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xnatcrialism. Imaigination la, day by day wiix-

ing dUi as a sick mali's toper ot day breaîk.

The old kinldly Usages of env forefathers are
sneered dowu, as being of no mercantile utility.
Religion is fat becomimîg a more cento of
rationalistic propositions, cold, lifeless, and
,unfiuctifyilg. And as for politics, are tliey net

summed up aud comprcliended, ini the single,
sordid 'word railroads?

1>o)CTOI.-Tlieu Leçitlian of croakers!
L.lY..-Therc ia se tlîîng te lie so:d il-

favour o' Crsbtree's tlzeory, wicli is, that

poets are dlecin' oot, as rsilroads increase.
Look nt the auld kintra, for instance. Sa-i
iiogers is the only bard 'mortby o' the naine,
tbst's loft te tie fore. Doubtîcas, there are
sortie cleverisli verse-niokors, sucli as the Lau-
-reate, and Massey and Sauniers Smitli,'but v;ill
'ony ance tell me tha't the best e' the lotis lion-
c3tly cntitlcd te the rank o' a first class poot?
Ni, ns! Twventy yearsa go they 'would bace
bein looked upon as ninne'ws-bonnie erea-
turcs 1 grant-but stili only minnoirs, sporting
and playing .sýmnng tlîe saumons and pikes,
and coda e' the sea. o' ideality 1 As for Dollar-
domi slîe nover hsd any thing, but rlîymsters at
the vcry best, se tlîat lier loss would na' bie
,rcst, if twa lines 'were neyer agaiii jingled ini

lier bordera

MAljoa-Jonttban bias inigbitily degeneratcd
as a prose fietionist since tlîe commencement of
thc iron «y e.

LAr.-Naiebedy eau deiiy the truth o' tlint,
vitliout telling a notorieus lce. Chiarles llrock-
,don Brown, and WVashington Irving, sud Fenni-
more Cooper furnisli a striking contrast te tlîe
autliors e' sic eniasculated disb wasliiugs as
Uncle Tara, anîd tho Lanmp J'iiglitcr. The form-
er, îuay bie likened and conipared te substantial,
appeteezin' liotel peteli, and tlîe latter te
tastlcas, fusionless muelin kail! I maL' it n
p'int o' conscience nover te rcad, and far les

to 'bt!y a novel that bears te bic Ilentered,
according te Act of Ceugress" in the "1Clerks
office", o' a Yankee State ! lVithout opening n

pige o' the production you may safely xnak'
affidavit before me, or ony otlier o' ler Majes-
ty's Justices o' tic Pence, tiiat it la trasli te the
spinal rnarrow!i

Docrot.-Speaking of novels, Bonnie Druses,
bave you falen ln with ïNirs. Grey's hast stery

4Tle Young Ilusliaud?"

L.~n».No.lai it as guide as hier IlGana-

DOCToUt.-flttcr, by several degrees, in niy
humble opinion.

iNAJOUt.-Miýrs. Grey is a clever 'writer, but
too fond of dwelling upon the darker features
of our fallen Iinatîity. She is always straining
after painful effects.

DOCToIL.-Sucl ia flhc diStirigUiSling charac-
teristic of lier preseut work. An amiable
young girl is mafrried to a scamp wvbo docs not
cave two penice for lier, and is continually keep-
iiig lier iii scalding ivater.

LAiîan-Whait is the use o' wvriting sic Iiavcr!.,
1 shoubi like to keit! W'hen a minl taks iup a
story book it is for the purpose o' relaxation.
Ile lias been worn oot wvi sewing breeks, if a
tailor-or skelpin' dogged laddies, if a scbool-
master-or ploughing, if al farmier, like yoîîr
humble servant-or battlin g for the possession
o' some corpse, if a Toronto coroner-or wî'
telling lees if a lawyer-or cggin on chuckle-
liead women te squander the cash c' their mis-
fortunate liusbands iu silks and lace, if a buber-
dlashier. The ercature Ices dlown upon a sofa,
liclits biis pipe, and opens the volume expectin'
to be eiiterteenced and diverted. But, losh pity
me, ere lie lias read a dlizea pages lie finds hlim-
sel' ini a perfect bog o' misery and tribulation-
up to the vera, oxters in sorrow-and fàr mai-r

inclined te greet tlîan teâ Iaugli! Wbaur is the
relaxation there, I sliould like to ken? The
puir inon iiglit as ivcIl apply a blister o'
Spaîiisli flees to bis hinder-end, or divcrt lîimsel'
by vakigwi unboiled peas in biis pumps!

Pocro.-l perfectly agree with you. There
is enougli, and more thaii enougl, of cark and
cave in tli planet of ours, 'witlîout seeking te
imnport nny of the article from, dreamn land.

MÂ,JoUt.-lTow does Mlotlier Grey's romance
end ?

DocTou.-Wliy the scainpisli bero gets con-

verted by the opera-singer with wbem helcvanlts,
and zuakes a "1happy end!"

MA.4joat.-Such a style of cat-astropbe is con-
sumedly popular ln the presenit dlay and genera-
tien. The ancient fallacy, whicli declares that
"1the greater siuner ia the greater saint," la
quite at a premIum nat presenit.

LAID.-evC 'ias there a mair misebievous
bounicer coined, eût o' a. place thot shaîl lie
iiaxaless! l'Il tak' guid care that Girzy doca
na' get the Il Yoiing lusband" inte lier clutches,
or 'ira? kens but tlîat silo -ill bce malcing a inoon
lichit flittin' wmi' soule drueken, 'wortbless necr-
do-weel, on the colculation.tbat lie wvillbe turn-


