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NUGGETS OF GOLD FROM THE S. S. LESSONS.

By Rev. Joun McEWEN, Secretary S.S. Association
of Canada.

[Jan. 4.1 Paul at Troas. [Acts 203 2-16.)

‘We are now entered upon the New Year 1885, and in our
Bible Study, we turn from the Old Testament to the New,
and to the point in the life of the Apostle Paul dropped in June,
confessedly the most suggestive and stimulating life before the
world—after that winistry of Jesus, who was its subject, inspi-
ration, and model. Let us anew drink of this spirit, and look
for a double portion of this power.

APPROACIT TO SUB)ECTS
The gencral subjects of the next six months’ Lessons are i—
PauL’s LAsT LABOURS AND SUFFERINGS. Acls 20-28.

We commence in the middle of the Third Missionary Tour-
ney ; and to proceed intelligently, we must in our study, and
in our teaching, recall, repeat and review the vital steps in the
Apostle’s career.

His Conversion, Acts 9; his Retirement, Gal, 1: 17 ; his visit
to the Apostles, Acs9 : 26- 30; his Early tabours, Acts 11;
25, 26 ; his Recorded Sermon, Acts 131 16 ; his Success, Acts
14 ; Persecution, #. 2; Stoned, ».19; Preaching, ». 21.

THe GosreEL PREACHED IN EUROPE. Acts 16.

Troas, Philippi, Thessalonica, Berca, Athens, Acts 17.
Corinth, and the eighteen months’ labours given to it, Acts
18 11.  These were the populous centres of heathen life ; and
the consecrated Apostle taught them of Jesus, THE CHRIsST
oF f:‘-on. Here, we get a glimpse of the power of Christ on
Paul.

“That which cometh upon me daily, the care of all the
churches.”” 2 Cor. 11,

Wuar Harn Gon WRouGRT ?

When Paul began his labours, Palestine, Syria, and Cilicia
formed the boundaries of the spread of the Gospel: now the
conlds are lengthened into Asiz Minor, Macednnia, Illyricum,
and Greece.

Tue Arostir's RETUKN FROM CORINTH TO TRroas,

The closed door at Troas, chap. 16: 8, Now the door is
opened into Troas, 2 Cor. 28 12,
terest and help.

Study a parallel full of in- 1

USEVRERREEPES

iIn:sus, and also Paul, steadfastly sct their faces to go to Jeru-
salem.

Clouds gnther‘nround both on their way.

Love and obedicnce constrain both to press forward—

The one to accomplish Redemption for men.

The other because Redemption is to be proclaimed to men.

SUMMARY.

T he aim of primitive preaching, was to give counsel, und
impart consolation to discouraged disciples. . 2,

"The holiest of heroes incurs the murderous enmity of men.
but can foil their purposes by fulfilling his mission for the Lord.

v 3

The truest friendships, and the closest bonds, are formed by
united labour in the cause of Christ.  vs. 4-6.

Christian friendships and bonds are hallowed by fellowship
in worship on the Lord’s Day, gathered together in one placc of
aae accord and breaking of bread. . 4.

\Yhere nature sinks under its exhausted weakness, grace and
Divine power are present to deliver and uphold, ys. 8-10
chap. g: 40 ; 2 Kings 4: 34,

[Jan, 11} Paul at Miletus, [Acts20: 17-27.

Ephesus and Paul’s Ministry come before us, See chapter
19. This was the metropolis of Proconsular Asia—that por-
tion of Asia under Roman jurisdiction—thirty-six miles from
Miletus, Forsome satisfactory reasons, Paul sends for the
Presbyters of Ephesus rather  than goes to them. Three
years oftoil and eventful circumstances in this great seat of
licentious idolatry had bound his heart to the Ephesian church.
His letter reveals the large views of the Grace of God they
were able to receive and appreciate, With this address read his
prayer for them, Eph: 3t 14-21.  Toiling as a tent maker by
day, visiting from house to house by night, shewing and teach-
ing Christ, borne up by love to Christ against hardened hearts,
plotting enemies, riotous mobs, headed by Demetrius.

PauL’s RETROSPECT.

Intense devotion, tied to the Lord as a slave to his master—
»s. 18<19—with lowliness of mind, tenderness of heart, and
depth of purpose.

Paur’s Recorp,

Faithful to the trust of the Gospei reposed in him, ° kept
back nothing > (I have nat reefed sails), v. 20,

Faithful to the necessities of souls whether it was popular or
not, distributing to Jews and Gentiles,
God, and faith toward Christ”” . 21.

PauL’s RESOLVE,

To go forward in the face of trials.

To go forward in the strength of Christ.

To go forward, even if death be the issue.

And thus go in triumph. Let us read and re-read this
Lessun, not merely know the language and thought, but really

f‘Repentance toward '

appropriate its spirit, feeling that if souls perish it is not with-

out warning. :

“Ourr New Year’s Gift.,”

ITH this issue we present our subscri-
Q) be : )

P4 rs with an illustrated 4p. supple-
“@{%{ ment bearing the above title. This
ML “Gift” would prove serviceable for dis-
tribution in S. Schoals or in Mission Work. With
a view to making its usefulness as wide spread as
possible, we have fixed the prices at a low figure,
viz.,, per doz. 1§ cents; per 100, 50 cents; peur
1000 $3.75. Send orders soon.




