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THE "BOYS' BRIGADE" AND BILLY'S So did Billy.
SPEECH. l3efore the meeting closed, Billy had to

leave to "dlean an office" for a young lawyer.
Ail of the boys, with one exception, wvho, No soonei' had lie gone than Harry took the

belong to the " Boys' Brigade," of Engle- floor.
wood, had fine uniforms. of which they "There isn't a betteu' or brighter boy in
were Justly proud. That one exception was Englewvood than Biliy Duncan," he sald,
William Dunican, farniliarly called "'Billy." "and we must have him in our parade."
0f course, it wvas poveu'ty that prevented "How he'd look in hia old clothes," ex-
Bllly fronu liaving a bItte suit wvith brass: claimed one boy.
buttons. "Besides. hie wouidn't march," said an-

]3iily's fathier was a drunkard. Billy's. other, - lie'd think he'd spoil thc looks of
motiier wvas a ivoman of strong character. thle procession, and hie would, too."
It was a mystery to rnany how she could "Not if lie had oni a, new military suit."
kicep upl lier courage amidst sucli suiriound- Hlarry spoke ns f Billy already had one;
ings, butt sue realized tliat lier chiidren's. -'and tliat's what lie muist have."
future depeuxded. iii a great mensure, upofl " How's lie going to get it?" asked Sam
thieir home and their niother. Consequently Wrdlleu.
the home ivas ns pleasant as it ivas p)ossible " Let's give up buying ail tliat trash wve
to miale any home wîhere a drunkard lives. taîked about. and have an entertairnent.
Whien the latter ivas absent as lie was most l'il get fatlier to let uis liave tlie hll rent
of the ime, mother andl children lad happy f e.We can have speeches and music and
hours togetiier. tabileaux."

Biliy w'as lis niotler s riglit hiaud man. "WhaL's that got to do -%ith Billy's sit?'"
If it had flot been for luis industry and cailed out one o! tlie boys.
devotion the wolf îvould have entered their "Welî," continuied Harry, "I think 1 can
dloot' long ago. Ho founid many a paying geL Mr. Laite to let us have a suit for Billy
job. He liad been obligcd to give 'Il if we promise to pay for it. And we can

sehol o kep he ometicîvhel ovirîg. ch.arge an admission to our entertainment,
Tiiies ivere liard, so Billy liad no regular you know;, w~e can earn something that

w'ork, buit stili earuied many an lionest pen-
ny. He eut kindlings for several famil1ies, e
getting the wood at a cheap rate f rom a' A wek passed by; the eventful day luad
lumber yard in the vicinitY; selling it by. corne. The Boys' Brigade was in great

thebarelfl. e otendeliveu'ed meat foir 'rxctement ail dlay long. and wvhen Mr-
the barrelful. Hed goteni frtedaes Lake's son. Jim. wvlio belonged to the new

Sometimies lie cau'ried papers. disti'ibuting b'and of Englewood said "the band would
theni at the doors of suibscribers. So in on play foi' tienm witluout pay," it wvas diffi-
way and anothcu B3iiiy hirovile(l foi' thte cuit to keep their enthusiasm ivithin bouinds.
dlear ones at home, motlier and sister Bes- In fact, a good many of them stood on tlieir
ste and liaby Cau'i. agcd thî'ee. Sometimes lieads in their joy.
the fatluet houg-lit a fcw prtovisionis foi' the At seven o'clock in the evening the Boys'
family. luit lie cotuld not 1)(1 dePended On. Br'igade, beau'ing liglited torches, and headed

Wlhia Llîe Boys' Brigadle met at Haru'y by the ine% band. paraded tlirough the
Thloru",'s lieuse to talk ovex' thc proposcd 'streets of Englewood and on to "Thiorn
celebration. Billy wîas p)u'sent. Hall."' whiclî they enteu'ec. B3illy, ciad in a

-We iîîiglit have a par'ade to luegin i7jLli", i)Caultiflil iew military suit, wvas iII the
H-arry suiggestî'd, "we could show off oui' parade. 1-is fine 'ue -yes wvere glowing
uue'N" uniifor-nis." .w'ith dehiglit, foi' lie liad neyer feit so proud

Ail the boys thouigit a par'ade wîouhd lie aîî<1 happy before.
jusi the iing," and ail said so except IAt haif-past seven the hall îvos filled.

Billy. île i''unat.rlied. wîithiott a pat'ticle of The familles of tlie meunbers of the "'Boys'
envy: Bruigade- and the "Newî Band" liad free

- F like to se the parade, but ouf cour-se 1 ticeéts, ail the others paid. Billy Duncan's
b'uintle in i. *cause I i1 e' auui' siiit."; folks weu'e ail there, eveux the "drunkard"

«Oh, 1 lieg your par'don. Biliy," saul "'as seen. aithough Biliy lad not at first
Hlarr'y. "* i fou'got abonut that. l'un reai intended to invîite luis fatlieu'. It lad corne
sori'y: I w'ishii uy s-ilu îvntild stro'eiu s_, as,,abloiit in Luis w'ay: His father ivas sober tîuat
you and I coltld luth get ituto it.'' and thec day. anud w'iueu not uncler the influence of
hox' liugîtec gouid-nauurccIied'. -drink lie wîas alîvays kind.


