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of relief, which they have afforded to many
a bereaved family, A similar scheme the
Synod have now resulved on establishing
here.  ‘Lhe particular regulativns for the

future management of the fuud have not !
yet been determined on, Lut it is likely that ! donations.

the anneal pag ments vequited from minis-
ters will yange frum ten to twenty dollars,
and it i eapected that sums of at least from
fiftcen to twenty five pounds annually will
be guaranteed to cach widow, and four or
five pounds to cach ovphan,  Inorder how-
ever to fix the scheme on a firm Lasis and
at the same time to give an opportunity to
the benevolent to contrilute towards the
ohject, ithas hieen resolved to 2ppeal to the
church to raise a capital fund ¢f £1000, be-
sides what may be ruised by collectors and’
ministers stbscriptions, to be invested on
the most advantageous terms, and to be lia.
_ble.for distribution only to the ampunt of
its annual interest.

The udvantages of this plan areprincipal-
1y three. In the first place, it makes better
provision for the classes referred to, than
any other scheme in our power.  True the
amount of the annuities will not be large.
T'o & persou prospering in any other calling,
the prospect of say £20 per anmwm. for his

. widow and £3 additjonal for ecach young or-
phan would appear anything but a brilliant
future for those he might leave behind him:
But it is much more than we could ever
liope to provide for them by any other scheme
within our reach. In the case of a widow
with five children the amount at the above
rate would be forty five pounds per annum,
and the rate may be higherand any onewho
has had any acquaintance with swch a case,
will know how much such a sum payable

» regularly every half year would add to the

« comfort of a family in such circumstances.
Such a sum would raise them above ahso-
lute want, and it is not contemplated that
they should he placed in such a position as
to render their own efforts or the assistance
of their personal friends unnecessary. But
sccondly, the provision is a certain one.
T}nb Is an essential clement of the scheme,
one which we trust will never.be lost s;ght.
ofin any.an‘angemcnts that might be made.
““T'he annuitics will be placed on sucha scale,

as on & correet caleulation of the rates of
mortality, we may be certain our funds will
enable us to afford, and all will be ecured,
permanent vested funds, This can nev-
er be seeured by any scheme of charitablé
Such would always be preea-
rious. Rut by this scheme every minister
who contributes to the fund will have all the
certainty that can be afforded vegarding any-
thing human, that the sacrifice heis making
will secure provision to his widow and young
futherless children, should he Icave such he-
hind him ; and he can lay his head ona dy-
ing pillow without anxiety as to their re-
ceiving the amount guaranteed.  And last-
ly, The provision thus made will be without
anything of the humiliation of pauperism
or charity. The sums that the widow will|
receive she will he as much entitled to, as
to anything carned by the labour of her
hands. Lo a dying husband it must be a
pleasing reflection, that by his own selt-de-
nial or as part, of the return made for his
labowrs, he has been enabled to make such
a provision for those dearest to him on carth.
And to the hereaved widow it must afiord

_the utmost satisfaction to know that the

funds she now receives are not the gifts of
charity, but are the results of his labours
and self-denial while on carth, and that she
has as much right to use tham for the sup-
port of herself and family as she had to use
any partof his stipend for the same purpose
during his lifetime,

The raising of the sum required annually
from ministers will even at the lowest rate
nmentioned, bea heavy tax upon the narrow
means of many of our ministers. But the
object is so important, aud so nearly con-
cerns the igterestof those deavest to them on
carth, that we believe it will be borne, even
although it should involve their denying
themselves comforts or what others would
regard as nccessaries of life.  But it is in-
tended hereafter to appeal to Sessions and
congregations, to relicve their pastor ofthis
burden, and we hope to sce the day, when
congregations willconsider it their duty to

. provxdc for their minister an interest in the

Widows Fund, as much as to provide him
with a stipend for his annial maintenance.
At present however the attention of the
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