
P'OX WiL'SLLT;A A

hiails to uis iront a rcvolutionarv cra. 3onii
in 1792, lie wvas practicaliy cradled iii the
revolition that convuiscd aliniost. ail E-t-
rope in its throes. I-le livcdl at a tinte
%when the air %vas futll of iurid contr is,
-%%lien ntan's imaginations wvcre ixiflained
and (listortei [)y the lhuge intcrval Ibctive.,c
tieir i(icai conceptions and the actuiai so
cial and1( political conditions ticy saw~ bc'-
fore thecir eves. Whlat wvond.r. tli.-n. tih it
Shielley. cstiivsens~itive and roîtiantic

ats li ta.hvilng îtîn c0unter at the verv

out:zýt of Ilis c:îrcer to soin of the grosser
anloinalies of lus t mie. Shoidi p îss tîtene
to a blind and iinrcasoni-1g preitîdi 'e
agai. existan istitutions iiin el?

The nle\t poznil that calîs for tre îtni-int
is :\I.asýtor. or the Spirit of Soliîîld -. *I

i)ass to titis nlaturaiiy. silice it contles nle\
ii tlle chiroriologicai order. and heas.ii
an important sneit pres2îît; S'îcllev's
poîvcrs iii transition fron the exce sq Ili 't
lnarked thent in -Queenl Mal>" to the selif-
cont;uîîed sviiîunct ry t hat clî:îracteri-zes tlle
later pocmls.

As wvili lie seen froiit the alternat<. titiz?
of the pice. and. of course. front a re-
in- of it. "*Alas-tor*" i, a description of tlle
,*Otî in the ilitenestilig. iiougl îîîp:'
conditioni titat ensiles uiponl unlwîsz -
schîsioîî and i.solation. It wili lik-,tvi -
le ;ccn thlat Sli'eluy*s thcîne hiere is prac-
tically idenitical wvith thiat of Tenniiy.on in
liiN l>alace of Art.- and I venture to say
ffiso. wvitit that of Coleridge ii ]lis "Anici-
cnt ~lrnr" You wviil renieniber tuait
Tennyson. ii Ille introduction to Ili ai-
legory. Says :

"tdlie that. shts! Love out. ini tu.-I
shah l>e

Shiut out fron Love. and on lier threshioid
lie.

Ilovlinig iii outcr dairkness."
Tcnntysoni's <ou] buiids for itseli a loriy

pleasure-louse, iii wihich it puirpos s tri
dlcl iii intitrial isolation :
4'I take po.sessionl of mi's ntlind ard clccd
1 care not wliat the Sects mlay brawl.
I sit as God, holding up no Iorm of crcd.
Blut eonitenliplating a.

II wiii bc rnoticed that tîtere is an ideni-
tipoint iii ail tirc poeîns. ti.at is 1<>

savy. thlere contes a tinte wl'hen thec licero in
c:&cli case reaili7.cS zicltely thc Ihorrar (if

biis lonelinie.s. This Tennyson expresses
in biis own wvay .
"And so sie tlirove and prosper'd :s.)

thrc years
Sie prosper'd :on the fourthi sie fe]],

Likc I-erod, Miten the sîtout wvas iii lus
ears,

Struick thiro' %vitit pangs of hieu.'
and Coleridge.. if nty suspicion be cor-
rect. inIihis in the \veli-kniowin lines l'e-

'Aioîîe. alonle, ail, aIl allone.** etc.
But thte fact is thant froit titis on thcr,'

is more ,ikeniesq between Te-tnysoni'.s pocin
and Coferidfge':s thtan betweeîî effther and
*'Alaistor." Ili hotu of the forri-.- Ile
p)rincipal figure hiaving rcpeit.-d. is; ah-

sclelfroi quiet anmi restored *.O tlle
%vltolesomne exercise of isq facuities iii
conununiiiity %witlî lus fellowvs. No suicit
hiappy fate nwai 's Alastor. 0f thlis we get
-in) anticpafory. toilch in tule 1yen' npeaing
unles. wlierc Shelley s-tys.
''lic liveil, and dicd. and stun- iii sdi-

Ali thtis is but to s:îv tiat thte teitdeicv
of Tenînyson*- "Palace of Art," and Cole-
ridlge's "Ancicnt 'Mariner" is decidediy
Christian. %w'hereais the bearîng of "Alis-
tor" is sonîcevliat pagaît. The close, and
consecinentiy the main teaching of "Ala.s-
ton" is, iii spite of identity of tîtente, as far
reitiovecl froîit thant of thte otîter two pocinis
illciltione(l as thte îtoies are asunlder.

Tiene are iltany reima-rh-.le pass-ugcs
scattered throughi titis ibociti. For ex-
amîple, the decscription of tlle sccnc i» the
Vale of Casiiutîir, whcrec. for the first timie,
thte v'isiont of Sweet 1-minait Love dawined
ipoit tue poet. is cittiitently picturesque

in the seîtse tîtat it wvould letd, itself ad-
mtirablv to thec peticil of ait artist wvortlîy
of Ille thelitu. Let nte note, in pasirtg
titat tliere are througlioluu tItis extract
sign% of -,enstioiis clîtotion tuaI shiow Sude-
ley to liave heen, oit occasiont, io iteait
rival of Byron-lintself thie -irclt--,postle of
intcitsity antd passion.

Liniits alrcady too far trains.ccsided for-
bill nie to dilate uîpon thte relations of
Sllecy wvitl Byron, as known to us by
-extertiai cvidencc, and as reve.aicd by the
adnîirably idolized -iccountt to bc fourndin
"juliait and Macî-da.lo." land 1 hand ai


