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in the inquiry, the result of which will be fully made
known in the first number of tho Juurnal for next
year. The mmplements for which prices will bo
given mm the coswig 3ear, cunaist of fixed and
portable steam engines, fixed and portable threshing
machines, finishing wachines, hand pressing machines,
barley hummeliers, chalt catters, mills, crushers, oil
cako breakers, buie mills, tarnip cutters, and field
gates, and as 4 petiod of four years will have elaps-
cd since the trial of some of thoso classes of imple-
ments, it is to be anticipated that many itnprovements
will be exibited.  The country mecting next year
will be held in the week comuiencing Monday, the
15th of July Prizes to the amount of £2,925 are
affered by the society for live stock, and £430 for
mplements, while £370 are_added by the Suffolk
Agricultural socrety and the Local Committee. It is
also pruposed to offur £200 in prizes for poultry. the
castern counties having long been famous for their
sitceess in this department.

M IL R Thompson, the President of the Society,
in his address referred to the all engrossing subject
of tho cattle plague. Ife estimated that during little
wore than a year, the number of cattle that in Great
Britain had fallen victims to this disease amounted to
209,332. The total peeuniary loss to the country
could not, he thought. be less than three millions
sterling. * It was mortifying to reflect,” hic’ohserved.
« that (humanly speaking) this vast 1oss might have
been in a great measure prevented if we had not
Lieen too proud to profit by the experience of our
own and other nations who had frequently to battle
with this terrible scourge, and who had uniformly
come to the conclusion, after vepeated attempts at
cure, that immediata isolation of the cattle exposed
to contagion, and slaughter of all. animala attacked
by the naderpest was the only wmode of eseaping
heavy loss.” IHe combated the notion tbat the
disease had become less virulent in its charactey,
considering it justas fatal as at the commencement.
He counselled the authoritics not to relax the
stringent regulations which had been found necessary
in dealing with the cvil, till every traco of the dis-
order had disappeared from the land. Permancnt
regulations should furtber be made for the safo im-
portation of foreign cattle, of which those intended
tor immediate consumption shonld be slaughtered at
the ports of debarkation, if not at the place of
export ; and store cattloshould be subject to efficient
ingpection and quarantine.  Fresh meat had already
become an article of daily importation, and a retorn
from the Board of Trade showed that in the month of
Qctober. 3,428,000 1bs. of meat, the greater portion
tresh mutton, had been imported into England. He
next referred to the wereasing searcity of labour and
the conscquent rise in wages, aud recommended cer-
tain measures that should give the labourer a greater
interest in the land. Thesterdyadvances madein steam
caltivation were noticed in glowing terms; and the
yet undevcloped resources of the country and
increasing forcign trade were pointed out. In re-
gard to Ircland, it wus aptly temarhed - If our
acute but misguided fellow-countrymen in Ireland
would abandon their I'enian follies, and devote them-
s.lves heartily to the cultivation of green urops and
the improvement of tlcir pasture lands, they might
appropriate a large portion of the vast sums that are
now cxpended in bringing live stock from the most
distant parls of Europe. Even now there are more
cattle In Ircland thun su Logland —3,493,000 against
3,307,000, and this number might with case be very
largely increased.  Daiwy produce too, which has for
some years been very remunerative, nced fear no
competition from distant countries.” A. very.remark-
uble result of the catile plaguo had been the largely
increased supply of country milk to the metropolis
and other large towns. * There are now more than
220 stations scading milk to London, by passengor
ot special math trawy, friom distances varyiog from
¢ 10 190 mulcs, for a charge varying from a minimum
of 3d. t0 & mazsmum of 2d. & gallen for tho whole dis-
tance. Tho total quantity thus carriod during 1866,
might be estimated at 7,000,000 gallons.*? It is 16 bo
hoped for the sake of our trans-Atlantic city cousing,
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that this enormous influx of country milk into the
metropolis will alter the qualily of the commodity
usually known as * London milk ”’ Mr Thompson
concluded hLis very able address by observing that
“under the good providence of God, who has
promised the return of seed time aud harvest so long
a3 the world ‘endures, the presenm prospects of Eng-
glish agricalture are highly cacoutaging. By means
of the increased facilities of transport, both by sea
and land,we are continua.ly ubtaiing access to whole
nations of new customery, and sv long as our foreign
trade contisues to increase, so long will the con-
sumption of vur home grown commuodities be such as
to provide & remunerative demand for all the beef
and the beer. thc'milk, butter, aud cheese, which the
combined practice with science ot our farmers may
enable them to supply.”  The address embraced
topics of greal aad general intercst, and furnished
wise suggestions to which wo in Canada may profita-
bly give heed.
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New Vegetable Fibre.

WE have been favoured by M. Kirkwood, of Ot-
tawa, with & specimen of a new fibre which be has
been for some time engaged in investigating, and
swhich he purposes sending amung the contributions
to the Paris Exhibition from this country. This vege-
table fibre is quité a novelty, and, if it realizes the
expectations of the discoverer, will be the basis of a
new industry. It is o silky material of great beauty
and fineness, obtained from the stems of the asclepias
Cormuli. or common milk weed. ov silk weed, as it is
sometimes called, well huuwn from its growth on our
highways, Mr. Kirkwood believes the fivre to he
well adapted to the manufacture of those articles in
which silk i3 now employed. This plant is casily
cultivated, and grows from three to four feet high.
It is estimated that an arcrage produce of 300 pounds
per acre clear fibre could be casily obtained, which,
it is believed, conlt he worth about 20 cents per
pound, which would amount to sixty dollars an acre.
This new fibre has niot yet been {csted by an appli-
cation to manufactures, although it is Mr. Kirkwood's
intention to have it done in England. Mr. Kirkwood
bas been placed under obligations to Professor
Hincks, of University Coilege, Toronto, who has
aided 'him in his investigativns regarding the quality
of this interesting vegetable fibre. We shall be
curious to hear the result of the experiment of its
manufacture in England, and meanwhile we would
reeommend the enterprising discoverer to pursue his
investigations. i

Cattle rﬁ;ﬁo Bill,

CoxsinERsBLE attention is now Leing paid in Eag-
land to the subject of- the impottation and transit of
cattle, with & view to the prevention of the introduc-
tion and spread of rinder-pest, and other infoctious
(}isbrders. An Act of Parliament, it is expected, will
shortly be passed for the regulation of the cattle
trafic, and in anticipation of such a rocasure, the
Chamber of -Agriculturo bave agreed to memorialize
the Government on the subjeut—a step which bas
also been taken by many other agricultural associa
tions in England. We in Canada shail do wisely to
take a lesson from the history ot the fearful scourge
that has made such havoc among Lnghsh herds, and
be warned in time to make such regulations as may
prevent the incursion of & simlar plague into this
country, or meet the exigencies of tho caso at the
outsat, if the cvil should appear among v~ We
subjoin & report, which we oxtract from the North
British Agricultunisf, of the suggestions which tho
Chamber of Agriculture cspectally recommends.
Some of these suggestions are well worthy tho atten-
tion of our legislature, ‘and all interested in the
trangit and traflic of ‘cattlo in this Province .~-
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government,which ports should boproyided with suit-
able markets, slaughter-honses, quarantinoe grounds,
and officers. That all foreign fat stock ghould be
forthwith siaughtered at such markets, and that all
store stock should be subjected to twenty-cight days’
quarantine beforo they are permitted to movo inland.

2. That should the rinderpest or sheep-pox be
agawm imported or break out afresh, slaughtering and
compensating powers similar to those of the Catile
Diseases Act of February last should at once be put
in torce, and the district proclaimed.

‘“ 3. That stringent regulations should be made
with regard to the expeditious transit and watering
of animals conveyed on railways, and that a thorough
cleansing of ali trucks, pens, and layers, and the
proper space and ventilation of the holds of cattle-
boats, should be enforced by Government inspection.

** 6. That the wilful exposure of any animal suffer
ing ifrom such contagious discases as rinderpest,
pleuro-pncumonia, sheep from scab and glanders.
upon any highway, boat, or railway, or in any mar-
ket or fair, should be an offence punishablo with fine
or imprisonment.

“5th and 1ast. That a morg stringent inspection
of all dead meat, especially that imported from coun-
tries known to be suffering from cattle plague, should
be enforced by the Government.”
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Caxapa PorLTRY AssociatioN.—~The usual meeting
of the Canada Poultry Association will be held in
Toronto during tbe coming weok ; duo notice will be
given of the time of meeting.

Tur Hoxer Ber.—~We invitc attention to a scrics
of atticles explaining>the nature and habits of this
jnsect, from the pen of Mr. J. H. Thomas of Brooklya.
the second of which appears in the Apiary depar
ment of our present issue.
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Qgricultural Wntelligenee,

Premium Farming in Knox County,
llinois,

Tue following awards were made on field crops at
the annual meeting of the Knox County Agricultural
Society. as reported by thoe Secrctary, W, Mair :

Best 5 Acres or Seaixe Waear.—A. N. Phelps, of
Sparta. The amount raised on five acres and forty
rods, s measured, was 142 busbels and 14 pounds.
Premium, $3.

Best Cror v Uars.—A. N. Phelps, Sparta.  The
amount of oats raised on five acres and forty rods
was 441 bushels. Premium, $3.

Best Cror or Isniax Cony (1 Acrs).—-A. N.Phelps.
Spaxta, 98 bushels, 27 pounds. Jubn A. Wise, Orange.
96 bushels, 35 pounds. Mr. Phelps eatitled to the
premjum, $8.

BestCror or Inprax Cony (10 Acres).—A. N. Phelps.
avera ge per acre 98 bushels, 27 pounds. Henry Seitz
Kuox, average per acre 97 2-3 bushels. James Me-
Kissick, Salem, averago per acre 84 bushels, 30 1bs

. B. Huggins, Knox, average per acre 753 bushels.
Mr. Phelpsis entitled to the premium, whicl is Messrs.
Parlin & Orendorfs cast steel Clipper Ploigh,and $15.

_Best Cror or Inptax Corx (40 Acres)—John ..
Wiso, Orange, an average per acro-of 96 bushels, oo
pounds. The premium is $20.—Prairic Farmer.

Smithfield Club:Cattle Show.

Ir is needless to state that this annual exbibition « F
fat cattlo and other stock in England ‘brought
together asusual a notable assemblage of splendid ati
mals. The eatries in the cattle clasios were somewhat
fewer than in former years, on account of the novel
condition imposed by the exigencies .6t the rinder-
pest, that all cattlo oxhibited shonld be slaughtered
within four days after tho oxbibition closed. Not
withstanding this rule, wo sre dold, thet among 192
cattlo presont, scarcely an inferiot ‘beast could be
scen.  In addition to the show-of pure bred animals,
some interesting and instructive examples of cross ur
mixed breods were exhibited—some between the
Shortborn 'and Scotth,also beftwecn tho'the Shorthorn

“1. That, the importation of roreiﬁn stock should
be confined to cerlain ports gpecially licensed Ly

and Ayrshire were highly successful.



