ingly. After cating just five bushols of peas
cach, they were killed, and nade 1,235 1,
of as fine pork a~ I ever saw, The value of
the pigs<. betfme futtening, was estimated at
$oeach, and that amouant was offered for
them for tise Anrerican machet, then
rood.

very
Tiae peas vere worty e 1 bushel,

The acemnt woutd stand ting. @
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The Pipe Qrosbeak.

t™robilyphage cundeale, )
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i During the present winter we have heen
:!':u'um-ml by a visitor from  the north, the
“Pine Grosheak,

This hand-ote bivd has been seen in sev.
seral parts of the Peaieee in considerable
Cnumbhers, and has contributed not o little to

enfiven our woods, 1= home in the sunnoer
Cis i tne northern parts of our own continent
cnd those of Eavope wnd Asia, It gencrally

visite Canada and some of the northern

United States a0 the winter, and pretuins in
the ~pring, pas<ing Huadsou's Bay iu May.

R.
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(in the accowmpanying illustration. The ab-
s renee of coloutr in the engravnig makes the
j difference less conspicuous than in nature.
. These birds live in pine forests, feeding on
Intds of varivus kinds. aud on the sceds of
"the fir cones. Their note is sweet and clear,
and Wilson, who had one for some time in
Feaptivits, says that it would sing for a whole
Cmuraitg, and imitated several of the notes
of @ Red-bind which bung nearit. Ho des-
eribes it ws belng exceedingly  tame, and
states that it would ack for food or water
with it continuous, welancholy. anxious cry.

Another bitd, wmuch smaller in size, but
witis plumage remarkably like that of the
Girosbeak, has beea frequently seen in Cana-
da dniring the pust mild winter. The similar,
its i< o clo-¢ that they have been commonly

on’peas doc et pay. a3 the pigs and e s
are worth more thas  the pork : hut my case
was different. {1 certindy paid to taie
pigs at $5 cack wheu pue i 1o feed, an b it
certainly paid to fier them on pracsnap, at o
profit of §6 =5 each.,

.

>~ PPro ¢

From rome carefully collected and very

oxtensive notes made by Lord Spoacer on
the period of gestation of 764 cows, it resnls-
cd that the shortest period of gestation wier
a live calf was produce:l wac 220 daye, and
the longes: 315 days s but he was nat able
to rear anycalf praducedat an carlier period
tham 242 Jdavs. From the pesad? of bis expe.
rimenls it appears that 314 cows calved iwe.
fore the 236tk day, and 310 ealved after tae
2854k, 80 that theprobable peiimd of gestazion
ought to be con-idered 284 or 285 days.

aben’ nine inclec in length, and its plumnage
xunusually gay for the vexions which it in.

habiis, Cos lies L neek. and breast heine of !
~

o T It

Te

are hlack, edged with crim:

T Coorlimaf thebiaek
The female
v somewhat smaller i size, aad of much
mare somhre plumage. the prevailing colonr
Cheing slate ar grey, with o greenish yellow
i tinge tn part saking the plice of the crimson

warkings of the male. The young males
very mach resemble the feinales, so mnch so,
indeed, as not o be casily distinguisked. ex-
cept an close examination, when they will he
Pseen 1o be a littie lurzer, and to bave rather

t
Ve aud oo smeewhat hrighter in: of the

cli coanso e,

areeni<h yellow colaur, especiniiy aloag the
hack,

The male awd Sl bivds ave o prescuied

mistaken for a smaller vasiety of the same
bivd. whereas they are quite distinet, and be-
! long te a different zenus.  This smaller bird
is the Whitc-winged Crosshill (Loria lexcop-
frra), und it can at once be distaguished by
its very peculiar bill, which looks almost as
if it were a deformity, the two mandibles
crossing cach other near the tip.  This pecu-
liarity, which gives the name to the species,
is no {lusus nature. however, or freak of
nature. but a wise provision to cnable the
bird toextract more readily the sceds of fiv
coues, &c.. from the sitnations in which they
are embedded.

The White-winged Crossbill is a much
rarer bird with us thaa the Grosbeak, yet
both have been frequently seen togethor in
flocks of various sizes dnting the pres
ent winter, in several parts of the Province.




