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;. umbin. Thisis a peint 0 which we wish to ask the

ERUIT-GROWING. |

We are strongly of opinion that British Columbix
will be the distinetive finit growing Provinee of Can-
adi. The numerous wild finits suggest this; the
cultivated fruits confirm it, and various consider- i
ations of geographical situation, climate and sail,
give us large hope for the future in any comparison
between this Provinee and other parts of Canada. It
is only lately ~within the last year or two—that Can-
ada has bc'mu to study what particalar fruits will
suit hest lu-r rather severe climate. The French im-
migrants, long ago, bronght with them sceds, and
perhaps scions, from Normandy and Brittany, and
grew them as best they could, in the very dis-
similar region of their adoption.  They themselves
thrived physically as men, and why, said they, should
not the friits of old France also thrive in Canada?
So, by-and-by, the Englishman, Scotchman and
Irishman bruuz,ht with him his loved fruits to New
Englind and to Canada, making little orchards for
houschiold use.  Intime, fmit-grm\-ing to some extent, -
was pursued for profit, but even then, the fraits in-
froduced into the castern portion of the continent
were the best froits of the mild, humid portion of
western Europe. It is only Iately, asabove said, that
the accordance of fruit with climate lias become a
subject of study snd experimental observation.  Not .
much, as vet, has heen definitely ascertained, but as |
a rulp, it is considered that the fruits of western Eu-
rope and their pure offspring, born on this continent,
are not longg-lived upon the western prairies, above |
latitude 433 deg., and uot, therefore. in the great cen-
tral region of Canada between Lake Superior and the
Rocky Mountains. It docs not follow that frait can-
not be grown in that central region. We know that
p'u‘hcul'u' Kinds of apples, pears, cherries, p]ums and
other friits, good for cooking and cating, ripen in
equally cold rvgiuns in Russia, but the question is,
whether people in the north-west ternitories of Can-
ada will go to the trouble and expense of growing fruits
uwnfamiliar to them, when they may get supplies of
luscious, familiar frits by milway from British Col-

carly and particalar attention of our readers. The

vast region of Centmal Caunda, now heing fast |

yeopled, will require immense, continuans supplics
of fruit.  The demand can be met in two wavs only
(1) By growing in that vegion, fruits suitable to cx-
lrcmvlv coldd regions.  (2) B\ importing Brtish Col-
umbian friits. The distance of Ontarie and the
comparatively small extent of its choice fruit-growing
arc, make it impossible to dmw adequate supplics
from thence.  The fanits of western Enrope do not
suceeed in Queliee above 453 deg., latitude, and that
Provinece necd not be looked to.  Bratish Columbia
i3 thy natural and only place from which frit can be

imported into the Canadian north-west termitorics.

THE RESOURCES OF BRITISH COLUMBIA.

-

On this view, the Province, certainly, is designed

! by nature to be the orchard and garden of the Do

inion. The best fraits of the mild, humid portions,
s, also, of the drier portions of Western Europe,
will ripen naturally in the extensive region, res
pectively of the coust, and the southern interior of
British Columbiz, and will have a finer flavour thay
fruits of that origin can acquire when grown in Eas
tern Canada. Wenced not go to Russia, or to othe
cold conmirics, to find suitable fruits. Whatever
thrives in Western Lumpo will naturally thrive i
British Columbia, owing to the climates being closdy
similar, and owing also o the richness of the suil
Puablic interest requires to be aroused and mair
tained on this matter, so that the Provinee may ben
efit by the bounty of nature, which has given toi
large fruit-bearing capabilities, while the railwar
will ensure 2 certain opesing market close at Land
Qur agricultural socicties have encouraged  frai
growing, but the subjeet should now be specially cor
sidered and dealt with as a great source of Prosis
cial wealth, which evervone is interested in develop
ing. We may never export wheat or barley (uules
on sccount of their superior quality ), but we belier
that fruit-growing will take 2 high place, if not, &
time, the Iu-']w\'t, among onr utlu-r great industries
the mines. the forests : md the seas.

THE NEW GOLD MINES.

Considerable attention has been directed  duriz
the past summer to the recent gold discoveries
the Skeenn River, in this Province. Lome Cusd
the only portion which has at present been worked
is situated about twenty miles below Kitwingach, a
an avernge week's journey for a canoc from it
mouth of theriver.  Gold was found te be upon ik
creck in the summer of 1882, by Hector McDa:
and Coun Daly, two expericneed miners; whe th
panned out about three dollars. Raturning in 185
they raised between three and rour hundred dolla
The report of this find cirenlating, indaced a nnnld
of miners to start for the new Eldorado this sprizg
fo he followedd Iater on by still more from the it
ent canneries and mills on the coast as the sas
advanced.

The ereek itself, or mther that part of it at prese
being worked, is extremely uarmow —in fact a can
—in some places uot more than fiftcen fect a
Locomotion to and fro, between the river aumd @
m-njn"il\ of the claims, is very hazandons and (&
some, i some spots - false step would wmean aps
pendicnlar fall of 200 or 300 fet, with bounders f<
a cushion to alight on-.in other wunls. certain Jded
Quite a few of the best claims have a very creditald
teeond, some averaging as high as seven dollars
day to the man for the scason.  This comjs
favourably with the initial output of other
more especially, as in the present instanee, thel
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