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564 HISTORY OF THE WAR OF 1819,

night, in a heavy squall, two of the American
schooners, the Zlumilton and Scourge, upset,
and their crews unfortunately perished, On
the 9th the two parties were again in sight of
cach other, and continued manceuvring dur-
ing that and the succeeding day. On the 10th,
at night, a fine breeze sprang up, and Sir
James Yeo immediately took advantage of it,
by bearing up to attack his powerful oppo-
nent; but, just as the Wolfe got within gun-
shot of the Pikeand Madison, these two pow-
erful American ships bore up, fired their stern
chase guns, and made sail for Niagara ; leav-
ing two fine schooners, the Julia and Grow-
ler, each armed with one long thirty-two and
one long twelve pounder on pivots, and man-
ned witha crew of forty men, to be captured
without an effort to save them. With his two
prizes, and without the loss of a man, and
with no greater injury to his ships than afew
cut ropes and torn sails, Sir James Yeo re-
turned to Kingston.”

We have examined with some care the min-
isterial organ, (IViles Register) for some notice
of this affair, with the intention of giving the
American account at length, and we were the
more desirous of doing this from our having
lighted, during our search, on the following
choice paragraph—* A Montreal paper speaks
of Commodore Chauncey as ‘not having
learned even the rudiments of war. "Wehave
sent him (says the same paper,) a most able
teacher (Sir James Yco) who will carry him
through all the inflections peculiar to it in
much less time than a school-boy can be
taught to conjugate a verb, or understand its
principal.’”

“One would think that this paragraph was
written by Sir James himself, for it is quite
his character. 'We shall scc when Chauncey
gets along side of him—*“¢that’s all.”

After reading this clegant extract which
will be found on the two hundred and twenty-
seventh page of the fourth volume of Niles
Register, we were quite prepared for finding
a full, true, and particular account of Commo-
dore Chauncey's “brilliant victories over an
enemy double his force,” and perhaps the
surest evidence of Sir James Yeo’s success
may be found in the fact of Commodore
Chauncey's no¢ having captured the whole

British fleet on paper., We give an extract of

the Commodore’s modest official letter* thatthe
reader may compare it first,with our version,
and, sccondly, with the only notices’in Niles
Register which bear distinctly on the subject,
and which are found in volume five, page
twelve. ¢ Commodore Chauncey fell in with
the enemy’s squadron j of whom, after a good
deal of manceuvring, he got the weather gage.
¢ The DBritish bore away, and he then chased
them to Kingston. * It was thought that the
enemy would not give a chance for the com-
bat so carnestly desired by the officers and
crews.” “It is positively stated that two
schooners were captured for wantof obedi-
ence to orders; perhaps by having too much
eagerness to meet the foe. It is agreed upon
that our gallant Commodore never yet had
the power to bring the enemy to action—his
vesselsin general sailing much better than
ours, The Sylph, however, is a valuable aux-
iliary in catching the foe.”

*Extract of aletter from Commodore Chauncey to
the Secretary of the Navy, dated on board the
ship General Pike, at Sackett’s Harbor, 13th
August, 1813.

Sir,~I arrived here this day with this ship,
the Madison, Oncida, Governor Tompkins, Con-
quest, Ontario, Pert, and Lady of the Lake, The
Fair American and Asp I left at Niagara. Since I
had the honor of addressing you last, I have been
much distressed and mortified ; distressed at the
loss of & part of the force entrusted to my com-
mand, and mortified at not being able to bring the
enemy to action. The following movements and
transactions of the squadron, since the 6th inst.,
will give you the best idea of the difficulties and
mortifications that I bave had to encounter.

On the 7th, at daylight, the enemy’s fleet, con-
sisting of two ships, two brigs, and two large
schooners, werc discovered bearing W.N.W.,
distant about five or six miles, wind at west. At
five, weighed with the fleet, and mancuvred to
goin the wind. At nine, having passed to lee-
ward of the enemy’s line and abreast of his van
ship (‘the Wolfe), hoisted our colors and fired &
few guns, to ascertain whether we could reach
him with our shot; finding they fell short I wore
and hauled upon a wind upon the starboard tack ;
the rear of our schooners then about six miles
apart. The enemy wore in successionand hauled
up on a wind on tho same tack, but soon finding
that we should be able to weather him upon the
next tack, he tacked and made all sail to the
northward. As soon as our rear vessels conld
fetch his wake, tacked and made all sail in chase.
In the afternoon the wind became very light, and
towards night quite calm, The schoouers used
their sweeps all the afternoon, in order to clese
with the enemy, but without success,



