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Synod, are deeply important 3 snd there will be
the greater Tikeliliood of their buing ncted on, if this
fimt recommendution be attended to, It is always
a favourablo presagoe of Rovival, when the people
of Cod are brought to estimate and pouder thar
short-comitgs and wante, und to unitc together in
imploring the reviving influcnices of his Holy Spirit.

The third Thursday of October is the Nink-
rervtn day of the month.  Let Scasions meet at
Jeast one week proviously, and consider what pub-
lic services should bo attended to on that day.

It is, in generul, mors conveuient for congrega~
tions in the country to meet in the course of the
day, as, on the other hand, nn evening hour ma,
be ore suitable for congregutions in towns aud
cities.

This will no doubt be detennined by Seesions
themselves, according to the recotnmendation of
the Syaod. Let it be but & day of united prayer
and supplications, and the wholc church will receive
& procious return from it.

When God has thoughts of peace, and not of
ovif, towards a peoplo, lis will iucline them ¢ to go
and praiy unto hir., and he will hearken unto ther;
and they shall soek him, and find him, when' they
shall search for him with all their heart.”

—————

SABDBATH PROFANATION. — THE S8Y.
NOD'S COMMITTEE=TRACT, BY THE
REV. ALEX. CAMPIBELL, OF MELROSE,
The Saviour promised that tho Holy Spirit, on

his coming, would * reprove the world of sin.”  We
may see & partial fulfilment of this promise wher.
ever the followers of tho Saviour take up their
abode, and attend on his ordinunces. Then it is
found, that the uugrdly around thein become
ashained, as thoy feel themselves reproved for their
groeser wickednesscs.

For example, in suuny of the newly-settled por-
tions of our country, youths are found strolling by
the streams, with their fishing-rods, or roaming
through the wuods with fowling-picces, on the
Lord's-day ; and other violutions of the fourth com-
maudmeunt, equilly glaring, may be seen. DBut, in
course of time, soine pious nen in that settlement
find each other out, and nicet, on the Lord's-day,
for prayer, and other spiritual excrcises; they open
a Subbath school ; they obtain visits from a Mis-
sionary ; their pruyers aud cxertions ave blessed,
even to the organizing a Church and chtuming a
Pastor ; aud with this great change in their settic-
inent, some carcless men have been brought to
attend to the thwgs of sulvation, and others huve
been put to shume, for their open ungodliness ; so
that if they do not hullow the Subbath in their
hearts, aud their dwellings, they ut least no longer
openly treat it with contempt. We have, in wit-
nessing such things, been lud 10 remark that some
violutious of the law of the Sabbath arc cusily re-
buked. It is not so, however, with all violations of
thut law. Soine of these, alas, find some kind of
countenance in the lax views, and laxer practice,
of Christiaus themsclves. Of this class is, the en-
couragiug of public couveyances on the Lord's-day,
for travelling, and the carrying of the mail. We
have been astonished to licar sor. good men
pleading for the running of railway trains on the
Lord’s-day, on the ground of not putting-any re-
straint on those who may chooee to travel on that,

«day. But who docs not sce that the facility- thus

uttorded to some, to travel, in circumstances which
night be justifinble, is obtuined only through the
labour of others, which may be, in somne respects,
compuleory, as it may be coutrary to the dictates
of their consciences ; whilo such fucility for travel.
ling, at. the rame time opens up & wids door to
Sabbuth profanation.

Our renders huve 1o doubt perused the Pastoral
Addrens on the Descerntion of the Subbath, drawn
up under the authority of the Synod, and published
in the number of the Reeord for August ; and we
presume niany more have hieard it read by theie
ininisters, according to the appointment of the
Synod.  We trust that good will result from this
Addrean, and the appointment of & Committes to
attend to the subject.  We can expect sin to dis-
appear in the ity only through the preva-
leuce of gospel truth. Yet iu the caso of any
particular si, such as profancness, drunkcniness, or
lewdness, it is well to direct towards it & special
attcution, with the view of exposing and rebuking
it. .Ilence the importance of the labours of such a
Committes as that which the 8ynod has appointed.

These thoughts have been suggested by an ad-
mirable Tract, which an est | pondent
hassent us. It i written by an excellent miuister
of the Freo Church of Scotland, the Rov. Alex.
ander Campbell, of Melrose.  Our readers will, we
aro sure, peruse it with pleasure, aud, we trust,
with profit ulso. It is as follows:—

cor

TIE MAIL $ SHOULD IT BZ CARRIED ON THEK LORD's
DAY, OR NoT?

Addressed to the Inhabitants of a Country

District.

Whatever reanons tnay be urged for carrying the
Mail on Subbath, strouger reasons may be urged
for not carryiug it. .

The reawons that may be ueged for carrying it,
are us follows =

1. Why not carry it? It Ras been carvied for
a century~True. But that does not make it
right. A wrong thing does not become right by
being loug centinued.

Q. Dut it is not wrong. The Church Ras ac-
guiesced in st—aud many Christian men approve
of it—"The vast mujority of Christian meu con-
demn it.  Dut the morality of the practice is not
uffected by the opinion of the oue purty or the
other.

Aund as to the Church acquiescing in it, this is
not the cuse, as the following history of the Edin.
burgh and Glasgow Mail will show :~—

In 4709, a nidiug-post was appointed to carry
tho Loudon Mail fron Edmburgh to Glasgow. For
a loug time the hour of arrival in Glasgow was nine
on Monday morning—the mail having lain in
Edinburgh during the Sabbath.  But about 1745,
certuin persons, said to be the conductors of the
local nevspapers, used their influence to get it
brought in by three or four o’clock in the moruing ;
and then they got it chauged to eight o'clock on
Salhath evening. At fimt newspapers only were
given out on Sabbath evemug, the letters being
shut up till Monday morning. In 1778, letters
were allowed to be given out on paymient of a
penny in addition to the postage. Ilut a year or
or two afterward, an attempt being made to bring
in the Mail at nine o'clock on Sabbath morming,
and despatch it in the afternoon, the General As-
sembly of the Church of Scotland immcdiately
took active measres for preventing this, and, aided
by the well-dispesed inhabitants of Glasgow, suc-
cecded. But the attempt was resumed a year
afterward, and although the most strenuous oppo-
sition was offered to it by the Church and private
parties, all that could be effected was an arrange-
ment that no bags should be made up after twelve
on Saturday night, and that the Mails should not

o carried during the daytime. Afler this, it does
not apjear what measures, if any, wero adopted

by tho Church, until a fuw years ago, when it ro-
newaed it protest against the Salilmily Mail.  "The
it uppenrs that the Church of Ncotlad not only
comlemned Sabbath Mals, but eaeted itself t0
supprens them.

3. Hut it ie eorential for pu 2 of business
that the Mail be carvied ~'The merchant say~ this,
utid the banker, amd the ductor, aimd some uthere
say it. ** We must hiave our letters,” they say,
** otherwise the interests of teade ay by eudan-

_gered, or the lives of our puticants.”

" But what i the merchant’s nicceasity ! Are the
truamactions which you couduct w a senall country
town of such vast importance, thut the waut of
your Sabbath letters would setioualy damago your
provperity 1 What letter did you ever get on Sub.
bath, that it was alwnlulcly wccemary that you
should have got, and which you could not have got
sotnie other way 3 or what letter of the hind are you
expecting?  But pethaps it s not for your.own
suke you would uphiold the present systens ; but for
the sake of the greut mcrcantile men of the coun.
try, who, you suppuee, suust trembie at the present
uwveont. But you are mistakea. For suppuse
sume sudden evolution of fortune were to carry you
from yout counter to & ceunting-howse in lmzu.
and that your sdvices, which now. juvolve a few
huidreds per annum, were to be swelled to half a
million, you would there find yourself depwived of
a Subbuth delivery. In the mercantile metropolin
of the world, and though you had bucome anvther
Rothschild, you would find yourself without the
powibility of getting your Sabbath lettere.  And
when you expremed your surprise that things
should be so much better managed in your nativy
village, and aunounced that there it had been held
abmolutely uecemsary for its men of business to_ gt
their letiers, the mecchunts of London would tell
you that they were quite of another way of think.
ing ; that »o fur from thinking it necewsary that
they should get them, they hud resisted & proposnl
to that effect. lnstead of cousidetiug the shut
post-office a grievance, it was kept shut at their
camest solicitation.

Now we don't know (o what clam of logical
argument this oue exactly belongm ; but we appeal
to cotnmon senwe if ticre is a fallacy in it: « If a
necesnity for & Subbath post-office doos not exint in
London, it exists no where.”

The bauker's necesnity fulls before an anrument
of the same kind. He can ouly inaintain his plea
by magnilying in some extraordinary way the im.
portauce of hie bank and its transactions, by prov.
ing, in short, that the branch s more important
than the tree which bears it—the extremition of tho
body than the budy to which they are attached.
For, not to recur to the cwe of Loudon, where the
bankers united with the ierchants in deprecating
the opening of the post-office on Sabbath, T am
inforied that a few yeans ago all the bankerw of
Edinburgh® agreed to discontinue their practico of

ling for their busi letters on Sabbath.  ‘I'ha
bankers of Edinburgh: do not aeed tig:r letters on
Subbath; but the manngem oi their country
branches must have theirs.  Iethis “must™ proved 1

But how shall we % .;us0 of the doctor’s plea?
It sceins so philanthropic. It in not his own i,
but the good of others that weighs with i, Itw
not his purse, but his paticnts, who are endangersd
by shutting the post-office on Sabbath.

The medical profession may be divided iuto two
halves—the towa and the country. ‘I'he former
half do not wish for their Jetters, and for the most
part do not send for them when they have tho
opportunity ; and the other half, we maiutain, do
not need them. .

. Let any country doctor tell us how many of his
patients scnd for hims by post, in cases of ener-
gency. In such cases do the country peopls sit
down and quietly write a letter, and despatch it 10
the post-office—a mile or two off, it may be—and
then wait in cool suspenso for a dozen hours or xo,
hoping that the doctor might be at hone when the
letter was delivered, and that his engazements
might allow him tu come immediately. Wo don't
wl: ,;Al;—b'll should h':;,;;wiu; one  excoption—

ich, I believe, is ¢ y Edinburgh bank that
has since fuiled.




