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SCIENTIFIC AND USEFUL.

I3 a Jetter to the Paris Academy, Professor Silvestrl,
of Catano, gives somo particulars of a terriblo carth-
quako that occurred in tho neighbourhood of Glarre,
atten o'clock on tho vight of thie 1Sth of July. It has
destroyed two hundred houses, killed rixty-four i_)eop!c.
and wounded uearly as man{ Tho villago of Foudo-
de-Yacebin, ot tho foot of Mount Moscarelo, i3 re-
duced to o muss of stones, Tho most destructivoeflocts
of tho carthquake have been over o space about alijlo-
metro in area, n a longitudinal dircction from Fondo-
do-Macchia to tho sea,

REW FIRR ANNTINLATOR~—A numher of seientific
gcmlemcn havoe been witnessing experiments at Mr.
Villing's premises, at King's Crose, with n new fire
extinguishier, the patent of Dr Carlier and Mr. Vig-
non. A hugd firo was highted threo ticaes, each moro
{)m\'criul thun ity predecessor, and a meu with ono of
lie machines, it i3 said, compfo(ely mastered tho con-
flagration {n o fw seconds.  The nactune is purtable,
and costs {rom L4 to £, Itisalways charged; may
Leslung upon a person’s shoulders; and can bo used
Ly a child. Tho charge simply consists of a large
seidlitz compound; and, tho vessel betng aintightand
capablo of bearmnz o pressure of 160 1b to the fuch, the
lhlluld containiug the gas can bo projected to a con.
siderable distanco. 1hie experituents were deemed
satsfactory.

ViTreors VARNIsP.— That a vitreous varnish will
improvemusicalsoundsthere wasevidence lately given
tn tho Ruilder, whero it wasstated, in an article on
chiurch bellg, that o peculinr mellowness of thie tono of
old bells was produced by the oxidation of tho sur-
face of tho metal. forming a rort of glassy crust aver
it. Glass insulators, too, aro said to improve thotones
of pianos.

Mg. GaLR, who belieres that ho has discovered the
seciet of making gunpe vder innocuons, has patented
and revealed higplan.  He mixes glass, ‘gmund rery
fine, with tho powder in the proportion of four to one,
and the powder sill then bear to L stirred with o
red-hot poker without exploding.

Tue WAY BUTTER 18 MADE 1N NORMANDT.~" The
cream §3 tied up in o canvas bag, and then buriedin a
hole in the ground for twenty-tive hours. Attheend
of this timo 3t forms a hard mass, which 53 broken up
with a wouden pestie, whercupon the buttermilk runs
away. The pounding and tho washing only occupy
tw o minutes, and, os tho reader will see, the butter is
made with less Iabour than in any churn yetinvented,
1n the winter, when the yrogud ‘is frozen, the cream
is buried jn sand placed for the purpose in cellars, and
a donble bag is rometines emploved to make sure of
getung no sand or earth into the butter.'”

AT tho last meeting of the Academy of Sciences, M.
TPirnkowski detailed somo expenments which showed
that meat salted with acetate of suda is easxl{ dnied,
keeps an agreeabile odour, and, morcover, Is more
casily unsalted than meat prepared with cornnmonealt,

A SEAROXABLE HINT —Ono who knows assures us
that repeated deerscd 2 0o 3o vjes of Lius o wid, it wiach
camphor has been dissolved, form an excellent cure
for incipent bowel compluin & Ono pcnn‘yworth of
n‘no oil will dissolve abouta pennywortl of the cam.
phor.

A uo0sT remarkable case of prolonged sleeping fitsis
givenin Tae Medical Times. Tho patient, whose case
was more fully reportedin a previous number of that
Journal, still sleops a9 long and profoundly as cver,
although the first attack commenced five ycars ago
All the means at present emploved fal to arouse him
when seleep; and s frends stato that he has lately
lost activity apd cnergy. Tho number of hours ho
sleeps rauges from 11 to 133, whilst tho number of
Lourshe remains awake averages sbout 6 Whatever
time of tho day the patient rises, ho always feels tired
and leepy the eame esculng, and returns to bed about
10 0’1 )c‘L Several times his fliends baveo endeavoured
to keep lnm awake all night, aud once, with very
great effort, they accomplished it.  Another caso ot
Krulongod sleep was reported sutne time presiously, by

f Ilandet. ilere the panentslept forty days, then
iy, and aferwards twelve months; but thieso extra.
ordinary 1lts of torpidity were scparated by long inter-
vals of heaith,

CAUSES OF STDDEN Dratur.—Very forw of the sud-
den deaths which are said to anise from discases of the
heart, do really anire from that cause. To ascertain
the reat arigin of sudden deaths, the experiment has
boen tried In Eurone, and reported to a rcientific con-
gress held at Strashourg.  Sixty-six cases of sudden
death wero made the rubject of a thorough post
morfers exammnation. in theso cases, only two had
died from direase Gf the bicart.  Jane out of gianty-sux
had died fiom apoplexy, whilo thero wero forty-s.x
cases of congestion of tho lungs, thatis, the luugs were
=0 full ot Llooad they could not work, there not being
room cnox;;,ru for a suflicient quantity of air to enter to
r-um])ort life. The causes that l\smducc congestion of
tho Jungs are—cold feet, tight clotling, costivobowels,
aitting stifl until chilled "after being warmed with
labour or a rapid walk; guiag too suddenly from a
clore, heated room into tho cold afr, especially after
speaking, and sudden depressivo news operating on
tho blood. Thesocauses of sudden death being known,
anavoldanceofthem may serve tolengthen many valu.
abio Jives, which would otherwise bo lost under the
verdict of hears-complaint. That discase is supposed
to Lo ifnevitablo and incurable, hence mauy mway not
take the pains they would to avoid sudden death, if
they knew ft lay in thelr power.

To I'nesenve THE FLOWERS oF A NOSEGAT —Lot
a spoonful of charcval powder be added to the water,
angd the flowers will last 23 long as they wounld on the

iant, without any need of coanging the wator, or
&:ﬁng any troubio at atl,

WITTY AND WHIMSICAL,

Abpvicr fram an old sosker, Never put water In
your liquor; it inevitably damps your spirits,

Tne govesnor of a country prison when asked how
mauy hocould lmug on Wisnow drop, repiied, *Why,
sir, wo can hang 6iX; but can hang four comtortably {*

Tue Chinesebelieve, when an eclipro takes place,
that a monster is preying on tho sun, and go forth with
drums and cymbals to scaro him away,

«Pa, they tell us about the angry vcean; what
makes tho ocean angry ?* = Oh, it hiag been crossed so
ofien.”

DIPPERENT PREMISES —Syduey Smitls, pn&clnf a
by-street behind St. Paul’s, heard two wonen abusing
cach other from opposite houses * They will never
agree, ": said the wit; “'they argue frum differont pre-
mises.

; \\il)\m can donkey be spelt with onoe Jetter?— When
ts U

SuerTiNG vp TR PArsos —Tho best Joke wo havo
heard fora fong timo was crached by a village preach.
or. He was preaching on a very sultrv day, in a
small room, and was annoyed by those who casually
dropped in, after thoservices had commenced, inva.
riably closing the door after them. 1iis patiencoat
Teugth oxhausted by tho extremo oppressiveness of tho
hieat, he vociferated to an offtnder, *Friend, { believe
if } was preachiog in a bottle, you would pat the cork
int" .

AT the Manchester Exhibition, some years ago, wo
overheard & group of mill-girls commentng on that
wonderful picture, * The Threo Mariee.” " Which
bo'em?” said one. “Why, t'onc’s Bloody Mary (was
the rcplyt. and t'other’s’ Mary Qucen o Scols; and
hang me if 1 know who tissun is.”” A younger girl,
freshier from hier schoo), suggosted that tho third might
perhaps bo tho Virgin Alary; but herhintdidnot carry
conviction with it

« TaaTt was a horrible affuir,” said a gentleman in
company, tho murdor or Dean, and the sealing up of
his remains in atin box’—*What Dean?’ asked half
a dozen voicesatonce ** Sar Dean,” replied tho wag.

A New York Sabbath school teacher asked o young
vpil the meaning of ““the wages of sin 1s death.”” Tho
{:oy did not know what wages were, and was asked
«what his fatlier got on Saturday night?*'—**Druak,”
was the answer, .

TuE Crook ~*“Yy frlends,” said a returned missio
ary, at oncof thelato avniversary meetings, “lot u
avoid sectarian bitternesa, Thoinhabitants ot Hindos.
¢apn, whero 1 hasve been labouring for many years, have
a proverb that, “Though you bathie s dog’s tail in oil,
aud lind ftin sphnts, yet you cannot get the erook out
of it * Now, n man’ssectarian bias is simply tho crook
in tho dog’s tail, which cannot becradicated; and 1
hold that evervono ehould be allowed to wag his own
neculiarily in peace?” [Lreat laughter and applause.)

WieN tho Committee of the French Academy were
employed in preparing the vell-known Academic Die-
twnary, Cusier, renowned for his wit s well as his
learmng, came ono day into tho room where they were
holding a scssion. ** Glad to sce you, 1. Cuvier,” sald
ono of tho forty; we have just finished a definition
which we think quite satisfactory, but on which we
should like to have youropinion. Wehavobeen defin-
ing tho word crab, apvd explaived itthus:* Crab, &
small red fish which walks backwards.”’—* Perfect,

entlemen,” said Cuvier, ** only if you will give me

cave, I will make ono smallohservation in natural
tustory. The crab is nota fish, {t i3not red, $t docsnot
watk backwards. With these exceptions your defini.
tion is excellent.”

A Fiotny PATIENT —Abernethy onceeaid to a rich
but dirty {mticnt, who consuited him about an crup-
tion, ¢ Let your senant bring to you three or four
pails of water, and put it into a washtub; take
off your clothies, get Juto it and rub yourself well
withi soap and a rough towel, and you'll recover.*—
* Tlus advico scoms very mucix liko telling mo to svash
mself,”” said tho patient —Well,” sa..f Aberuoethy,
* 1t 1nay be open to such a construction *

«I'vy heard, captain,” said an Euglish traveller to
the captain of a steamer, runningon tho Upper Missis.
<ippl, ** that your Western steamboats can run in very
slioal water—where, in fact, tho wateris not more than
1wo or threo feet deept''—* Two or threo feet deep ™
exclaimed thecaptain, in tones of witliering conteropt ;
« why. two wouldn't give a—~—for a boat out hero that
couldn’t run on the siceat of a walergntcher !

A ¢ooD anccdoteis told of Manager Price, Theodore
ook, and the cccentric Cannon  Afteradinner given
by Me. Stephen ¥rice, of Drury Lane Theatre, all the

uests, with the exception of Cannon and Theodore

1uok, having long since retired, tho liest, who was
sul]‘ormé: from a zevero attack of gout, was compelied
to alludo pretty plainly to thic latencss of the onm'.
No notice, however, was taken of the hint; and, un-
abie to endure any lunger the paip of sithing up, Mr
Priceatlength slipped quietly offtobed. Ontlio foflow-
ingmoming heinquired of hisservant, « I’'ray, atwwhat
timo did_thoso gentlemen go last mght?™ roplied
Jolin, “1acy aronot gonc, sir: they have just rung
for coffee.””

A NEw WAt 1o Fcoxoxy —A person in Paris
poticed a poor man twith a wooden leg wwalking past
his hotel, snd gavo hima franc.. Tho nextday hiosasy
tho supposcd beggar, but hio had changed tho wooden
log from tho right to tho left. Enraged at tho decep-
tion, ho weant up to tho man, and exclalmed, ** You
rases), you had {ho wooden leg on tlio_otber sido
yesterday!  You arc not Jamp at all!”’—* Monsicur,”
ywas tho responso with dignity, “I nover eaal was.
X wearz wooden leg for cconoiny, 80 a9 not to wear
out my trousers—and I chango tho leg to provent ono
1eg of tho trousers wearing ont beforo tho other.'”

A Irish dragoon, on haviog heard that biswidowed
mothcr had married gitice ho quitted Jreland, eaclaim-
cd, “ Murthiert 1 hopo ehio won't ave neon oulder
than no; ifsho docs, 1 shall loso tho cstato.”’

A NICE THING OF 1T,

Tney_give books very odd nawmnes now iays:e
“What Will Ho Do Wil It « Qut of tho Depths,”
“Such Things Are,’* and tho like.

A dry feliow stopped into a booksellor’s shop tho
other day, and asked tho shopman--

“ Havo you got tho * \WWomun in White?®

“Yes,” veplicd lio,

¢ All Alone?’ * gald the inqutrer.

“Yes,” responded tho shopman,

¢ In thy Dark?’ * still queried the stranger.

* Yee, 8ir,”” again promptly replicd tho attendant.

*Well, all 1've got to'say is,”" retorted tho ques-
tioner, as he turned to tho door, **you've got &
mighty nice thingotit. Good byo!*’

The sllopman wag in a very fow stato at last ac.
counts, but §t §s hoped that careful nursing will bring
him ** Qut of tho Depths.”

Wny Tupy Dirert —A facctious bo
his plavmates how a hardwaro dealer
bootmaker. Tho Iatter, somewhat puzzied, gave it
up.  * Why, becauso the ono sold nails, and the other
nmled soles,’ was tho reply.

SvaarRSTED Eritarn.—The following epitaph, sug-
gested by the disloyal wits of the period, went tho
fashionable rounds soon atter the demisoof Frederick
Lrinco of Wales, son of George 2ud—

* Hero lies Fred,
Who was alive and is dead.
Had it been his father,
1 had much rather;
Had it been his brother,
Still better thav another;
1{ad it been his #ister,
No ono would have misced her;
Had it been tho wholo generativn,
Still better for tho nation;
But sinco 'tis only Fred,
Who wag alivo and {s dead,
There’s no moro to be sud.”

Trte Jato Archbishop of Dublin once inquired of a
pliyeician, “ Why does tho operation af hay lng]kill a
man?’* « Becausn juspiration is checked, circulation
stopped, and blood suffuses and congests the brain.”
«« Bosh!" replicd lis grace ; ** it is becauso tho rope is
not long enough to let bis feot touch the ground,”

Mp. Ppirre Tnicrxesse, father of tho late Lord
Audley, being in want ot moncy, applied to hisson
for assistance. This being denied, ko immodlnmly
hired o cobbler’s stall, dircetly orposito lus lotdslip’s
houee, and put ap n board on which was jnscribed, in
large letters,* Bootsand Shotsmended inthebestand
clicapest suanucr, by Plship Thicknesse, father of Lord
Audley.”” lis lordship took tho hint, aud tho board
was removed.

DrrLoMATI0 ANECDOTES.~Tho most flippant of
diplomatic asces, Princo Schwartzenburg, was so

sely mocrtinent as to remark snecriogly to Lord
) ard that English diplomausts spokeo shocking bad
Trench. * Al said tho English nobleman to the
Austrian sotirist, ¢ you must remember that wo havo
not had tho advantago ot having our cepital citiesso
often occupied by French troops as somo ot the conti-
nental nations.’® This sharp comment on the Gor-
man’s text was as ereditablo to Lord Wand as areply
of an English ambassador to Napoleon, at tho timo of
tho rupturo of the peaco of Amieus. **I will make 20
attack on England,’” said that most imperious of mus-
cular gents, tho first consul, in o burst of fury, to
Lord \Whitworth —* That §s your affair, sir,” was tho
rexly.—“ I will annihilate you,’” roared tho consul.—
« AN, sir, that §s our affair,'* was the calm and noble
reply of the representativo of & great people.

CURIOUR, 1 TRUE.~An ancedoto to make tho
mouth water is going tho rounds to this effcot:—It
appears that tho fargest Javded proprictor of Spafnis
tho Duko d'Ossuna, of tho amount of whosg property
tho 600 stowards klone know tho extent. Tho duko
was met recently by an atfaché ot tho English Em-
bassy at Madrid in ono of tho salons of that capital,
to whom tho affaché scid, ¢ Monsieur 3¢ Duc, I'havo
amMission to exccuto for my embasey in Andatusia, and
am going to leavo 3edrid to-morrow. Would you
kindly give 1o the permission to shoot over your pro-
perty * ¢« Willingly, my dear sir, was the reply,
5 § had any propertyin Andalusia, but I have not.”
~+1 beg your pardon, Mopsicur lo Duec, but you
havo.”— YWhat! 17—+ Yes, truly.”’-* Arc you quito
surc?’'—« Nothing {3 casier than o msko tho discov-
cry, Monsicur 1o Duc ** The duko went to lus Madrid
mau of busincss thonext doy, aud found, 10 Lis vur-
prisc, that Le had indeed ten thousand acresin that

rovince. Yo fancy it wonld be rather diflicnit to
Ecat that in Canada, and that most of us would
remember that wo bad a stray ten thousand acres
meroe or less, were it over so stray.

Dox't ATTENDPT IT.~Dip tho Mississippi dry with
o teaxpoon—1iwist your hicel into the tos of your boot
—send up fishing-liooks with baloons and fish for
stars—-get astride o gossamer and chaso & comet—
when & rain storm is coming down tike the catasact of

asked one of
iffitred from a

Nisgars, remember whero you left your ambrella—
choko a fleo with & brickbat—in shiort, provo every-
thing hitherto conzidercd impossiblo to be possiblo—

but never attempt to coax & woman to s3y sho will
when she has made up her mind to say sho won't,

A Snoce.—Tho North Dritish Mail 1clls a story of
a needy clectrician who was dunneqd by an energetle
creditor; wearicd vwith hisimportunitytho debtor at-
tached his clectric batiery to tho doomluteh. When
tho creditor attempted tolift tho Satch, thoshiock hio re-
coived, g8 was pereeived by his chuekling debtor
throogh & *peek” hole, fulrly kvocked dowD,
and, on rccoverix%ﬁ himsclfsomowhat, ho concluded
that hobad snfitred & strokoe of paralysis,



