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CHAPTER XIV.

Lafe withiu the prison.  Tho patriarch of thieves, or
Captatu Duinas —soveral attempis at escape—the
Germin baron Vau hawsug—th s Jailer.

Cawbray and Waterworth, several days after
their nerest, wero taken out of the lockup aud
placed in n room with about n dozen other
scoundrels in accorduuce with the deplomble
custom adopted in our wisous: there they met
Matbieu aud Gagnon and several other vitlaing
alike distinguished in the annals of vice. With
these they cutered into criminal compacts and
feesh couspirncics against sociely.  Itis difficult
to imagiuc, and faruore to portray the diabolical
manners that reigned in that lawlesscircle.  To
givo u faint idea of it, however, we shall agam
adopt the language of the King'scvidence Water-
wortly, from whow the greater part of our in-
formation has been derived.

« \Vhilstin the lock-up and loaded with chains,
our condition became so frightful to me that 1
believe 1 could not have endured it much loager,
but g3 good luck would have it we were seon
taken onut aud placed ina room were we met
several of our old acquaintances. From thus
day tho prisnn by no means appeared so bhorrible
a Mace; nnd had +* not been for our natural
yearnings for liberty, & sentiment common to all
mankind and a subject of decp despair to the
inmates, we would have been rather happy than
otherwise. We had nothing to do all day but
1o relate our former prowess angd invent schemes
of eseape and future depredations.  Qur ancient
fricnds told us of all their tricks, their adven-
turés, their insight into the constructions of the
wealthiest bouses and the proj -ts in which they
expected to engago on their re-entrance into
tho world. In this way we encouraged cach
otlicr in viee, and the least expericnced among
us Soon acquired & wondrous knowledge of our
art. "We had amongst us & singular character
in the profession, one Dumae, aa extremely
expert and cautious thicf, who though be bad
nover incarred the risk of dancing i the air, he
nevertbeless had passed the greater part of his
life in prison. By his compauions, this man was
called Captain Damas, who logked up to bim as
their patriarch and instructor. This ‘original
character had kept a jourcal of his exploits and
thoso of his littlo band for ten years, and also
undertook the task of teaching the ‘young the
seeret of bis trickery, aud of initiating the inex-
perienced into tho dotails of criwminnl attempts
past and fature. At the approack of the crimi-
nal term, he nominated himself president of an
Amatear Court, beforo which each of the
prisoners pleaded bis cause, to cach be gave the
substance of his defeuce, wroto speeches for them,
addressed tho jury, administered a paternal repri-
mand to the guilty, and laughingly prosounced
sentenco upon atl. Thus the iumates mutanlly
instructed cach other in their little industrinl
vocations, and beeame familiar with tho peaaltics
jmposed by the law op their misdemeagours,
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Among us was a man of herculean streugth,
who amused us by playing at hanging; this .he
did by sguspending hiraself by the chiin on o
silk handkerchief and imutating the contortions
of the body, while on the gibbet,  We were not
always idle, howeyer ; for whiie Maghien busied
himself in making false keys of wood to carry
out our projects of escape, Cambray and [ had
mnde arrangements with a coiner, nined Ke—y,
and in concért with him we worked at an
apparatus, intended on onr diZcharge, to convert
our virgin silver into American hulf dollars.

Oue dark and rainy night, just such a one as
invites the drowsy seutinel to a nap iu his box,
white it favours the enterprise of crime, we all
set to svork in right good carfcst, to effect our
escape. Ina short time eight dours bad been
opened, a ceiling piereed, a wall broken through,
a rope ladder hung; all that was wanted to
complete our liberation was thesignal ¢ are you
ready,” when the ill-omened voice of alarm
sounded through the jail, and we werediscovered,

Tmmedintely a picket of soldiers invested the
place, and we all rusbed to our beds to escape
the punishment consequent upon theattempt. It
is astonishing that it is almost impossible to
enter into any conspiracy without & rumor of it
reaclung the ears of the jailer; there are too
many people in the same apartment, there is
always some traitor to be found among them,
who tu gain favour is ready to sacrifice the lives
of his cumpanions, but we well knew how to
punish these treasonable disclosures and care-
fully watched the suspected spy, making him
pry dearly for any little favours he obtained.
Cambray above all was inexorabie in his_perse-
cution, till at last the jailer was compelled to
remove some of bis victims, who till that time
had lived in perpetual martyrdom.

During the time I remained in prison, there
were several attempts of this nature, the most
- daring of which was perbaps that of Cawmbray.

One day whilst we wero allin the yard the
| door was opened 1o pernit the entrance of alond
of wood. Cambrey, seizing the opportunity,
zrushcd through the gate into the street, over-
turning a carter in his violence, together with a
seatry, who stoqd on guard, but his precipitation
was checked by the vehicle, and hg was retaken
by some soldiers who had arrived in time to
prevent his escape. But the best concerted plan
took place shiortly after this event.

Onc of the prisoners—und it was Mathien, we
f believed, who had taken this liberty—bad made
wooden koys for every door.of the jail pot
‘exc’epﬁng even that of the enirance. Every

arrangement Lad been made for a gencral sartie,

and the conspirators wero completely sheltered
from suspicion. Provust, who was at the bead
! of this morement, was to have opened the doors
of every room during the night time, gathered
the prisoners in the passage, descended quicty
and opened the outer door, gixdn the sigaal 1o
lenve, got tho wholo band adislessly into the
passage, armed ‘the most détefmined with the
guas of the gudrd, 2.ad.led them all anto the
street, with the full determinalion to assassinato
the scatinel had ho offered to oppose their exit.
This plan was partly carried into e&'fhct, and
“whilst the little army was arranged, in tho pass-
age, awaiting impatiently the sigaal of Provost,
who waga criniinal condemuoed to trauspotiation
and who Bad descended to opon the doots, ke,
in order to havchisscatence commated, informed
the jailer and thus made a merit of bis treason,
and obtaincd great favoue for having done so,
whilo the leadt gailty in tho affaic wero thrown
into the cells. This Provost is aman of thevery
worst character; ho fully nterits transportation,
nnd I heartily hope it may come to pass before
long.

Our companions in this abode of critg were
men entirely lost to decency and eharacter ;. but
sométimes hatred or predudice or blind suspicion
threw the innocentor the young in with therest.
It wag horrible to listen to the sarcasm and jest-
ing of which these simpletons, for g0 wo called
them, were made the subjects; and if the new
comers were not progf against every thingin the
shupe of vice, the contagion of evil in every
form, they were surc to fall into tho ways of
those by whom they were surrounded,

There is a man there at present of high birth
and great hounesty. 1 um convinced that he was
rediiced to the greatest misery by a series of
mirfortunes, and by deplorable accident he was
finally thrown intu this den of infamy. Howas
an inliabitant of St Jean Port Joly, a Cunadian
peasant. He was kuown iz his pagish as the
German Bavon, a loeal corruption of Van Kaing,
which in the German sigaifies son of the Kyog.
He told me his history * itis one of great interest,
even romantic in its details.  His father was an
officer in an English regiment, which wos
stationed in Canadn about sixty years ago; le
was of German parentage, being the only son of
Baron Vae Koeing, one of the most noble and
wealthiest Barous of Germauny. His futher
placed him in the English army uaptil such timo
s his age warranted bis appearance among the
digoitarics of his native Ewmpire. Unfortunately
this young officer, amiable, wealthy and with
every prospect of fame before Lim, was naturally
of a thoughtless disposition, preferring o life of
contented retirement to the labour and anxiety
autendant upon o distinguished position.  Hav-
ing wandered over the greater part of Canada,
he at last fixed his residence at * Riviers
Quelle” where be beeame acquay..ed with a
beautiful peasant girl, the daughter of a furmer
in that vicinity, whom he afterwards married.

For some tume he lived iu pleaty and never
dreamed of returning to Germany, but his re-
soutrces Soop began to fuil, his family to increase,
his pledges of affection;to doubleyand this son
of the king sawt the moment of indigence rapidly
approacbing. At last lus fatber's death occurred
and the succession became vacant ; too poor and
too idic to reclim his estates in person, tho
German Baron employed a Canadian lawyer in
his stead, giving lim power to dispose of his
domains and digaitics. The collateral inheritors,
who, in the absence of the beir, bad sueceeded
to the immense property, to diseacumber them-
selves of the legitimate claimant gave his agent
a sum of several thousand florins, quite sufficient
to render the Canadian family of Van Rowog
perfectly independent, but which was completely
squandered at tho cend of twenty years. The
son of this Baron destined by birth to revel mn
faxury, to hold dominlon over fus fellow crea~
tares, to . Jorn the forcmost ranks of sdctety n
Burope, found himself at more than thirty years
of age, poor, ignorant, bumble 1 appearance 3s
the peasantry with whom he had been brought
up, and to crown all, the inmate of a prison.
Whete thea is the superiority of hicth and rank ?
—raise the dcmocrat, the mun of the people, and
lower the monarch, and not one of nature’s laws
will bo broken not a priociple violated.

You are aware that last sinter thenhabrtaots
of the various parishcs of the ¢onaty of Rimoush
and Kamouraska wero redaced to great want
by the failure of their crops. St. John Port
Joly sufered considerably 1a the general dearth,
and among tho rest the German Baton found
himself, his wifs and cbildren, on the verge of
starvation,

One fearfully cold cvening, when the thermo-
moter stood at fifiy degrees below z¢ro, and
tbe wind heet furiously over the village and
againgt tho frozen weods in e viginity, thero



