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Communion.

OPEN, CLOSE AND OTIIERWISE

Communion is one of the Scripiural
names for what is commonly catled the
Yord's Supper. It is tho word used in
connection with 4close” and *open”
when the question ix being discussed as
to who has a Scriptural right to sit at
the Lord's table.

Open Communion signifies the prac-
tice of thoss who allow and invite sii
who profess to be Christians and are
Yiving godly livea to break bread with
them,

Closs Communion signifes the prac-
tice of those who allow none but those

* of thelr own faith and order to bresk

bread with them.

¢ Qtherwise” we use to denote the
practice of (1) Those whi invite none
but immersed believers who are living
godly lives to break bread with them ;
(2) Those who énvite all immersed
Lelievers who are living godly lives to
break bread with them; but as to
other godly professing Christians, they
neitber iovits nor debar them, saying,
that it is the Lord’s table, and that
such persons must determine for them-
selves whether or not they are entitled
to “eat of the bread and drink of the
cup.”

How shall we decide which, if any,
of theee practicee is correctt By reler.
ring the question to the New Teata
ment, of course. We should enquire
what were the qualifications of those
who in the days of the Apoatles aat at
the Lord's table. Tf we can determine
that point, the question will be settled.
We find, then, that the Lord told His
disciples to obaerve this ordinance in
remembrance of Him, and we find
furtber, when any -eccrd is made of
such observance, it was by disciples of
Christ ; and any instructions relative
to it were given to such people and to
such alone. 8o, then, wa conclude that
only diaciples of Christ have a right to
sii at the Lord's table. And if the
sdditional question bo raised, “ Who is
» disciple of Christ1” we must again
appeal to the New Teatament for an
answer, Among many pertinent pas.
inges, wo quote Qal. iii. 26, 27: “ For
3¢ are all the children of God by faith
in Christ Jesus. For ay many of you
as have been baptized ints Christ bave
put on Christ.” Those words were
addressed by the Apostle K Paul t2
churches of Christ, and we know :he
churches wers composed of disciples of
«Chbrist, And we, therefore, learn that
& disciple of Christ is a believer in
Him who has been baptized info Him ;
snd by “baptized,” as & matter of
course, w¢ mean heing “ Buried with
Him in baptism " (Cou il 12)—that is,
immersion. Aud so we Scripturally
reach the answer to the question, which,
it any, of the aforementioned practices
is correct,and affirm that only immersed
beliavers who are living godly lives are
Scripturally qualified, and should be

add the qualification, “ who are living
godly lives,” becauso wo also learn
from the New Testament that a godly
walk and conversation were requisito in
order to continued membership in the
church of Christ.

To any that it is the Lord's table,
snd that it is not for us to invite or
debar, fa the samo as to say that the
church of Christ is the Lord'a church
and it is not for us to say what are the
conditions of membership In it. We
have no dificulty in discovering the
conditions of membership in the Lord's
church, and we have no hesitation in
declaring what they aro ; there necd be
no hesitetion {n declaring what are the
gualifications for & place at the Lord's
table. No consideration of policy, or
of charity, so-called, should prevent us
from plainly declaring the law of the
Tord in the ono case as in the other.

Educating the Baptists.

The editor of the Canadian Baptist
is again “setting the heather on fire”
among -hie brethren on tho question of
the lawfulness of man.made creeds as
tests of fellowship. As was evident in
the discussion we had with bim lest
fall be is & liberal-minded Baptist, and
he appears to be resolved to educate his
brethren generally up to his own
advanced position. We wish bim
much success in his herolc efforts; we
say hercic efforts, because, as we
affirmed in substance some time ago,
and as & correspondent of the Baptist
says in the July 16th number of that
paper, ““That nive out of every ten
Baptist churches in the United States
and Canada have sdopted this Confes-
sion (the New Hampehire) as formu-
lating aud setting forth tho leading
doctrines of revelation.” What gave
rise to the present discussion in the
Baptist was the publioation’ia ita col-
umns receatly, with strong editorial ap.
proval, of an exceptionally powerful
sermon by Dr. T, E. Brown, an Ameri-
can Baptist minister of great courage
and ability as his sermon amply proves.
It is & stirring plca for liberty within
Now Testament lines, and an almost
violent protest against those whoee pur-
pose it is to confina Baptist ministers
within the limits of the Philadelphian
or New Hompahirg Confomsions of
Faith. We may say that so far as
the matter in hand is concerned, Dr.
Brown stands on practically the same
ground as do ih> people known as Dis.
ciples of Obrist. It is no small joy to
know {bat able men like Dr. Brown
and the editor of the Canadian Baplist
are manfully fighting the same glorious
battle for freedom in which the Disci.
ples have been engaged since the early
part of this century. And s0 while we
regret to see that Baptist churches
continue to be organized in this coun-
try nn the basisof the Now Hampebire
Confemsion of Faith, we rejoice to
observe that the editor of their denom.
joationa) organ lives in the nineteenth
century, and is determined that if his
brothren 1il! live in the seventeenth it
will not be his fault.

b ——

Where the Money Goes.

It isnot the neceasities of life that
keep a man poor in providing them,
but the luxuries. Lot any man, with
or without a family, put the cost of his
necessities in one column and tho cost
of Lis luxuriesin another and he will
soon sco that this ia the case.
It does not cost a great doal for a man
tolive. Aud a good thing it iz that
such is the oass, ¢lse the hard working
Iaboring classes wonld find & ready
anewer to the question whether life is
worth Hving. Probably nine out of ten
of those who are taking comfort from
the fact that tho price of sugar has been
reduced will not deny themselves a

single dollar's werth of the solace to be

fvited to sit at the Lord’s table; we!

oxtracted from their pipe and tobaceo.
Nor will there be auy deorcase in the
coneumption of strong wators, oven if
the price ebould be incrcased as &
resnit of the enhanred duty.

Yot wo all think it is something to
rejoice over that there hias been a re.
duotion in the price of sugar. Aud
no doubt it is, capecially Lo the houne-
wives who bave to msintain & per-
petual courso of cheeseparing in order
to make both ends moet on the weekly
allowanco, Few men think of what
they apend on thomselves. It does not
seem to occur to them that while the
current of expenditure is restricted to
a very fino stream at the spigot it may
berunning pretty frsely at the buag-
Lole. It is not tho expenditure on
sugar, nor yot on the ordinary com-
modities of life that keops people
poor, but the expeuditare on things
whioh could, with s little sell-sncrifice,
be done without. How many men
leaveo their wives to practise economy
in the household expenses while they
keep no track of the money thoy spend
themselves on fobacco and beer 2—
Hamtlton Herald,

The above sirikes us as being s
sonsible and well put as to justify our
giving it & prominent place in Tur
Evaxaziasr. Lot all our men readers
“yesd, mark, Joarn and idwardly
digest” Is it not true that “Few
wmen thinke of what they spend on
themselves ' ?

AR

#The Letter from Japan" will be
found very interesting reading. We
thank Bro, Snodgrass for favering ns
with it.

Are you the superintendent of a
Sanday school? If ec, plense read

and reflect npon what is said in Co-
operation Notes to you.

Wa learn from the Standard of July
25th that a great meeting was in pro-
gress st Wichitn, Kunsas, with 259
additions up to Jaly 18th.

——— Y .

Among our selections is an arlicle
on “ Dangearous and Misleading Teach-
ing” from the Christian Gurdian, the
Cansdisn Mothodist churoh paper. It
is mone too severs upon thoss who
place their own vagaries above the
Word of God.

The number of Disciples in Austra-
lasia ia, appréximately, as follows :
Vietoria, 5,000; South Australia, 2,
100; New Zaaland, 2,000; Naw Sounth
Wales, 1,000 ; Queensland, 500 ; Tas-
roanis, 300; Western Australia, 25,
Total, 10,025.—Christian Pioneer.

* The Constitution and By-Xaws and
Journal of Proceedings of the Canadian
Press Association at Thirty-Third
Annual meeting 1801, is gotten up
in good style by the J. B. McLean Co.,
Toronts. The annual meeling was
very interesting and profitable and the
diunar a very pleasant affair.

It hias been intimated to us that
Prof. Jules de Launay intends to make
» tour among the Disciples in Ontario.
It is none of our businesn to dictate
to the churches, but wo feel it our
duty to suggest that, in view of the
paragraph concerning him fiom the
Christian Leader, which we published
in our July 1st aumber, it would not
be prudent for our brethren to receiv~
him or to bid him Godspeedt

They have post cards aleo in Japan,
We received one July 22nd with the
following written thoreon :—

Shonai, June 80ik, 1891,

Many thanks for copies of Tur
Evanozrist. As we sail for America
about August 20tk or Sept. 1st, onr
address should be changed from
Shousi, Yamagata Ken, Japan, o Coon
Rapids, Carroll Co., Iowa.  After eight
years in a foreign land we are anxious
to ses loved ones again.

Fratervally, Cuns, E. Garsr,

Elsowhero in this paper will be
found s siatement from Bro. A. N.
Gilbert. He lias had large experience
av an ovangolist, and has held very
successful protracted moctings for largo
oity churobes. Churches may send
for Bro. Qilbert with the assurauce
that hie will proach the Gospel fully,
forcibly and fervently.

Dr. Philiips Brooks on being recent-
ly asked to furnish a sketch of his
career for the record of his classin
Harvard, replied: *I have had no
wile, no children, no particular honors,
no serfons midortune and no adven-
tures worth speaking of. It is shame.
ful, at such times as these, not to have
s history, but I have not got one and
must come without.”” — Christian
Leadar.

The Michigan Disciples, so the 4po-
stolic Guide informs us, intend to hold
their annual convention in Datroit,
teginning August 20th and continning
four days. President Zollate, of Hiram,
is to ba {here, aud Peesident Lioos, of
Lexington, and J. H. Garrison of 8t.
Lonis. It will, therclore, be a big
convention, We should not wonder
if any of us Ontario people wero to
happen there if we should be made
welcome.

I would like fo learn how ‘Religion
js the scienoe of good mianners” as
Tax Caxaniax Evancxrist for July 1st
states. In simplicity we thought reli-
gion was infinitely higher than man.
nets of any quality. J. B.

The brother refers io a sentence
near the foot of eolumn foue, page six,
of our July 1let number. The editor
disclaims any veepomsibilily for the
atatemaent ; it is very far from being &
complets definition of religion, especi-
ally of the Christian religion. Bro.J.
B.’s point is well taken. We shall be
sorry if our columns offend in that

waysgein,

The subjoined prees dispatoh sets
forth the latest we have seen in re-
gard to the Briggs' case :—

Naw Yorx, July 18.—Eight hun.
dred thonsand dollars, nearly the total
mgt fand ol; thian I{nio::n;ryhoo-

minary, is in jeo on
acoount of the action of thepdiroewn
in Dr. Briggs' case. The endowment
fund was established upon the sseur-
ance that the seminary was anent-
ly under the control of the Presbyter-
ian chursh. Now that the directorate
refuse tlo be guided byft'hbe %egenl
Assembly jdisapproving of Dr.'Briggs’
elestion to the }:cnlty, the large dons-
tions may be withdrawn, Mr. Ruasell
Sage is waiting for the action of the
directors in the fall befors deciding to
bring suit to recover his donation of
$5,000. Other large donors wers ex-
Governor Edwin D. Morgan and
Baunker Brown. The withdrawal of
nearly the entire cash endowment of
the seminary will depend on theaction
of the directors in the fall,

Drake University having conferred
on B. W. Johuson the title of Doctor
of Divinity, the honor was mioetfully
declined in av open letter which ap-

rs in the Ckristian Evangelist. The
eclination is based on the words of
Christ: ¢ DBe not- ye called Rabbi,”
which B. W. Johuson iunterprets to
mesn, as our fathers also did, that
ecclesiastionl titles given for the mere
sako of honor are forbidden by the
Saviour. Th-% Le is correct in this
sl thoroughly right in refusing the
title we Lave :0 manner of doubt.
Only onoce before, if we wistake not,
bas such an honor been proffered any
of our ministers, and in ihat oase it
was accepted. Weo are glad to see
that in tha present instanca it has
been ﬁrm}i and politely deolined It
is » new thiog for one of our inatita.
tions to confer this degres. Wo saw
the fact announced with no amall
measurs of astonishment, May it be
a long lime before this bad precedent
finds any imitators,.—Geo, Darsie, in

Gusde.

ugqualified condewmnation of the inno-
vation we notice iz a number of our

every one has his own, But it i in-

Judging from the outspoken and

United States papors, “D.Ds’" will
not be very thick among us for a while.
We are glad to belisve it is & small
winerity of Disciples that favora the
#1).D.” business.

——

Just now thare is amovng English
Baptists consideratlo questioning as to
tho reason why thoy are not making
more rapid progreas—why, [ndeed, they
aro not keeping pace with the increase
of population. The last report of their
church membirship showed that they
had fallen behind net far from a thous.
and membors doring the year. Of
course, many reasons for such a condi.
tion wight bo asigned, and nearly

tereating to note that not a few are
persuaded that it is duo largely to the
“open communion” practice, which
causes Bnptists to feel that their prin.
ciples arv hardly worth contending for,
and which at the same time rakes the
go from their own to other denoms:
nations  exceedingly essy.—Journal
and Messenger,
Is “ close communion* the only thing
Eoglish Baptists are contending for!
And why won't the rule work both
ways, 30 a3 to makeo the pamage from
other denominations to the Baptitty as
eaxy as ¢ the passage from them to other
denominationa 1 ” — Qhristisn  Evan.
glial,

It is the baptistery that makes it
more difficult to pass from a Pmdo.

baptist church tos Baptist church than
vice versa.

-

Julia Ward Howe gives as & roason
for oxchanging the ministry of Theo-
dore Parker for that of James ¥reeman
Olarke that she wanted Ler children to
attend service where their minds wonld
be in with reverance. Tae for-
wmer, with all his pulpit brilliancy, was
deficient in "goliﬂonu force” and ia all
those qualitios which £o to make up a

“ atmosphere.” 8he realieed
the value of eatly imprewions and
wanted her children to be deeply im.
pressed with the spirit of reverence in
the house of God.  She knew that such
& spirit way vital to the right develop-
ment of character, and for that alone
she sought for them the ministry of
James Freewan Clarke. And should
not all parents be equally carefal in re-
gard Lo the same thing! And should
not all ministess seek to give, as far as
in them lies, & pronounced tone of re-
verence to every service they conduct?
Does not the Walchman say the right
word when it says: ** We have heard
much talk and read many artictes on
how ministers should reach ¢ the mass-
es.! We have heard and seen surpris-
ingly little on how ministers by their
sorwous and the conduct of public wor.
ship are to inspire reverence in the
minds of young childron.”—Guide.

The preachers among us will do well
to take heed to themselves in regard to
the impression thelr taanner in the pul-

pit makes upon the young and upon
the old too.

What the Canada Presbyterian says
in the subjoined paragraph may be
accepted in & general way :—

The poorest *‘stick™ in any church
is the cresture who is 80 bigoted that
he refuses to learn anything from other
denominations. There is no church
bester all round than the Prasbyterinc,
but Presbyterians might leaci several
useful things from their neighbors.
From the Episcopalinne some of them
might learn not to allow every tramp
that comes along to use their pulpits.
From the same body they might learn
oot to use the pulpit as & dead head
sdvertising redium. Complaint is
mado of Episcopalian exclosivensss.
The exclusiveness that koeps other than
Episcopal ministers out of the pulpit
way seemn extreme, but it will woear
better than the inclusivenesy that ad.
mitg every “eccleaiastical prowler” into
the puipit. No notices at all is better
than turning the pulpit fnto a Lu iotin
board and using God's house and God's
day for dend-head advertising for the
henefit of every crank who may want
bisshow a*vertiud. From the Metho-
dists we might take wany points in the
way of making our chnrct machinery
flexible and adapting it to our environ- !
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