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THE EDUCATIONALIST.

et
THOE ART OF CONVERSATION.

‘Theta is one dofuct in American cdu
cation, or rather in American character,
and that is, our young people do not learn
to converse well,  Thoy think—they act
~—vwhen roused thoy are cloquent—but
they seldom converse well.  The boy is
tauzht to declaim—to store his mind with
thoso ideas that will instruct and even
move the multitude—but very rarcly to
convers? with case and ¢legance. The
givl iy disciplined {0 sing, and play, and
dance, and sit gracefully. She is cven
prepared for those womanly duties she
must perform in after life—duties of* the
nursery and the houshold. Iler moral
powers ovo cultivated likewiso in this
country, so that she becomes a useful,
honevolent, amiable being. But sho is
not tanght to converse. |

“ She can talk enough,” says the crusty
old bachelor, “ pray do nes; teach her, to
any greater degree, the use of her tongue.”
Pulking is not conversing. There is no
deficiency in the former with our girls.
To talk, and to talk well, are very differ-
ent. The latter requires ecase, tact, self-
confidence, good sense, a well conducted
cducation, a desige to please, and an ami-
able temper,

In vicither sex should conversation bo
high flown, declamatory, or above the
condition of the bearers. The voice
should be modulated to the subject, and
never rrised to an oratorical pitch, The
style should be casy, natural, playful if
the oceasion required it, with no.strained.
and far-fetched attempts at wit or glitter,

text ook, Parents, too, can carly begin
to cncourage their children to converso
un gensible tupics, by calling out their
opinivis, A should learn to cunverse.

—Uartful Courant.

MONOTONY OF SCIOOL
EXERCISES.

Aun teachers have felt tho creeping
shade of depression and encrvation, which
naturally results from a regulur order of
exercises in the schoolroom, The teach-
¢r is not alone the sharer of this incubus
of monotony ; the sameis both felt and
acted in the person and spirit of the pu-
pil.  This is the rock upon which so
many of the craft ave ruined, This with
that other, and not less dispiriting cause,
the departure of a classof mind that held
the front rank in the school-room, upon
whose characters the teacher has given the
lagt stroke of his skill, cre crossing the
threshold to struggle in life’s battle. With
them too often goes the life, the energy
and the courage of the teacher. Ilaving
smoothed the rough boards of their minds,
and fitted them for their position in
the social fabric, he feels disheartened as
a new supply of the rough aterial rolix
itself up before him for the same care,
handiwork, and burnishing: process as be-
fore.

The mind, upon which any one of
those eausés so operates as to discouragp
and unfit it for labor, needs to. look wvell
to the nature of things, and see if there

There are occasivus when the very
essence of entortaining and successful |
conversation wonsists in being a good
tistener, and in drawing vut others upon |
these topics abuut which yuu hnow they
cw furnish juformativn. * We lave said

is nut a remedy fur this cvil, which luees
tu the profussivn many of the noblest and
must suceessful of workmen,  'We thiuk
that the cause livs in the fuct, of hecping
within the natrow limits of instructiun,
and not cnriching and amassing intellec

ALGEBRAICAL PROBLEM.

A Gentleman has o tract of Jand, con-
taining 648 acres, which he  wishes
to dwide amwmg 3 sons mand two
daughters, in proportion to their ages;
each daughter receiving four-fifths asmuch
(in proportion to her age,) as cach son,
Tho eldest son is 14 years older than the
youngest daughter, who is two-thirds as
old as the youngest son. The eldest
daughter's age, divided by 5, is cqual to
two-ninths of’ the wre of the scconds son,
who is three years older than the young
cst son ; nnd the sunt of their ages is 87
years, Xlow many acres, of fand docs
cach one recoive.

PROSPLUOTUS
OF THE
“CANADA EDUCATIONAL ADVOCATE,”

“ Knowledge is Poiwer.”

The want of a perivdical en Educa-
tion, cstablished on a free, culightened,
and common basis, through whose col-
umng, every teacher, and friend of free
and unfettered education in the Provinee
of Canada may cxpress his views without
official censorship or interested centraliza-
tion hag induced the publisher, advisedly,,
to undertake topublish a semi-monthly;.
bearing the title of the ¢ Canada Educa-
tional ddvecate.” CT T

As Teachers furm the mingds intellee-
tually and to a great extent morally of the
yuuthfui pupulation of our country,a large
share of the ddewcate will be deveted to.
their intersts aud improvment.

The literary article of the Adeocate

before that the great svert of pleasing ¢ tual we. Ith—current truths connéeted with ) will embrace swiutim all the subjects,
emsists in m.li\illg otlers pleased with | crery branch we teachi— to be imparted as taught in vur Common Schools and the
themselves, Tt is su incumversation. . To | freely as obtained.  ¥n so duing, we in- [articles un Chemistry, Minerology, Physi-
be a good listener, is one of the scerets of | Vigurate vur own. thoughts, hecp in con | olugy, &c., will not be mere seraps, but a
8 conversational puwer. It is swd that | stant expectancy the minds of thuse ey nedl digested series of casy reference for
Duniel Webster remarked that he never j instruct, and dispel wholly that appalling i byth teacliers and familics,

was in any sensible man's cumpany a
quarter of an hour, Lut whathe learned
zomething, Ile Lad the tact of deaning
them ou!” on subjuts with which they
were fawiliar, and in this way, gained in-
formation himself, and made cthers pleas-
ed with him,

When girls thiuk too much of their.
beauty, they are very apt to forget that
the powers of cuntersation are needed to
please  Beauty suay strikea severe blow
on the heart, Lut it TOQUIRCS CUR eIt
tional powers to follow up the blow and
render it effective. A plain woman who
comverses well will soon cause the want]
el beauty to be furgotten by her puwers
of entertainment.  Madam De Stuel Hol-
steln was an execedingly plain woman,
but such were hier conversational talents,

that Byron duclared she evuid talk duwn I

her face in a quarter of an hour, avd be
felt to be positively heautiful,

But the question occurs, how can this
be acquired? It needs some native confi-,
dence and much guod judgineut to lay the
foundation for it. Instruclors can cre-
ate it, by always requiring their pupils to

cloud of monolony, so begrimed with
gluom aud despair. Every task should
be made a living enbodiment, a real'life,
created anew, stripped of furmality, and
dall verblage.  To offect this, the teacher
must be an cclectic, s gleaner, a kaleido-
scope, turning up new shapes and beau-
tics at all hours in the day. Let us do
this, and the flickering shadows of mo-
potony will be lifted, and an intellectaal
sunlight will be flt reciprocally by buth
teuchier and Qupil.—.’\lu Yuik Baacher.

53y~ There is a wisdom that looks grave,
and snecers at merrimeut, and again a
deeper wisdom, that stoops to be gay as
often as oceasion serves, and oftenest avails
itself of shallow and trifling grounds of
mirth, because if we wait for mnore-sub-
stantial ones, we seldom can be gay at all,

Lxz= Men have worshiped some fantastic
being for living alone-in a wilderness;

It is the intention of the publisher and
Lis fricads to mahe the Adeocate the best
Educational Perivdical in Canada, and
the assistance of sumc distinguished schol-
acs and practical teachers hus already been
seeured.

" An article on. Agricultural Chemistry
free frum teenical language will find a.
place in-every issue. -

The bistory of Canuda and all matters
cunnected with its industrial, and natural
develupments will obtain 2 prominent place.
in its columns, .

The Advocate will be strictly ncutral
in Politics and Religion, while it will
strenuvasly uphold. wed maintyin the sac-.
rud truth that © Rightcousness cxalteth a
pation.”

Teachers and-Superintendents are Te-
spectiully requested to act as agents for
the Adeveate und forward the names of
subscribers to II. Spencer, Publisher;
Brighton P: 0., C. W. The first copy
will be.issued as soon as a sufficient num-,
ber of subscribers can be obtained.

Tha.d¢rocate \iill be published at 50,

cents.a year in advance, and.if not ‘paid-

give the ideasof their lessuns in- their own

but social martyrdoms place no saints

. s ungil. the,end of three -months ong dollar ~
Linguage; and not in the words of fhe upon the calendav—Friends in Council. will e chaiged., '
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