
yet finished. 2. Because as yet their faith was. 24. For whosoever wlll save bis tife
very %eak, and their knowledge very partial. tshall <ose if-Whoever makes worldly hap*3. Because they had flot yet receivcd thc Holy piness his chief nim, and, even to save his life,
Spirit to gie pwcr to their testiniony. 4. denics Christ, will lose eternal life, and with it
Because the public proclamation of the truth ail that makes this life zeally wvorth living.
would, lave precipitatcd the wnrking of God's But whosoever witl <ose his lfe for my
foreordaincd plnn (Eph. 1: 9; 3: 11). <Farrar). sake the same shal save it-He who counts

22. Sayin , The Son of man must bis life flot worth preserving at the cost of de-
suifer mnany tings-So prophec foretold nying Christ will h ave real happiness in this
and it must be furfilled. Missufering was world and heaven at last (2 Tim. 2: 11, 12).
essential to the accomplisbment of his work as These solemn words of wvarning were uttered
the Christ. Jesus wishes now to dissipate on nt least four occasions, Alatt. 10: 39; Luke
their crulde conception of an eartbly Messiah 17: 33; John 12: .25, and here.
and points out that the true road ta triuni ph 25. F or what is aman advantaged, if
lay by the garden and the cross. This is t he he gain the whole world, and <ose hlm.
llrst clear announcement of his approaching sl, or he et away-R. V. "lLose or
deatb (Matt. 16: 21). And be rejected of forfeit bis own self." Jesus supposes, in this
the eiders and chiof priests an d scribes verse, the act of saving one's own life accom-
-That is by the Srnhedrim, or Great Council plished with the mostcomplete success, amount-
of the Jcws. The officiai representatives of ing to a gain of the whole world. But in this
thc nation wouid disown their Mesiah. And very moment the master of this magnificent
be siain-The mode of death, and the deliv- domain finds himself condemned ta peih
eryto the gentiles, were culmiiating horrors jWhat gain ! To draw in a lottery a gaflery of
which hie mercifùhly kept back till the last pictures and at the samne time to become
journey to jerusalemn (Matt. 20: 19>. Hitherto blind ! (Godet). The earthly minded mnan
hie had only spoken of bis death in dimn and buys ail cf the world that ie can and the price
distant intimations (John 2: 19; 3: .14; 6: 5 0. he pays for it is himself. Not to, give oneseif
His revelation of it was progressive as they to C hrist is to cast oneself away (Matt. 16: 26;
were able to bear it (Matt. 9: 15; 10: 38; John Acts 4:, 12; 1 Tim. 2: 5, 6>.
3: 14; Matt. z6: 4, 21; 17: 22; 20: 18; 26: 28. For whosoever shalbe ashamed
2>. (Farrar>. And be raised the third of me and of my words-Because to shewv
day-Verse 45 shcws that they entirely failed hiînself my follower would brin gupon h ia the
to attach any distinct meaning to these words censure or nidicule of others. O i rnshall
(Mark 9: 10; Matt. 17: 23). Luke omits the the Son of man be ashamed wben be
presumptuous remonstrance of Peter and the shait corne in bis own glory, and in bis
severe rebulke which hie received (M1att. 16: Father's and of the holy angelS-Jesus
22, 23). Jesus could not snatch a crown with- wiil flot always be despised and rejected. He
out the cross. will return surrounded witb a three-fold gloîy.
hI. THEs CROSS OF CHRIST. 23. And Then ta be recognaized by him wilI confer
hesaid to thern ail-Mark 8: 34 states eternal blessedness, andi ta be disowned will

that he called up to him the people who stood involve eternal banishnient fromn his presence.
at a littie distance. If any man wii corne IlIn the poor rejected rabbi now before them,
after me-Desires to be my disciple. Let going to bis bitter suffering and his death, they
him deny hlrnself-Be prepared to give up wvere looking really on the awfttl form of the
earthly ease and comfort. (Spence). Self is Almighty Judge of quick and dead.» (Spence).
Christ's chief and most cherished rival in every (Matt 25: 31-46; Luke 2: 9; 2 Tim. 1: 8, 12;
beait; and devotion to self, instead of ta Christ, 2: 12).
is the very soul and essence of nicn's sins. 27. But 1 tell y ou of a truth, there be
(Curry). And take up bis cross daily- some standing h ere which shail not
To folloiv Christ implies contintious and entire taste of death titi they see. the. kingdom
self-sacrifice. The RMans wvere accustomned of God-Mark adds "coming in power 4
ta conipel criminals to, carry the cross on wvhich (9: 1). Matthew says "till they sce the Son
they wvere to be cruicified ti, the place of ex- of niii coining in bis kingdoîîî" (16: 28).
ecution. The Galileans to whomn lie spoke WVhat tume is refirred to here? i. The taix-
would understand the dread significai.ce of the kzdowbîch occurred within a week.
word, for they bad seen hundreds of their' Compare 2 Pet. 1: 16. But the language im-
countrymen crucified after the fierce Galilean plies a more remote timle. 2. T/z.e dýe.tndi0ou
revolts which preceded the ministry of Jesus. ofjrusaeni. This is often referred to as a
(Lindsay). "If11 thoti bearest the cross, the " coming of the Lord," but it can bardly be
cross will bear thee." (Thomas a KCempis). called the inauguration of Christ's kingdom.
Jesus says Ilbis cross," that 'vhich is the resuit It was rather ai'î awftu judgment upon those
of a person's own character and providential wbo had rejected Christ. 1. 77»e edvents be-
position. (Godet). The wvords were a dim I:ueen, and iincludie:g, lthe -esiurrjectiain wd
intimation of the mode of bis death (ch. 14: Peeearlt. During this period the newv dis.
26, 27; Acts 14: 22). And follow me- pensation was iiîangurated. The disciples
This is îîot the saine wvord ns «"corne after me," learned its truc spiritual character and wvere
wvhich denotes outward adbercnce-tîis im- cndued %vith powver froni on high to prociaiîîî
plies fidelity tu the terinb of disciplcbliip. 1 it tlîroughoiit thc %vorld.

(52)


