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INDIAN RICE MAKING.
The iak-c ivas roughiened by a lîeavy soutix wînd

whcen we set out iii scarcli of the rice camp, whilc
fromn the burning forcsts of Minnesota tlierc caie a
saxoke which covercd ail the land, obscuring every
point and land mark alongr the lake shores.

1rsently %wc %crc consciaus of a duli bcting.
sound, sonxething like thiat w'hicli onc hecars whna
steamboat is bcat.ing lier way, ini the distance. As
%vc advanced down the lake, tlîis sound rcsolved
îtself inito the Inonotanous " tom tom " of tic
Inidianls' driuming. Directing aur course towards
the souind, w~e by and by approachcd a long' low,
sandy point reaching out iinto tic lake. 1lcre
anion- the trees stood a dozCn or so of bircli bark
lodges, and a wlîole fect of bark, canocs la>' along
thc sandy beach before * teni. Evcry living tîiîîg
in the camp came ufortlî to array îtsclf upon the
upper bank as ive drew necar. A curious crowvd of
wandercrs thcy were -old nmen with long, grey hiair;
young mxen witlî a kind of hiall crop, and ill-fitting
clothes, neitiier a grace to savagcry or civilizatiori ; aîid
wormen and haif nakcd childrcn, with thc usual con-
tingent ofhowlîng, lialf-starvcd, mangy dogs.

Mihen we landed, an Enghlishi-speakingýi lalf.brced
came down ta the watcr's; cdgc, shook hands gravcly?
thcn stood asidc whilst his comrades -%vent througli
the saine cercmony in the sanie mechanical nianner.
One old fcllowv particularly iniprcssed nie. ile was
ain old nian, and an old savage. Civilization hiad
not tauched liîmi. He %vore nothing but a wvaist
cloth and a loase blanket, yct lie filled his position as
a savage witlx dignity. If he liad tried to fill any
other lie would hiave looked a fool.

He courteously, showed us whcre to land aur
canoe, then led us up) to anc of Uic largest lodges.
The drurming, whichli lad ceased for a space, once
morc bcgan, and thc painted, bell-begirt band forsoak
the novelty of our appearance for the neyer failing
charms ai the druni. We/ cntered the Iadgc by anc
ai the end doorways, and passing up the centre wvay
shook hands with nunierous wonien and children wvho
%verc seated an the graund iii various places. Then
we sat down ta a council, as the residents
ai the neiglîboring lodgcs droppcd in one by one
ta sce us. Tlîc Chief Counsellar camie in. He had
rcd triangles painted on his chceks and black circles
about his eyes, as ivell as a band of dog-bells about
his waist and a yellov and black cagle feathicr in bis
long black liair. Wc wcre duly impressed by lus
magnificent appearance, 'vhilst we lîctd mute couticil
together, lcarnitlir liowv it ivent with themi in their
hunting and their riceniakzing. Theylhad but onegreat
sarraîv: there was noa tobacco in thc camîp. SaoI
gave tlîcr a'l I had, and universal smoking and
happiness banished this woe also.

lIn another lodgc near by lay a poor sick boy.
They asked us liowv it ivas with him, looking eagerly
for sanie hiopeful reply; but there cauid be noanc.
Constinuption liad wasted hirm to a skeleton, and as lie
la>' panting therc upoti tlîe graund, lie had, but littie
tinie before lus liercafter should reveal itself.

Nearly ail thiese Indians are heathens. Their
inedicines are the tricks af tue canjurars and the
druîîx-beatîng. Ont ancient upholder of savagedomn
ivas discovered btîsily prancing up and down in a
little pît dug- in the ground. This pit ivas lined with
liard bakced clay, and the aId fellow ivas liusking the
parclîcd, %vild rice by the prinmitive methôd af trcading
it out, somcwvliat aftcr the nmanner af thc oxen in the
Bibical record. H-e liad nat a tag upon bis body
save the afore-înentioned loin clatb. A fev minutes
of this jumping up a,îd down %vith a slight rotary
mavenient scrved ta make the rice and its husk part
canîpany.

et xnany large fires scattered thraugh the camp
tliere werc women busily raastîng the irésh gathered
rice in great pots, ta parch its lîusks, befare it should
pass under the treatmcnt describod above.

Others wcre out in the rice nxarshes beating out
the grain inta tlîe bottams ai their canocs. Sa cach
anc talzcs part in this hîappy hîarvcst tinxe, when aIl
tlîc worid ta therm is bright and peacefut and there
is plcnty in the camp.

I laoked inta ane tent, whcre there was an Indian
ivaman sewing moccasinis as usual, and behind hier
pcecd out twa little fir-lîaircd cbildren, blue-eyed
as any Saxon. Their father was a wvhite man, and
thxis uvas the inhîeritancc af his children.

Be sure -%ve did flot leave 'without a visit to the
scene ai flic drunx beating. 1-ere we iound a cleared
space cncircled by a periphery of heathens, whilst
four af their number bcat a solemn tatoo upon a big
drum placed iii the centre. Nearly aIl ofitheni wcre
painted and feathered, and otherwîse adorned, more
thani is usual in these days. After a short pause in
the proceedings, anc af thc number arase and gave
the rest an address uponi the state ai hunting pros-
pects, and the delight his tribe %would experience if
the friends af this camp would pay thein a visit
TMien carefully producing a snxaîl paper ai eut
tobacco, tic speaker ivent round ta each particular
star of the constellation anîd presented hîim; with a
pipeful, receiving a grunt af approbation in return.
Thcy tiien ail lighted tîjeir pipes, and the drumming
went on again.

Sa wc left tlxem, and as we passed on betore the
south îind down the lake, the saund of their drum-
bcat iahloîvcd us long after the smoky air had hiddeq
fraîn us aIl ather signs of their existence.
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