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——

HANILTON.

¥rin the progress and prosperity of those cities
of which we have already attempted the deli-
neation, we were able to discover some peculiar
local features, striking in themselves and sufli-
ciently indicative of the influence they exercis-
edon the destiny of those places, we shall
have less difficulty in recognizing them in this
youngest member of the family. Few places
can be found, we would rather say no place
can be found, to illustrate so completely the
mode of growth of this colony as the city of
II'mnIton. It bas sprung up within a very,
brief space of time, and has, from fortuitous
local advantages, become as substantial in ap-
pearance, as cither of its compeers on thelake.
The abundance of excellent stone in itsncigh-
borhood,of a colour and cownposition more near-
1y approaching those with which the cye is fam-
iliar in the old world affords the materialand
gives the appearance of a British Town to it.
There is also in the extent and arrangement
of the large wholesale mercantile establish-
ments, an air of solid wealth and enterprize,
for which we are utterly unprepared, when
told that we urc about to visit a place literally
little more than twenty years old.  If weseek
for the rcasons of this rapid increase in this
place, we shall find them in its geographical
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position, and the nature of the surrounding
country

It is phced at the western extremity of
Ontario, and is the natural termination of the
luke navigation, although its advantage in this
respect is confined to the summer period en-
tircly, and even this has only been effectively
secured by the completion of the Burlington
Bay caral. During the winter scason the
Bay is usually frozen over,which precludes the
access of vessels to the port of the city ; this is
an obstacle, which, however, may be in agreat
measure obviated by an extension of the rail-
road to an accessible point on the coastin the
immediate ncighborhood. The immense ex-
tent of territory lying to the westward and
southward of the city, and to which it forms
the culminating point of traffic, isnow only
being completely opened up, and a considera-
ble portion of it is in the process of settling,
The establishment of the plank and macada-
mized roads and more recently of the Great
Western Railroad, has given a dircction to the
intercourse and will finally sccurc a trade
which nothing else could have accomphshed .
The value of the imports of the city may be
stated in round numbers to be £450,000. Wo:
have not at hand any means of stating what:
the value of the exports really are, but a»
proximate idea may be formed from the fact
that 1,260,000 bushels of grain and 7,000,000+



