" hie asked.
"',\o, but-I can sec it. ien' heart is breakiu

little by little, and she goes on srniling bravÈ'because she is sucli a splendid girl. Yau lové
bier befare 1 carne, and ç%ben 1 go you will Ion
ber again. What you feed for nie i.s the infawu
atian af an bour-at inist, a passion wbicb wî
burn its'eli out. Yau do nat knaîv wbat yota;
giving Up in Isabel. She is the truest, fine.
and s-veetest wornan in the %vorld."

"I did not know% she cared," hie answered wit
out looking up.
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