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As with most new appliances, and perhaps a little more than usual

with this, there will be some difficulty at first in managing it, but i
needs ouly persistence ani somte smaill degree of ingenu.ty to soon
overcomue al] trouble, and in operations of any mnagnitude, it anply
repays any ditficulty that nay be experiecaced in adjusting it.

In the large maiority of cases after tic operator has become a little
familiar with it, it can be readily applied for cavities on the approxinal
surfaces of the icisiors, and if' gained, there will be as little trouble in
adjusting it for approximnal and crown operations in the bieuspids and
molars, and also in imany instances of buccal decay. To insure success
the niaterial should be tough and elastic, whiclh characterizes the best

quality; the holes should not be to large, large enough to avoid any
danger of rupture in adjusting, and sufficiently siall to insure a water-

tight joint at the neek of the tooth. The divisions between the holes
should be broad enough to completely occupy all the space between the
teeth when the rubber is distended, in this respect a little experience
will soon enable the operator to judge correctly.

After the dam is in position it will assist in ret-aining, to wipe the teeth
perfectly dry with spunk or bibulous paper, the rubber will not dip as
easily on a dry surface, but if the shape of the tooth is 'nfavourable to
its retention without other means, a ligature will be found an effectuai
astening. The edge of the rubber should be inverted, after it is on the

tooth, so that it will be toward the niargin of the guin. If a ligature is
used, that will accomplish it as it is crowded up the neck of the tool,
but if a ligature is not necessary to hold the rubber, the inveram can be
accomuplished with a thin burnisher or other blunt-edged instrutient.
It is especially essential that the edge should be invertel in cases where
the decay extends beneath the nnrgin of the gun, otherwise it will be
difficult to carry it above the cervical wall. With right nanagemuent
the rubber can be carried s ifely above the cervical wall even in extensive
decay at the neck of the, tooth. The dam eau be adjusted wherever
floss silk eau be forced betveen the teeth, and where that cannot be
the teeth can be sprung by wedges, or a thin instrument. The easiest
manner in the majority of cases is to carry the rubber down with the
ligature. A thousand and one ways will suggest theisclves upon
repeated trials, and nothing but experiene2 is needed to insure sucess.
The material can be procured for four dollars per yard. A yard will
furnish inaterial sufficient for one hundred experinenîts at least. Cut it
for use as wanted in sections about eight inches square, Use fresh pieces
for the back teeth, and these can be used again for the incisors, cutting
the holes nearer the margin. Wash the" rubber thoroughly with soap


