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CONGREGATIONALISM.

England, se dear to us stili. ]Rival sects
thero were none. Dissent 'sas a terni un-
kznown. Every man wlho 'sas a Christian
'sas, as a matter of course, a Churcliman.
And the people of those early daYs 'sould
have been not a littie surprised liad they
beon told that evcryone miglit w'orship
Christ just as hoe liked, in his ow'n Nvay-
that there Nsas no visible Churdli in wvhich
lis Pïcsence 'sas feit and Ris Spirit moved.

MWhere, then, did the numberless sects of
to-day spring from? Wlîat is their origtin ?
They sprang, alas!1 in the first instance,
from, the Churcli, and lad their origin in.
the stornis and troubles of the Reforma-
tien. Think of it, you 'sho nover cross the
Churclh's threshold or enter lier sacred
precincts. Your forefathers worshipped at
lier altars and subscribed to lier Creed.
They received lhelp and consolation in their
pilgrimage fromn the prayers 'se stiil repeat.
They died in the faitli of tixe Chiurcli, and
thcy sloop their last sloop beneath the
shec-ter of lier 'salis. Nover say you have
no concern in the old Churcli of England.
Why, sIc, is the cradie of the best instincts
of your race, and whlatever religion you
no's have is a fragmelnt tomn from. lier
teaching!1

It 'sas fifteen hundred years after Christ
'sIen modern Dissent first saw the ligî,lt.
And the first body of modern Dissenters
'sere those 'sho are stili known as Inde-
pendents o- Congregationalists. The prin-
ciple of Congregationalismn is, briefly, that
cach congregation of Christian people is
a Chùrdli to itself. The first mule of the
Congregational, Union of England and
Wales recognises ' as the distinctive prin-
ciple of Congregational Churchies tIe
Scriptural rîglit of every sepamate Churdli
t'o naintain, perfect independence in the
goverhnent and administration of its own
tiffairs.' And 'se are told elsewheore that
this means that ' a Churcli (i.c. a congre-
gation) fa èomipIete in. itself;« and t11hat ail
questions of faiLli, discipline, and member-
slip are th be settled by its inembers.'

Sudh principles as. these are, of course,
not at ail in harmony 'with those 'se have
,been advocating. Instead -of speaking of

oe society or kingdom. of Christ upon
earth as being, in accordance with is
2dlind, we mnust, if we accept tliem, say that
REis idea 'sas a multitude of whofly inde-
pendlent bô'dies, ecd acting in the way it
chc.ises. Instead of one arniy of many
battalions xnarching agrainst a common foo
'se must picture multitudes of smaîl cern-
panies skirmishîng and sallying forth on
their o'sn account, and without reference to
tIe exploits of tbeir neiglibours. Thon, too,
'sre must say that the people of Antiodli
showed culpable 'scakness in accepting tlic
deec of the Council of Jcmusalem. They
should have sent badi tlic disciples wvlen
they came, telling them thcy could adlinow-
ledge noeoxternal authorty-that tlic ques-
tion must be sottled anîong and by them-
selves. St. Paul, also, 'sas violating this
principle 'sien lie 'srote to Titus ini Crete
' to ordain eIders in every city,' ' to set
tixinga in ordler,' and 4'to cxsort and rebuke
'sitli ail authority,' in fact, to superintend.
ail tIe cengregations in tIe island; or,
again, 'sIen ho wrote to Timothy similar
directions about the ovcrsighit of the eiders
and congregations ini and around Ephiesus.
For ecd separate congregation, on the
principle of thc Independents, should have
resentcd sudh interference as hein- contrary
to tIc Wil of Christ.

But, still further, 'se must be prepamed
to abandon some of thc most beautiful of
New Testament imagemy as more vague
phrases liaving no real practical meaning.
Wlien our Lord speaks of the Vine.and ifs
bran.ches, of thc one Flock under the One
Shepherd, of the Kingdom with ifs subjeets
living under the equal laws, of a mucli-
Ioved BIng, 'se mnust suppose that He has ne
thouglit of our relation to ene another, but
only to Himself.

When S. Paul spcàks of Christians form-
ing the Spiritual Body of Christ, of the
members acting: in concert together, mejoic-
in- and sorrowing togeteuie s r
the members of the human frame-still
'se -must be careful to mecoilect that lie is
only referring te somo invisible Chumch, of
'which, indeed, he tells us littie..

Oh!1 dear friend, how eau I continue te
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