
THE PRESBYTERIAN MHRCH 0F THE LOWER PROVINCES,

"TAKE VE AWAY Th4E STONE."
The tiîne and the p)lace whcre thcsc words

wcre uttcred by Juini w~ho spake as neyer
mari spake, arc well knion to cvery rcadcr
of the Evangcuic narrative. Soonl as our
eye falls upon these words, or our ear catches
their spoken souind, we are borne brick on
the pinions of imagination, throughi the eigli-
teen centuries which hiave since roiled round,
and finrd ourselves standing in one of"1 God's
acres" iii the storied land oflPalestine. Berii-
any-quaint, old, oiivc-bowered Bethany
-the town, as amiable Johin tells, of Mary
and hr'r sister Max tha, ivith whorn crewhile
lived Lazarus-itt no great distance appears
zo our view. Around us st.art np a group
of sad-faced mourners rending the air with
the condolatory ivailings by which they en-
(leavour to comfort the sorrowing Mary and
Martha whose brother bas reantly been iii-
terred in this cenictery.

One you observe thiere--greatest of ali the
eom pany-toward s whom the eycs of ail are
now dirccted. That is the Saviour, present
hy sIlecial invitation-an intimate Friend of
the isconsolate sisters. Hie is now rip-
proaching to the resting.place of the mortal,
remains of their bcloved brother. Behold
bim there-the (iod-man-aes the hot tears
course adown bis siniless checks, and thank
God frorn your inmostsoui. that lIe caa and
will sympathize with bis people in their per-
piexities, as welI as deplore and alleviate
the melrincholy consequences which liave
resulted from the (leath-causing sin of our
representative, apostate progenitor.

Mcanwhile list to the comniand-< Take
yo away the stone"-as addressed by Him

to the on-looking multitude. Ho is about
to performn a stupendous mairacle--to cal
brick the soul of Lazaru% from the spirit-
land-to arrest the proccss of putrefaction
that is rapidly gong on in his 1,1.Aess body
-so that by re-iiiitirlg those component
element8ofhis being whlxihdeath liad sever-
cd lie may re-constitute aliving La7arus for
the comfort of grieving relatives, and for the
edification of lis people in ail subsequent
ages. No absolute necessity lias lIe of the
assistance of those whw gather around Humi
and even if lee had, whiat eould thev do to,
re-aniniate a ifelcss day tenement ? They
mightL fill tire vault with their wails and bc-
sprinkle the dead with their tears; but both
alike would bc uulieeded by the s1ceper, frat
locked in the cold emibrace of deatb. -Some
thing, however, tirere is which they can do
-aud that they m ust do, as directed by the
Savieur, ere ho " Back to, its mansions, cal
the fleeting breRthi. They must roll away
the stone, whicli iii accordance withi Orien.
tai customn, has been placcd at the entrance
to the tomb in wh.*cli repose"I ail that coultd.
die" of much-lovcdI La7aruis. lleadily they
perform the prescribed services; and tlîeu-.
as the inspired historian informs us-the
great miracle--,vorkcr, hav.mg first thanked.
his heavenly Father for affording this op-
portunity of exihitinga proof of his»ivin-
ity, evoked to life the dlead mtan, by sound-
ing in bis car the lifc-imparting worsls, IlLa-
zarus, corne forth."

Now Paul tells us that "lail Seripture is
given by inspiration of God," and.tbat it is
profitable for variotis purposes- which be
enumerates that Ilthe rma of. Godm~ay h.,


