
860 THE SATUIRDAY READER.
lost among savage rocks and precipices, bearinj
evidenco to terrible volcanic convulsions at soin
remote period.

The purityýand freshness of the bigyhly rarifie4
atmostphere (for San Agustin stands 8000 fée
above thc level of the sea> renders it a deliciouý
retirement for invalids, or thoso Who requiro re,
pose ; for the place is full of an intense solitude
pcculiarly adapted for peace and meditation.

But once a year, on the feast of Wbitsuntide
this quiet village is roused from its lonely calii
and bccomcs the scene of an orgie-a fover-.,
wtild' infatuation, wich lasts for three days.

The fair of San Agustin is pcrhaps unique ir
the world. Neither the German batbs, nor th(
French fêtes, nor the feasts of Andalusia, no.
tho Englisb Derby-day offer a parailel te it.

The Peruvians alono have something of the
kiad st Chorrilîos, butflot upon the saine scale.

To giee a perfect picture of this fair,we must
look back a few yoars, for new tho influx olFrench and Englisb, and the graduai influienceo:t
European civilisation is beginning te bo felt, and
Mozican manners and customns are not what tbey
were ton years ago, at least in the capital; a feiw
years more will doubtless round off the corners
of Mexican nationality, as the water of a sinal]
utrearn ruba the corners off stones.

,, Formerly the approach of the Whitsiuntide
Pair, was the most important eventin the wvbole
year for the families of Mexico and the vicinity.

Who stayed away? No one 1
The women came to dance and exhibit their

most gorgeons toilettes, the men came to gambie,
and the working people to cect booths, stables,
restaurants, tents and games of ail kinds.

The Government employé saved bis carnings
ail the year round in a porcelain savinga bank,broke the xmysterious jar on Whitsuneve, and
changed its contents into gold, with the inten-
tion of geing to San Agustin te gamble, to Win
of course, to return, and then-to buy furniture,
a grand embroidered coat, a great broad-brim-
med hat with a silver serpent (the embIein of
Mexico) twisted round it, clothes for the ehildren,
and-what net?

The commercial clerk asked leave of absence
and part of bis salary in advance, boping te
return with his pookets fu of gold, to buy that
chestaut horse and cmbroidered saddle, a dia-
mond ring for Juanita,' and the car-rings for bis
comadre (co-godmothcr...i.e. co-spensor for the
saine child, a sacred and beautiful reiationsbip
in Mexico).

As for the rich, they were at the saine tino
plaintiff and defendant, se te speak, for they
united in ferming the capital of the monte banks,'aiso reserving a fund of 15 or 20,000 dollars te
play against thenselves for their iudividual
amusement.

They securcd the best bouses, sent the best
French and Mexican cooks, collected their
friends around tbem, and ate, and drank, gara-
led, danced, and mado merry for tbree censecu-
tivo days, foi'gtting business, pelities, intrigues,
their own existence in fact, if sncb a thiug is
possible.

Oh; the pleasure 1 the mad oblivion of cvcry-
thing disagreeable ia life> that was achieved in
that little village 1

Oh, San Agustin! thou hast been tho cause ofgrierous night-watchos, tears of ageny shpd by
innocent families, siglis, and grean and bitter
remorse, reselutions neyer falfilled, and mag-
nificent planis scatterod te the winds !

if we couid gather together, and soc, fuel, or
touch, the agonies, the curses, the centrasts,« the
bitter diabolical pîcasures cf those Who one
moment placed tlieir mountains of gold on thy
fatal green tables, te sec thein disappear as by
enchantinont in tbo next., we sbould assurodly
die from the touch of sucb cruel tormnt, as if
struck by lightning from heaven 1

.But thoso turnes are gene, thank God! neyer
te retnrn; and tho samo magrnificees Who then
poured eut their gold like water on the green
tables, whoe two linge candîe wero burning
day and night, making those dismal dens still
more lugubrieus, and wbere tho melliflueus chink
of gold was ever mouinding, go now with perhaps
three or four miserable doubloons in their pockets,
losç thom at the flr&t but, looklçsulky2 açw d l

ig their arins, or perbape borrow a shilling, and
e take tho first omnibus back te the city.

"lYen may mak-, a note of it" tb at ail Mexico
d in thoý;o threo days of Whitsuntide, gambled at
t San Agustin.
sa Those wbo diti net go, that ie te say ladies ofveysrc pno 1 ,timorous paterfamilias, and0sncb of the clergy as would avoid the sinof

scandai, nevcrthelcss made up their little purge,, or littie cow (vaquita), as tbey facetiousiy calle(
I? it, and sent ber te, market at the fair of San
ýa Agustin, in the charge cf some confidential

friend.
n IL iwerthy cf notice, and might make a text

ýo for a sermon on the force of custoin, ibat the
ýr laws which prohibit ganbling, the morality

wbicbi reproves i, and evon Mrs. Grtindy ber.
aself, wbo would persecute a hennit in ii cave?*were uttcnly ignored anti nullifieti turing these
tbtrco days of "9pascua." Generals, merchants,

ýf fiars, clerks, Brotbren of th o lcy Cellege,
,f barristers, doctors, boys, and oit men, all-all '1 ne matter wbotber ricb or poor, went in and out
rof the monte-banks without concealment or
rdisguise.

9 The first day of the fair, ail the carniages in
1the city, ahl the diligences, omnibuses, carte,

horses, mules, and doukeys, are in motion by
3six o'clock in the mcrning, and even at that
3eariy heur, men, women, and chiltiren (or as the

Mexicans politely bave it, Il woncn, men, anti
chiltiren") may be seen, cager te secure places in
the coaches, wbich, when filled, leavo at a rapid
pace, in order te retura in time for anether
fane.

On the second day the excitement is net quite
se great, as many efth te mest cager vetaries
do net return te the city until the fair is ever,

1anti aise because a still grester number reserve.themselves for the third and great day.
1 Then, indeed, the roati te San Agustin le a
perfect miracle.

Any one ignorant cf iLs cause wcuid suppose
7that a general emigration cf the whoie city was

on foot.
Let us aise go te San Agustin-for if we re-

main in tho capital, we shah tdic cf ennui. Net
a seul to bo seen, net even the oit blind beggar-
man wvho, on every other day lu the year, baunts
the door of the Hotel Iturbide, drening eut bis
IlPity the peer blint;-" cor cen friend, the drunk-
on oIt paralytic wonan, wbo drags berseif, seat-cd on a bit of bide, aiong the stnetby ber bands
ant ichels, sbouting for."' socorre"l (aime) at the
piLou cf ber bout and unnusical voice.

They, toc, bave gene te San Agustin, anti the
feeling cf being the "I ast man" becomes insup-
portable.

To San Agustin then 1
Ou arrivai, the first eperation is breakfast, and

a very pleasant operation iL is, for the clear
Ilupland" air creates an appetite, and there je
the breakfast waiting us.

Let us cnt i t> aye, and pay fer iL. It is goot,
but ccstly, very ccstiy I

After breakfast lot us go te the montes, the
principle attraction, the spécialté cf the feast.
We enter a spacious lofty rocin whicli may
bave ben the roceptien-roi cf soino viceroy
cf other imes ; a roon iighted up by five or
six windows, ieoking on te a piensant garden,
in which dilapitated feuntain.q stili play, and
whero flgs and other luscieus fruits may bo
had for the trouble of plucking.

Tho recmi h crewted with people.
Ia the centre is a long table, coveret with

dark-grcen cloth, on which certain divisions
are symmetrically tracet eut with ycllow
tape.

On the righit are plnced a thousanti golden
teubleons, aeatiy pilet in tens; on the leftianether theusand, anti in the centre a littie
inountain cf emaller golden coins. At ench
cnd cf the table stand two enormons candiesj
cf beeswax, which humn day andi nighît, althougb
their red flanci s sarcely distinguishablo in thei
mid-day sua.1

Clcsly surrounding this table, a vast con-q
course cf peeple iccngrognted, their cye
intentiy fixet on the geit and on the cards.

If we speak te thon, they do net answor;
if a finlenters~ they know 4hlm net;i 4 thero

cis a disturbanco in the streot, they neyer hear it ;
if it rains the immemonial "lcats and dcgs,"1 tbeyno romain in total ignorance.

t It ià net a Morgue, it is net the Inquisition,
nor the Council of Ton; but thero is a sone-)f tbing in the vcry atinosphere cf a gambliiig-

i bouse incxpressibly oppressive and appalling.)f Before preceeding fartber, lot usexplain thegiec"Mne"by which se many bearts are
I broken.
n Tho dealer bolds in bis band a pack cf cardsJ face downwards. Fron tho top ho draws twe,plncing thein on bis rigbt and left-king antit aco perhaps. Tho players selec t their cardyeanti place their mcney by its side. Wben aly the bots are made, the deniecr turns the pack

face upwnrds, and carcfuily draws off card by
carti until another king or another ace appeariz.
If it is a king, ho takes in aIl the mcney bet on
the ace in an incredibly short space cf tiine,
anti thon leisurely pays those wbe bot on the
king the ameunt cf cash tbey bad on the table.
t There are nules cennectod witb this gainerwhich secure a certainly in faveur cf the deni-
er, but it is unnocesary te enter inte theso

Ldetails: we mercly wish te tescribe Wbitsuntide
,in Mexico.
r Lot us mark the proceeding
tIt os a moment cf scleinnity 1 The deaier, witha dexterity and cecînese wortliy cf a bettcr
causeP shuffies the littie bock cf fortune in an

1alnost imperceptible manner, and throws tho1two first carde on tbe table. Tbere is a general
movenent. The gamblers have their favourità
cards, their superstitions snyings and even
verses.

The turnet-up carde are an ace anti a
knve.

The knnve is the pepular carti in Mexican
superstition. Every cee places bis moncy on
tho knavta.

Ameng others, a yeung man wboma we havebeen watcbing, andi wbo bas been censtantiy
lcsing. lie bas been playing the certain
garne as he enlie it, cf double or quite; ho
Cali ealwaya lose.

This tiine bis beL is 800 golden ouînces on the
knnve.

Tho fortune cf a omail faniiy I
There i scareeiy nnything bet on the ace,but tho favourite i well backeti.
Everytbiug is neady I the dealer turne the

cards, anti prepares te draw then off.
The silence is intense: you mnigbt hear theflap cf a fly's wing, or the hcating cf your ucigh-

bour's boant. Every card that is drawn off is ahope reviveti or a fear dispelled, anti brings usnearer te thoend cf this anxiety, wbicb je bc-
ceming unendurable. The denier alonoi per-
fectly cool, anti bas ne furtloer intcrest in tho
affair than bis day's saIary (about eight peunts),
anti appears te take a plensure in proionging
the suspense; ho draws off the carde hiaîf an inch,thon stops, sbowing the top cf tbe king's crowa
or the knave's bat-whe can tell wbich ?

Slewiy ho passes on-lt was tho king, net the
knave.

At last the suspense is ended, anti the ncec is
tho winning card.

Tho silence i broken!1 The denier rakes in
tho treasures whose ownership was uncertain
the moment before.

Do we sec anytbing lutecorous whcn the re-
suit is kncwn ? No; we canuet but admire thue
gontlenanly delicacy which is observet on
these occasions. Thero is ne cursing, Or swcar-
ing, or unseemiy conduct.

The victins suiffer in silence, or %vith an eut-
wart cheerfuines extromely touching.

le thig inheriteti from the dîgnity cf thue old
Spaniard, or frein the l'npassibility cf the In-
dian ? Quient sabe ?

on sono occasions there havo been ns xnanyas fifteen or twcenty nmonte-tables, witb a capi-tal cf 50,000 or 60,000 dollars each, se that it is
net tifficeit te believe that, taking into accouit
mentes, hotels, restaurants, cock-flgiots, balle,
dresses, anti ail tho tifferent.cxponditunes con-sequeut on theso amusements, thero May have
circulatet, as bias becu statet, a million cfdollars il% the thrc daï's' feast of Whitsg~itti ln
Mçziço.
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