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Do Poultry Pay ? -

Tais is a queslion concerning which mne™ may be
8aid on both sides. 1t is not often, howesar, that it
is anawered by the indisputabls logic of facty nud
figures. Usually it is met by vague impressions,
TLescsometimes array themselves on one eule and
somctimes on the ather.  We have met with people
who were quite certain poultry are profitable, and
others equally certain that they were o losing con.
cern—unecither of whom ever dreamt of heeping o bale
ance-sheet.  That entbusiastic agriculturist, Mr.J.J,
Mechi, under date of Feb., 1868, gives tho following
interesting statement on this subject, which is very
decisive in favour of poultry-keeping:—

¢ Having a conviztion that ponliry, Bke animals,
consunte according to theic weight, I tested it hy
giving to o healtby, tine ken, weighing 6 1b..as much
barley as she woulil cat. Jn gevendaysshe consumed
five half-pinte.  The very finest barley weighs 56 1.
per bushel; at that rate half a pint weighs 7 oz, s0
that tho hien consumedd 335 oz., or a trifle over 2 Ih. in
a week, having no other food.  This is a third of her
own weight weekly, A pig weighing 60 b, (live
weight), or ten tines the weight of the fowl, would
certainly consume ¢uite 20 1h. of barley per week—
or {en times a3 much as the hien; bat eee how great
is the difference in value of the tno for sale:—~Dig,
4d. per 1b. live weight; fowl, 9. to I+, pue M. live
weight—wholesale price.  Bnt when the poultry are
at large they cousume many worms and inseets, and
therefore are produced at a smaller consumption of
food than X have named. Altogether the advantage
is so great, that the whole question of producing more
poull?' is a national and important one. If by a
rauch larger supply the price were reduced one-lialf,
they would still pay as well or better than sheep.
bullocks, or pige. Of course the same principle ap-
plics for poultry as for other farm aniwals. ~There
must be good breeds, and no breeding in and in after
the ficst cross, We import 500,000,000 of foreign
eggs anaually—to our disgrace be it said. 1 is o
commonly reccived axiom ghat 56 1b. of harley will
make 8 1b. of pork netdead weight, or 5 Ib. will make
11b. live weight. Therefore & b, of harley at 14
perlb. (or average 408 per quarter) will wmake 1 10,
live weight of poultry, worth 9d. per 1b.”
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Care of Y'ou'x;g' Turkeys,

Tug first diet offered to turkey chicks ehould con-
sist of eggs, boiled hard, and finely mixed, or curd
with bread crambs and the green part of onions,
parsley, &c., chopped very small and mixed together
80 as to form a loosc, crumby paste; oat meal with a
little water may also be given. They will reyuire
water; but this should be put into a very shallow
vessel, 50 as to insure against the danger of the chicks
gelting wet.  Both the turkey hen aud her chickens
should be housed for afew days; they may then, if
the weatber be fine, be allowed a few hours’ liberty
during the day; but should a shower threaten, they
must be put immediately under shelter.  This sys-
tom must be persevered in from three o four weeks.
By this time they will have acquired considerable
streagth, and will know how to tahe care of them.
sclves. As they get older, meal and grain may be
given more freely. Tbey now begin ta search furin-
sects, and to dust their growing pluwage in the sand.
At the age of abont two months, or perbaps a little
more, the males and females begin to develop their
distinctive characteristics.

In the young males, the carunculated ekin of the
neck and tbroat, and the horn-like contracticle comb
on the forchead, assume a marked character. This
is a critical period. The system requires a 5ood sup-
ply of nutriment, and good housing at night is
cssential. Some recommend that o few graius of
cayenne pepper, or a little bruised lhemp seed he
mixed with their food. The time of danger is over,
and they become independent, and every day stronger
and more hardy. They now fare as the rest of the
flock, on good and sufticicnt food.

With reepect to the discases of the turkey, with
them as with all other pouliry, prevention is better
than cure. The most important rules are: let the
chicks never get wet, and encourage them to cat
beartily by giving a gool variety of food: yet to be-
ware of jnjuring the appetite by too much pamper-
ing. Taking a pride in them is_the great sccret of
suecess in the rearing of domestic poultry.—Ex.

County and Township Grants,

To the Iitor of Tur Caxana Fanyen:

Sz, ~In a recent number of your journal you gave
some explanations of the New Agricultural Bill, in
answer Lo the queries of o Seerelury; perhaps you
wonld be kind enough {5 explain a difficulty in the
Aot that occurs to a 'reasurer.  In section 48, sub.
seetion Ist, itisprovided (among otaer things) that
nu Towuship or Horileultural dociety shall reecive
mwre than oneyifth ot the entire grant 4o any Elce-
toral Division Soclety, Now the case is this : Town-
ship X deposits 8200, 1 $168, and C 866, and to
divide the grant (3700) in proportion to the amount
depesited, A ouglit to receive $221.05; B $142.84,and
C §56.115 but as onc.fifth of the grant is $140, no
more than that sum can be paid to any Township
Society.

Norw, the questivn is, huwv are such balances to be
disposedd of 2 Inthe above case $83.68 would be
Teft in hand, for which, as far as I sce. thero is no
provision for dividing it accor ling to Statute. I it
to be pail to the other Township Society till its
share coms up {o $110, or is the Elcctoral Division
Society trretaln and use it, or will it be a « casual
advantage ™ fir the Lenefit of the

TREASURER?

Nurt sy Fo.C, .=Tle distribution of the three-
fifths of any Llvctoral Division Socicty’s grant to the
townships in ruci division, is to be, to cacl, in pro-
puriion to the amount subscribed by its members,
ag compared with the amounts subscribed by the
o'hur tunnshipsin the Division. amd as shown by
affidavits of their respective Treasurers.

The provision objected to by * Treasurer ™ will
uot, in the case he cites, injuriously affect townships
B and C; for, with the one-fifth limitation B will
receive within $2.84, and C the full amount, of what
they wauld havereeeived if townships A and B bad
not heen subject fo such limitation, but had received
the whole amount that, in the absence of the onc.
fifth limitation, cach would have been entitled to,
viz.: 822105 and $142.84.

The Electoral Division Society, bowerer, owing to
the limitation to which townships .\ and B are sub-
jeut, will reap the casual advantage »* of the unap-
propriated sums of $53.83 and $2.81, which town-
ships -\ and B would have otherwise received. We
du not suppose that in framing the provisions this
resalt was contemplated, the intention of the limita-
tion being to prevent one or two Township Societies
obtaining o larger share of the grant than the County
Sociely. When there arc more than threc Township
Socicties in any Electoral Division, the probability is
tnat the whole of the three-fifths shave of the grant
will he appropriated by them.
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Grass in Orchards. .

_— t
Tv the Edilor of TAE CaNaps FARMER:

Sz, —It is only by discussion that truth can be
arrived af; and there is a commanication in a late
number of the Cavapa Fanyer which seems {o call
for sonie remparks, as it is quite at variance with the
doctrines Leld by the majority of Canadian
Ovchardists. I refer to the article headed * Orchard
Culture.”” Now, sir, it is almost an axivm among
us that grass is bad for frrit trees, and that the more
an orchard is cultivated the hetter the returns will
he. This opinion has heen arrived at by years of
patient experiment, anl by a carcful nc.ing of the
experience of our American Lrethrea, than whom
there are no better orchardists ia the world.

Ina note to the writer lately, the leading frait

culturist perhaps in the Dominien said: «If yen
plant plums you mmst eultivato your orchard.”
Suiely, what is good for plums cannot e bad for
apples, and when we hear advice from such o gquartes
we cwmnot hut think it safe to follow it. A conversa.
tion with an old aud experienced hortienlturist
sustained this opinion, he taking strong ground
against grass in orcharde, while an actual experi-
ment of u large orchard producing nothing while
in grass. and giving liberal returns when hroken up
{which experiment I £aw made), would go far to
convince tho most sceptical. Bat, although Islate
somo of the arguments against the plan proposed, 1
should be far from wishing to dogmatize. I should
like to have the subject thoroughly discussed, and
the facts and arguments on both sides fully eet
forth. If we can sced down our orchards as soon as
we plant them, and whilo getting o crop of hay each
year, have our trees grow and produco betler than
by cultivation, by all mcans let us know it; or, if wo
can, by letting all the grass rot or be consumed on
the orchard, produco cqusl returns, ho will be 1
public benefactor who will establisk tho fact.

May 18, 1868. HIGRON.

. S.—Is thero any good pea-cutting machine?
Ilow has Collard’s dono the past scason ? I any of
thoso who bave used it would communicato the
results of ils use through the Cavipa Fanuxn they
would oblige.

Thorn 'I;ree for ‘Hodges

To the Edilor of Tae Caxana Farxer @

Sir,—I bhave secn so many charges preferred
agaiost my old friend thie hawthorn, that I feclin-
clined to gay o word or two in its bebalf.  But first
let me say that when X1eft England to come here X
was foriy-six ycars of age, and twenty-five of thosc
forly-six years I spent very much among the hedges.
1bave planted, plashed and trimmed hedges as much,
perhaps, as any man in Canada, so that ifI do no?
know a little about the business I must be o slow
farmer indeed.  The last three charges that 1 have
scen against the thorn are by your correspondent,
“R. W.8,” Woodstock. They are the following :
First, the mice cat them; sccond, they are infected
with wood-lice; and, thirdly, they do not grow thick
at the bottom. Now, ncarly one of the first things I
wanted when I came {o the farm on which I am
now living was o thorn hedge. Ilaving scen
many young sprigs of Quick or Iawthorn in the
bush, and having observed that they had plenty of
pricklies on them. and also that they wero natives of
this country, I could sce no reason why they should
not make a good hedge.  So I gathered as much out
of the hushas planted a hedge on cach side of my
garden, Thisis seven oi cight years since. Now
for the objections of “R, W.S8.” The mice during
that time, I think, have caten about six, that is all;
but I rather think not even g0 many as that, and the
few that were caten shot out & number of young
branches below the part whoze they were eaten;so
that objection 13 not & very serious once. Perhaps
about the same number have been Infected with lice,
but they were so little injured by them that I do not
know now which they were. The last objection
would be a greatene if it were {rae; but as far as
my hedge is concerned there js no force in it at all.
For the benefit of your rcaders I will explain my

lan of making hedges grow thick at the bottom.
chen you plant the hiedge, set three roots in a foot,
not further apart than that; coverthe roots with good
so0il; lot i grow two years or summers. Tho third
spring ~ut it off, say tho last week in April, to about
an iach from tho ground. Cut it off with a sharp
knife, with an upward eut.  Be careful in 8o doing
not to Joosen the root. In the Fall, after this, trim
it down u little, not {oo much; take all the longer
branches off, whether they bo ‘frown upwards or
sideways; make it look snug and straight,  But ho
sute yo.t nind oue thing; begin feom this first (rim-
ming to furm it into thoshape of tho letter A, sharp at
top Vik » v wedge; keep it in that form {ill” you get it
o ths Beight you want it.  One thing more; kee? it
clean ¢ weeds, and you will have a hedge thick
caongi at the houom. Ifany one doubts the truth
of what I say, they can have an ocular demonstra-
tion i they will visitmy farm.

STEPHEN NICHOLSON
Sylvan.




