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and they wvou1d have said, "lIf only Paul carne back again we would
be alîve again." Thecir faith would have been founded on his
wisdom. But when there 'vas no Paul at ail, whien hie could say,
",Not I, but Christ in me," theni their faith wvas founded on the
power of God; and the same pover that convînced them of sin, that
same power that comforted thern, -and strengthened them, and filled
thern with peace and joy in the l-oly Gliost, wvas always with thern..
Therefore, wvhen hie wvent they lost the pleasure of hecaring hirn, but
thiey did flot 1,s~e the powver of his preaching.

IHowbeit wve speak wisdom." It is not the wisdom of men, but
it is not foolislhness. The world thinks the whole thing absurd, that
wve should be reconciled to, God because somne one died outside
the gates of Jerusaiem eighteen centuries ago, and stili more ab -urd
that xve should be able to do and love what is righit by ceaàing
from ourseives, and receiving our life from God. The world thinks
it is perhaps respectable if we are sincere in holding that belief; but
"lReally now, between ourselves," they say, " there is no sense in
it." And yet there is great sense in it : there is God's wisdomi in it.
"lHowbeit, we speak wisdorn among themn that are perfect." I will
just remind you that Christ says, IlBe ye perfect, as your father
which is in heaven is perfect." I would also point you to wvhat
Paul says, that the aim of his whiole workz is, " Warning evcry man
and teachirg every man in ail wisdom, that %ve may present every
man perfect in Christ jesus." WVhat I think hie means is, that hie
brings every man into the truth, and theni into a growvth of progress
in that life of Christ, uqtit the man becornes a perfect man. If
a mother showvs me a beautiful baby, and I say it is a perfect baby,
that does flot rnean that it is not going to growv; it nmeans just the
reverse-that it is a beautifully lieaithy chiild, that xvill grow into
a strong man.

IlYet not the wisdomn of this world, nor of the princes of the
world, that cornes to, naùght." Don't you think that 've Christians
have given a great deal too much of our time and thoughts to the
princes of this wvorld, thinking to ourselves, II ihat kind of figure do
we make in the eyes of the great mien of the xvorld, thec intelligent
men ?" We have nothing at ail do with them, but to, bear our
witness to them, and through Christian love to bring, themn to the
Lord Jesus Christ. "lBut we speak the wisdom of God in a mys-
tery, even the hidden yis dom, which God ordained before the world
unto our glory!" God wants us to giory in Him, and the wisdomn is
hidden, and if wve wvould find it out wve must go and hide just whiere
it is hidden,-"« hidden withi Christ in God." XVe have here to
search into the deep things of God, and how are we going to do it ?
In a very simple wvay. If you wanted to kiiow what I think on a
given subject, you might .ponder over it for rnany days and neyer
guess aright; but if you ask me, and I tell you, you will know my
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