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I NT the lirst place let us wish ail our readers a very
liappy, if net; a rnerry, Christmas. Even in the
homes wYherc liea'vy shadews have fallen may still

corne the silver iining of peace and hope to the darkc.4
cloud. Above ail the sorrow- of this sad worid can hc
hecard, by thie iwilling listeniug car, attuncd te harmnoay;

-the -lad refrain,
The little clilldren hear-a stîiln
Whilh, floatlng dowvn thro' ages long,1
Is fteatlng sýill-tlie Angels' son-
0f IlPence on earthi, to inen, good wl.

Our Board meeting secems te have been a grand
succcss this year, judging from. ail the reports which wve
bave heard. Those of thle Home and Field Corce-
spondiîîg Secretaries are inost encouragiug, and we
cau oniy wishi that we hiad more space te give theili.
They sb)ow'cd an inercase of two Circles and Bauds,;
Epworth. Leagues had contributcd $639.08 to the funds,
aui increase cf $60. The total nuniber cf Aux. 679,
ivith 1.1,693 au. mcmn. and 916 hife nîcin., ail advance
of 1538. "Jt is always gratifyingc to iniercase'" said lfr.
Strachaîî," and we thank-fully record this as the ordi 1-

ary experience of our socicty, but comparcd vit]î [lie
thousands cf women who arc menîibers cf our churc:hl
but yet 'not interested in missions' ti, not inipresscd
with, Ihis special opportuiidty cf %verk for thecir lieathe.-
sisters, the growth, is net %vhiat it shouid ho.

Shie paid a tribute te the faithfuiness and earn.---t-
ness cf the ycung people who îîow number 279 Cireles
and Bauds, %vithi 7,23embers, an increase cf 7-17.

The amouint raised hy Ainziliaries, Circies and Bandas
this last ycar lias becu $3S,031.11, an inecase ef
$1,575.79. Frein all sources our inconie has b.en
$40,824.96, being $1.691 .41 over Ihat of the prevnnes

cear. In the bequest accouat, wvhich is used for build-
ing or soiue special werk, w'e have $4,105.73.

he report cf Candidate Coîrnnittee shewed thuît
six i-nissionary candidates lhad been accepted. provision-
ally.

Ex. Cin. showed a iiew building requircd in rj10 1 -).
Japan. r1l]e Board dccided te purchase a uew site.,

"But; flhc principal aim cf the, Society is 'te evaiigelize
heathien w'onen and childreD.' Varieus are the .1aus
and iiethiods used by our thirty-feur missionari 2s.

Arnongo the luidians wve hiave a flourishing Industrial
Institute (carried on ini coujunetion with.- the Gcnieral
Society), and three boarding sehools, in whichi are 1 '0
or 180 children. Amoîîg flhc Chinese ini British CJoluni-
bia a Ilescue Home,« a dlay schooi and regular house-to-
house visitation with prayermeetiungs, Bible-class, etc.
In far-away Western Clhia fe",rteen littie girls in the
two diy sehools, an orphanage, a hospital and dispený
itry, Sabbath Selîois and Bible-class. Iu Japan there
is iork ini lire cities, comprising 24 stations, thý ix-
boardiug sehois, wvith. 138 ini resideuce, and 93 div
pupils; day anîd uighit sellcols fer the peer, industritdl

classes, 29 eilîdren in twro orplianages, 64l iu the King's
Dauglîters' sehool, 16 Suinday Sehlools, rcaching1$
children cacli Sab)bathi; 2415 other children grathecd ini
littie cenîpanies, 35 students assisting in evangelisf e*i
wcrkz; aise Il traincd helpers and six Bible woernei.
Soine 5,322 visits wvere nmade; 27 women and '.ive
students baptized. Iu the ivork ainonct the French u e
share -%'ith the General Society iu the support cf thie

insttut luMonre, and aise carry on twvo day seit .ols
iiu the city anîd eue lu the country. .Two Bible-woaîiiîi
are also doiîîg effective service in the heomes cfth
people.

"Sureiy thiere is euoughi, even in tlîis brief sketch, bo
suggesthîbl gratitude for sucli opportunities. il-

(-rease(i enthiusia-zii, addcd frieuds, enflarged suppo:i
.111d morce arn1esi. expectant prayer."

Lookingc over the letters and erders received duriîîg
tlic hast, year, we hiane been struck witi flic kind words
cf appreciation aud encouragement that hlave corne te
us frein tinie te tinie, aud we liave reaiized that they
]lane often beeîî leips oner ltugli places, suppiyiig,
perhiaps, just whvlat we most uieedcd of inspiration c r
ccmifert. Se we thank al] our kindl missienaries and
friends Nvhc have aided us ln luis or any other way i
the past , and bespeak stil greater favors fcr the comirig
ye-ar.

IViII our Baud Leaders kindly advise us ivhcthier it
ivili be neccssary ci ipsi te, publish our Ficidl Study a
nmontlî lu advance.


