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THE CANADIAN GENTLEMAN’S JOURNAL AND SPORTING TIMES.

%20}[ IN A CAN TE R. ‘:- (l Al Jand oo tho o there glioudd e r!l(‘ll!

. TR IITOR LD ym Wy, Cluahe, 1
vt oo b cenfoptable il we ot safoly
; Loun LAY ’

' M dear -t htthe pet, you are tired, over-
e and ovetad by the day'™s work 5 go
bl uelpet mto bed o faed a8 you can.

Lads Vorrn fart has gust gone down ; it is

lat. , and tho night is getting elully I am

gy to moke nocigar with Vernefast and

Sar Jolin before turnmgg in

The thres gendemnn, for old Mr. ‘Thorn-
hall was tov tired, talked nnd smoked fora
long time. Fhe men had o double allewance
of grog gven them, and were smoking and
chatting on the forecnstle, for no one seemed
wchued for slecp.

“ By George ! Sir John,” said Lord Verrie-
fast, ** we will bo off in n couple of dayr
for home. I shall Le in a state of perpetual
excitemont after this, till I get Mastor Charho
here home and marned ; if anything wero to
Liappen to him that little girl bolow would
breuk her heart.

‘I'hroo days after that the above counversa-
tion, a cloud of white cunvas might have been
seen pomnting towards Gibraltar ; it was the
* Iirefly” on her homeward voyage.

(AR FRT] [l

o e, Dt tabe yonr where
yerionn o e ot thom nt enees but put o
tah o0 thet fillew " panting to the drver.

w0, S Thernlndl, are the ladies guite
aufe * neked the stewal

Iy wore all nght - Sawders,  when 1
1cft tho 1 hepe to Ged they are so now.”

The diver who was with another pur of
hurbessed Lorses, wus put nnder the charge
of one of the troopers, nod Charlie, jumpmg
an the buek of the other, they all moved off
at o rapud pace.

Charlie tack them as truo as s die, by the
rond he cume by, ** Wo are now uot a lo
off from whero 1 left them,'” he suud to the
<one command. ¢ Jy heavens ey ure at
1, an the sound of rapul Siring caught s
ear  * Oh, that we wore thero !’

Ho thought of lus gentle and beautiful
Mary being being exposed to all thus, and b
Nieart sgank witlun him—of lus old and af-
foctionnte uncle, the jovinl L]o;'d Vernefast, —_——
and the munly and generous Buronet. e

n’I‘hoy prooc{d(-d n§ rapidiy as the naturo CHAPTER XXXIIL
of the ground woeuld pernnt them | but
caution was tho order of the day. R

Bir Johu had not &md a it too soon :
« Look out. they are coming.”  The band of
rufliana bad evidently made up therr unnd
what to do, for they eeparated wto four
baads, amd were mrrunm{mg them.

‘Ihe three gentle:nen kept an eager  look-
ont  Lord Vernofust, from belnnd lus rock,
tnok deliberate mm at one follow, and when
fie wag nbout five-and-forcy paces off, fired. ; 1

The man throew up s arms, and foll | The yacht eped ewiftly on her way ; her
hienvily on g face, nover more to mwove ; he l wlute wings glisteniug in the sun, she raced
was sliot dead, aud Sir John at the same | dlung, throwing the blue water aside, as she
instant lamed anothor.  Thik stnggcrsd their ;vuuged hcrn\my back to the lund allon board

: S, o wers non-plussed, and,loved go well. ) ‘
::::ll.l(',::.ﬁ ullﬁi;oth;r apain. P ' They had decxde(} on stopping at G)br.n.ltar

Lady Vernefust and Mary were tremlling | o fow days. Charlie had some old friends
and half futing i the carimge, and clupy | who were quartered there whoie he was aux-
to cach oth - convalsively. ivus to see, and Nary and Lady Verriefast

¢ Ave they gone ?7 they asked, as thero Lad been proumsed a sight of the wonderful
wns n suspension of the tirmg. ruck, that has survived so many strange and

* Keep clase, " shouted Ing Lordstup, and eventful scenes. . .
as he uttered 1t, o shower of balls pattered | At last it loomed in the distance, grand
agamst the rocks. and imposing, and as they neared it its bold

“Ihat won't hurt us, sad Sir Joen, fill-  utlincs became more distinet. .
ing the chambers of Jus }nstol: “don't)_ * It looks even grander now, Mary," said
wastn  8hot, Vornefsst. When they get | Lady Verriefast, ** than when we passed it
within ranee agan, let thein have t.’ the other day. Isit not magnificent 2 but

Lord Vernofast tarned Ins hend towards | boautiful £s 1t is, beautiful as arethe different
tho carringe. to reassure Ins wife, when a | places we hove v'x’sated, thero is to mo no
sight met lus eyo that filled lun wath joy. [ placo like home.” = )

116 turned and fired tho s1x chanbers of lus | * Or me cither,” replizd her friend.

the 1o

THE DUEL.

Old Mr. Thornhill was delighted when the
i sachit left for home. He bad heard all about
the Russian noblanan, and this last affair of
Grucks hind completely upset him ; so it was
with the utmost satisfaction he saw the class-
ical land growing fainter in the distance.

uI

revolver rapudly at the group of ruthaxs, who
wero in close consultation, and gave o loud
hurrab.  ** Charlie, by all that's glorious !
lio screamned out.

Yes, there he was, with a troop close be-
hind him, appeanng over the brow of tho
Inll, and coming on at aquick pace.

The band of sconndrels turned to fly, but
they saw 1t was useless, aud throwing  down
thor armas, begged abjectly for mercy.

* No one buvt, is thero 2" asked Charlie,
bursting tn among s friends.

** No one, 1oy boy,” answered th Baronet.
¢ Thavk G d, Charhe, vou cameo as vou did;
you have earned our eternal grattude and
thanks ~

** Thero. there, Mary, vou httle puss, do
not give way ; it allngehe.”

The poor girl had m her excitement yump-
od ont of carnage, and was sobbing m her
fovers arme, and Lady Vernefast was chog.
ing to her husband.

Tha fellows were quickly disanmed and
lLiound

* Beantiful signoras, *whined out one, m
Talinn, ** ity for us ;  but there was no paity
fregm thoso mto whose hands they had
aﬁzn.

The cxrriage was dragged ont, and the
s10rses hamessed to 1, but it was 1ot en-
trusted to tho Jehu of the mormug ; h - was
n prisonor with the rest.

‘The scoundrel know the Lugushmen were
10 bo attacked, but thew obstinately persist.
mg i chanmng the route, and  taking au-
othier road, had upset all Ius ealeulations ;
But on leaving them ke had soon band out

was anxious to come on this trip, aud I am
fjuite as anxious now to be back again. I do
not know how it is, but 1 have a misgiving
our travels will not end without some dizas-
ter or other.”

I cannot say I share your apprehension,
Mary ; surely we have had coough excite-
ment for one voyage. Still, 1 must say it
will be the utmost satisfaction to me, to alt
of us, when yon and Mr. Thornhill are xpar-
ried, and quetly settled at dear old Linden
Hall.  Your father, I see, is fidgety, and
Lotd Vernefast, I krow, willbe glad to be
homv again.”

The vesscl was soon after the above con-
veorsatiun ridng at her anchorage, and as it
was carly i tho day, Charlic at once went
ot1 shorc tu pay his visits and ok his old
frionds up.

He was not long in ninding them out, and
right glad they were to welcome him.

* Who on earth would have thought of
seemy vou here, Gharlie?” said Captain
Ross, au old school-fullow of his. * We have
heant of all your dotugs ; poor tellow, you
find & devilish near shave, though; that
cutnes of guing out with  fellows who koow
notlung of shooting, snd who are cardless
mnto the bargain.  But you have pulled
thruegh wonderfully well, and look yourself
agamn. The way you rode that steeple-chaso
was splendid, quite your old forma. Of course
youdine with us tns eveang ; I shall tako
uo denial.  To-morrow all your friends ahall
sce thoe rock ; they wmust lunch with us, and
we will honizo them all over the place.™

Charlie agreed to dme with lic friends,

and sent o note to his uncle saying he shonld
not be on board till the eveniug, and to have
the boat at such a placo at ten o'clock.

He wandored about with his friends, talk-
1ng of old tunes and their boyish days; till the
hiour approached for dressing for mess.

He had sent for his thungs, and was soon
in the ante-room.

* By-the-by, Thornhill,” said one, ** a gen-
tleman dines with us this evening who knows
something of you all, and he says Miss
Thornhill is the most beantiful girl ho ever
snw. He met you at Naples—the Count
Orloff , ho was only speaking of you yoster-
day, and asked if we had scen anytlung of
the * Iirefly.” You never saw such a fellow
atccarto in your life ; he cleaned us all out o
few eveningsback. Mo is a good fellow
though.”

* I know somecthing of the gontleman,”
rephed Charlic, dryly, as ho turned to listen
to tho baud, which was playing somo well-
remembered English air.}

1w band, told them where ther <ictuns
would be found, aud ther, pucheting lus
dounceur, coolle rode lack to the ¢ wn with
the mtelligonce that the party hadbeen at-
tacked by bngands.

That an Evnghsh lord, with a waguificent
yacht Iyiug i thoir roadst ad, should be s0
troated, was too much for even the Greck
nuthentics, and befure the English nutister
at Athens kuew anytlang about 1, a troop
of envalry was despatched to their as-
sstance.

‘oor Charlie wac dreadfully fatiqued as hie
entered the carmage, whiich was  dniven by
Nanders, the steward. but & mp of brandy
soon revived hun @ and he was happy and
coutented, seated by hier hie was 50 tundly at-
1 1ched to.

1 was pretty well baked, 1 can tell yon,”
hio aasd, ** when 1 eame up with the troop :
U aiade thy mimng too strong. T did those
Mt nules w about WGY aunates . but T had a
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ir-tety b

Chinr'n wispdatimg Ins adventwr e nmongast
the Grook brigands when the Russinu jomned
their party

timshob snnl, woriewhat sareastically !
* You adl got off very well, and 1 am very

ghad of 1it, otherwise I shonld not have had

the pleasure of meeting you here.”

“ T am much obliged to you, Count. Yes,

we had a narrow eseapo.  1'do not know how

we should havo farcd—a heavy ransom 1

suppose—but 1 had hit one of the fellows
with my revolver, so perhaps I might not
huve got off 50 ensily as the rest.”

** Mr. Thornlull scems more ready with
a 80t of brigauds than ho does  with geutle-
mon,” said the other, with tho utmost cool-
NOSH.

Had a thunderbolt dropped amougst them,
1t could not have caused greater consterna-
tion than these fow words did.

*“There is no mistaking your meaning,
Count,” snid the young man, with the utmost
composure ;* bat I really do not see you
bave any right to say so.

Tho Count was playing with one of his
gloves as Tlxombiﬁ said this.

** You think not, sir,” replied the Russian.
“ No doubt you think so ; this is au oppor-
tunity I have been anxiously awating, and
I am delighted to be able to toll you,icforo
your friends and countrymne,, thatI consider
you a faint-Leartod cur,” and as ho said this
Lo struck him across tho face with his glove.

The instant this was done the Count was
layingon his back, fora blow from Cherlie
Thornhill’s fist had floored the illustrions for-
cigneer ; he was lying oo his back, his face
literally deluged with blood.

** I call you to witness, Ross, Churchill,
and others, that this was not of my secking.
I am very. very sorry it should thave occur-
red here ; butl take a blow from no man."

The confusion was great. They rallied
rou]ud Charlie, who was pale, but perfoctly
C00l.

* Will you s20 me through this, Ross ?”
he asked, hurriedly ; * of course there can
only be one determination.”

‘The Count had risen tohis feet, and looked
ghastly with his blood-stained features ; he
was trembling with passion, but wes at last
taken from the room by his Genmnan friend,
who presently returned.

‘The officers were talling in knots as he did

80.
** Hore comes tho Baron,” said Ross, * with
& message for you, Charlie. Refer him to
mo ; I will see you through it, old boy, It
may cost rao my commission; but I will
chance it."”

¢t Of course, Monsieur Thornbill,” said the
German with great politeness, in French,
“ you must bo aware that after what has
passed, aud the way my friend has been
troated this eveniog, there is only one way
this matter can bo arranged.”

** He brought it on  himself. sir,” replicd
the youny man sternly. * Do you suppose
for one instant I would be struck by anyone
and not returnit 2 I more thon regret it
should have happened here amongst my
friends, nnd in t{mir room. I might very
well decline to go out with your friond for
various reasons that it is needless to enter
into now: but I will indulge his wish, and
give him a moeting. My friend Captain Ross
will arrange matters withyou. But remem-
ber, Baron, advise the Count {0 come no
more here, for I shall this evening put down
on paper, in case I fall, the reasons wuy I do
not tLink his presence in & mess-room  des-
irable.”

* You need not do that, Charlie,” roplied
Lis friend, * he never enters our quarters
ageaiv. It is deniced lucky none of the chiefs
were present this evening ; otherwise tbere

\
l yonug man o sooteer 6aW that lus unche was

well off than be arose, dressed luminelf care.:
tully, and stole out. It was now past twelvoi

h He bstened  attentively whilst ' o'elock ; 1 the saloon he sat down and wrote be cool,
Thovabill was sneaking, and when™ he had 1 o long letter to Mary, and  another to lusi handkerchief—the pistol 1» hght 1w togper,

uncle, explanung overytlnng.  Then throw.
iy Inmself on one of the gofos, fell mto n;
troubled sleep; he awoke every now and
then with o start, thinking he bad overslept
lnnself, and looked at s wateh, but finding
1t wanted hours to the tio dozed off agmn,

As day uplpronchcd ho grew 1moro restless,
and finding he could not sleep, wont quictly
on deck. Not u sonl was about except tho
watch on thoe forecastle ; it wasjust half-pust
foar and « lovely mormng, everything looked
go calm and quiet, Heo thought that this
might be the last timoe be would over see the
sun again ; he was no cownrd, quite thecon.
trary, but o bad a horror of duelling, and

to take life in cold blood scerued to him ter-
rible. Andto boshotatby a deadly hand
bore no very pleasing reflection, but as loe
romembered lo had been struck, it made his
blood boil.

He was in deep though when he saw the
boat approaching ; thero was only one man
rowing 1t ; as it approached closer ho saw
that it was his friend.

Nota word did either utter, and as the
boat catue alongside Charlio stepped into it
and pushed off.

* liverything is ready, old fellow,” said
tho Captain, when they had got out of ear-
shot of tho ** Fire-fly.” My trap is waiting
forus. I have besn up all wmight getting
ready ; the tovls had to be cleaned, the
Doctor to be talked over, and the trap to
order. I can assure youmy time has been
fully occupied. I cannot tell you how I re-
gret this, but there is no help for it now.”

** 1 am moat thankful, I am sure, Russ,
for all your kinduess and the trouble you
havo taken. God knows I had no wish or
itontion of making a quarrel.”

* My deur follow, you could have acted in
in no other way than you have. I aw
afraid he will not apologize for striking you.
No, Charlie, you could uave done nothing
clse. Ho s u dvadly sbot I am told, so you
must be cool, but you are just as good & one.”

‘Tho boat now touched the shore, and get-
tig out, IRoss gave her over to a man who
was waiting for him.

The two then stepped smartly away, and
after some quarter of an hour’s walk came to
the trap which was to take them on to the
spot chosen. A regimental Doctor was in
tho cart with a servant.

** Here we are, Doctor,” said the Captain.
*I hope we have vot kept you waiting for
forus.  Jump up, Charhe,” and the four
drove off. The five or &1x miles they had to
go was speedily traversed, for the horss was
a good one.

*Furst on the ground, at any rate,” re-
marked the Captain. * Now, Charlie, a
word or two with you. I have arranged
with the Baron that with two such shots as
you and the Count are, that you shall be
placed at sixteen paces, and fire by drop of
a handkerchief ; weo shall toss for 4Lat. Be
cool and collected; very likely the Russian
will attompt tounnorve you in somw way or
other: he s, I am told, a noted dusllist and
usad to these hatefal things.”

** My nerves are right enough, Ross,” re-
plied the other, “yon will take charge of|
these two letters for me, old fellow, and give
them to whom they are addressed, and if
anything should happen to me, tell my
uncle that——, well, never mind, all is ex-
plained 1nthe letter to him. Here they
como.”

It was on rising grouud where the three
stood waiting the others, who were approach-

ing.
The Count was laughing and smoking a

would have boen a devilof a row. Now I
maust go to my quarters with the Baron, and
do the needful for yau. I am quite ready,
Baron. for you,” turning to him; *take s
cigar, and we will adjoura to my rooms.”

‘Thornbill sat dowm, lit his weed, and talk.
cd away : but o cloud had descended on
them all.

In half au hour Ross camo back, and call-
ed Charlie aside.

** It 13 all axranged, old fellow,” he said.;
** you will go down quictly to the landing-
place at ten o'clock, meet the ¢ Firefly * boat,
aud go aboard as if nothing had happoned.
Wnte what letters you have to, and turn in

cigar, as was the Baron. There was a
stranger with them who turned out to bo a
wedical man as well, and & Frenchman.

They bowed as they met, and the Count as
he raised lus hat slightly took 2 quck
anxious glance at Thornbill.

* I brought a medical friend with us, Cap.
tain,” said the Baron, **but I sce you have
Dr M—— with you. How are you, Doctor?
A beautiful morning, 1sit not? ~ Now, Cap-
tain, wo will just look out for a nico level bit
of ground, but it all seems pretty good here.”

As the two walked away, Charlie was left
with the regimental surgeon, the Count and
the other a few pacesoff.  They were con-

tll five o'clock, when I shall seod aboat for
you. Puton your darkest clothes, wa shall
have a drive of nearly sixmiles to tho ground.
1 will bring the tools for you; our fellows'
will be mum, so there is no fear of inter-
ruption.”
* Many thanks.” replied Charlie, and they
turned away to join the others.
At half past nine Ross said: ** Now my
boys, Thornhill is off, we must have a glass
of grog all round. And mind, not & word to
a soul. T havo your words havo I not 2
* Certainly,” they answered.
* T am denced serry, Charlie, for this,”
continued Lis friend, *¢ that it should have
happoned here, but it cannot be helped now.
I'll see you through it, though. God bless
sou, old fellow.” ~And he tossed off the con-
tents of his glass. ** Now then, comealong;
T will go with you to the boat.”

All pressed eageriy forward to take him by

sha haxgd s Guad-hye, ‘Thornhill Eeen!

versing in French. Bat overy word they
said was understood by Thornhill,

*This is my ninth petite affair, Doctor,™
said the Russian, gsily, **the last ono was
with a countryman of my own, » husband, he
fancied I was a little too attentive to his wife.
A charming creature. He bad heard of my
pistol shooting, and came on the ground as
uervous as a school-gir), lots of pluck, but be
was thinking of his young wife, and this sort
of thing was new to him. X felt certsin of
mimn. I would bave spared him; just
taken him in the thigh, or something like
that, but madame was charming, so I shot
hitn through tho "-sart. I was mistaken
tuough, the lady would nover look at me,
aud died o fow months after. T wander
what mademoiselio will say and.do, when
sho hears I have killed her lover.”

Charlic moved away to avoid hearing
more, the words that Liad dropped from tue

Joaves the Captacu, ¢ o vp this foend
with o tlushed face  and anvens Jook. 1
must place you—{for Gud's sahe ult! fellow
I givo the word-—tu - an 1 arep the

su keep at wall up. .

‘Thornlull teoh s place, with his right
sido townrds Jus opponent, his left arm  be-
hind his back, giving his adversary as little
us he could to auu at.

Hoe was a handsunie fellow, the model of &
fine, woll-grown young Englhish gentlomon ns
as he stovd up boforo the other the othor.

¢« Mind, gentlemen, you fire together, you
know the signal, tho dropping of my hand.
chief,” cried the Captain; * now nttennon.."

As the Count stood oppusite and eyod  his
s'oung oppunent, n sneer crossed his fac.e—
the hnu(‘korchief fluttered in the Captain's
band and then foll.

Both pistols v.ere discharged simultanoous-
ly, and both remained standing, but the
Count's pistol had dropped to the ground.

* By hoaveus, Charlie, yow've winged
him,” exclaimed his triend, running up to
him. * Thavk God, my boy, you are un-
hurt, a dovilizh near shave though, tho ball
has gono clean through your hat, only two
inches above your head—stay whers you are
whilst I go and seo what is the matter.”

Charlio had smashed the Count's pistol
arm just above the . lbow.

What an agoniziug revengoful look he gave
the Captain a8 ke camo up, a look that gen-
tleman never forgot.

“ My God, Baron !” lio exclaimed, as his
friend the German told him that Thorbhill
was unhurt, that tho ball had passed through
lis hat, ** it is all your faunit. I told you
twelve paces—and to load lightly—tho over-
chargo saved him, curses on it ; I'm maimed
fur hite ¢ and as ho uttered this he fell faint-
ing to the ground.

Thornhill seeing this ran up. “ Don't say
I've killed him, Koss ;" all his bitter feelings
had vanished as he regarded the fallen man.
** Oh, God ! don't say I've killed him.”

* No, no, Thornhill, my dear boy, bo
oalm,” said the regimental Doctor, ** he's
worth a dozen dead men yet ; you've spoilt
bis shooting for ever though, there is not the
slightest doubt his arm must come off, we
must get him back as quickly as vpossible.
Now, Ross, take your friend away, and get
lize on board the yacht as quiok as possible.”

He required no second bidding, and they
wero soon driving rapidly away.

Old Mr. Thornhill was up and on deck at
six o'clock. ‘ Have you scen Mr. Charles?”
he asked of the steward.

* No, sir,” replied the man, * but Phillips
who had the morning watch, t>ld me that a
boat caine off this morning at five o’'clock,
and Mr. Charles went ashore in her.

“ Very extraordinary,” muttered the old
gentleman. * Thers is something wrong in
this ; if he bad been going on shore this
morning he would have told us of it.” Arnd
he proceeded at once to call SirJohn Forest.

* He has got into some mess for a  thous-
aud,” said the Baronet, jomping up ; * this
secret expedition means no good. I would
not have anything happen ¢+ him for all I
possess ; what are we to do ?°'

* Well, I'm sure I dv not know, Forest,
perhaps we had bLetter wait till after break-
fast, tuen we will go on shoroe ; it is closo on
soven now."

Charlie wes so anxions, that instead of
proceeding at once to the* Fire-fly,” he went
to his frieud's head-quarters to wait and
bear what the medical men said.

The news of the duel soon got bruited
abeut, and closely as the seeret had been
kept, it was quickly the talk of scorca of
people.

The man-servant, that had gone with
Charlie and his friend, had said on their re-
tarn that one of the gentlemen lad Deen
shiot ; tlus was passed trum mouth to mouth,
when some one knowing one of the gentle-
men came from the yacht, and concluding it
was Thornlull who was shot, at once pro-
coed to the * Fire-fly " to giva the news.

Mary had got np early, and whenshe step-
ped on deck, to her surpriso found Sir John
and her father pacing it.

* Why, papa, dear,” running up and kiss-
ing him, ** you are carly, and so is Sir John.
I thought 1 should be the first up.”

Neither gentlemen kaew w)lx)a: to say-
* Why, the fact is, Mary, your fathet called
me," said the Baronet, after rather an
swkward pause. “ Charlic got up very
early and went on shore—funny, is it not ?
1 cananot make it out, not that it is anything
of consequence, he will tix» up presently,
and see, there comes a boat offi.”

But os the boat came nearer, it was seen
Charlic was not in it.

* Ah! b2 is breakfasting with his friends
andis sending to let us know,” observed
Mary ; * too bad of him to steal off in this
way, aud we are all to go on shore, too,
seo the rock.”

* Well, my man, what is it 2" asked Sir
John, as the boat came alongside.

** The young gentleman,” replicd the man
—** I'm very sorry, sir, to bo tho bearer of
ill nows, but—-"

. The Baronet held up his haund as 3 warn-
}?8. bat Lo was too late, the girl had heard

* Go on,” she said, looking at her father

Russian had steeled his heart, and whatever

who was as white asa sh.et, and trembling

H




