The Curse of Strong Drink

GOLDEN TEXT
“‘Wine is a mocker.
DAILY READINGS
M. —Prov. 20:1; 23: 20

T. —Isa.b:11-23.
W, —Isa. 28: 1-7,
Th.—Amos. 6 : 1-7.
F. —1 Kings 20: 13-21,
S. —Matt. 24: 42-51, An evil portion.
S. —1Thess. 5: 411, Watch |
103. What ICATEC}-“SMH third petition §
3 . What do we pray for in the third petition

g. In the third pemfon (which is, Thy will be done
in carth, as it is tn_heaven) we pray, That God, by his
grace, would make us able and willing to kunow,
obey, and submit to his will in all things, ay the
angels do in heaven,

Prov.20:1.

The curse of strong drink.
Source of woe,

A danger signal, .
Luxury and captivity.
Drunkenness and defeat.

117

TIME AND PLACE

About1000 B.C.; Jerugalem the capital of King Solo-
mon, who was famed for his wisdom as well as for
the splendor of his court.  Hig reign lasted for forty
years, ending about 475 B.C. It is not known at what
time he wrote his sayings contained in the Book of
Proverbs.

LESSON PLAN

I, Decolved by Strong Drink, 1, 20, 21,

With ity false promise of happiness.
1L, S8uffsring from Strong Drink, 28-32.

Which brings ruin upon its vietims.
IIL. Enslaved by Strong Drink, 33-35.

So that reason no longer rules.

LESSON HYMNS
Book of Praise, 246; 247 ; 19 (Ps. Sel) ; 262 530; 275.

FOR ¥YURTHER STUDY

Juniors—Whose name does the Book of Proverbs
vear? How many proverbs did he spenk ? (1 Kgs.
4:32) What did God give to him? (1 Kgs. 3:12.)
How may we get the same? (James 1:5.)

1 From what is wine made? What is it here called 7
What warning given?

Ch.28:20,21 What are those called who take
wine to excess? Inwhat, besides the useof wine, may
we be intemperate? The miseries that follow intem-
perance ?

29-32 What is the cry of the drunkar@? What
four of his troubles are mentioned ? How may we be
sure of escaping them ? How does a prophet describe
the drunkenness of his nation? (Isa. 5:11.) To what
is the resultof intemperance compared ? What advice
is given?

33-35 How doer wine affect the eyes? The speech?
‘To what two foolish actions is the conduct of drunk-
Ards compared? How does the drunkard show that
heisaslave?

Seniors and the Home Department—~\What is
a proverb? Why is the Book of Proverbs called the
Proverbs of Solomon?

Ch.20:1 and 2383:20,21 What great folly is
here spoken of? What command is given? Wkhat
warning ? :

20-32 What is the Bible teaching about excess in
wine? (Eph.5:15.) Whatreason does Paul give for
not using wine? (Rom. 14:21.) What is the doom of
the drunkard? (2 Cor. 6:10.) Who is able to save
from it? (2 Cor. 6:11.) What word points to the
beauty of wine? To its plensant effcets? How is wine
lite aserpent?

33-35 What arc the mental cffects of intemper-
ance? The moral effects 2 What does the Bible say
to those insensible to danger? (Eph. 5:14.) For
whose sake should we deny ourselves? (1 Cor.$:13.)
What does self-denial prove? (Matt, 10: 37 ; Luke 14 :
27.) Who is our Exnmple? (Phil. 2:18.)

Prove from Scriptuxe—7That strong drink is dan-
gerous.

Practical Points-1. Settle this in your minds,

that wine isa deceiver, It promiseshappiness, health,

pleasant companions, popularity, and in the end it
brings misery, sicknegs, Joneliness, and contempt
How foolish, when we know this, to allow wine to
cheat us!

2. **0 thou invisible spirit of wine, if thou hast no
name to be known by, let uscall thee devil.”"—Shakes.
peare, ’

3. You may be insensible to danger. Thisdoes not
prove that you are safe. A persen walking in his
sleep on theedge of aprecipice is in danger, thongh
he does not know it.  The surest way to be safe from
strong drink is to know how dangerous it is to
touch it.

4. Oue thing is certain, we shall never form the
drink habit if we donot drink the first glass. And
another thing is equally certain, that if we drink the
first glass, we are in dangerof forming the habit.

5. There isonly one way to be truly temperate. It
i3 to reccive the Holy Spiritinto our hearts, for tem-
perance is one of the Spirit's fruits. Gal, 51 23,

6. Even if we could safely use strong drink our-
sclvey, we ought to abstain for the sake of others
weaker than we.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

—

. To what sins does intemperance lead ?

. Deseribe the sufferings eaused by intempemuce?

3. How may the habit of intemperance be avolded ?




