
THE CHISTIAN.

THE "REV." MR. SLEEP.
We regret that a sense of duty requires us to bring this gentlenzitl's

naine before the public. Private offences and personal injuries cail
for an application of the Saviouir's rule-" go and tell hii his fault
btween thce and him alone." Neither of us, owever, nny consider
our relatioaship to bc that whielh the Saviour recotghnizes in his iistruc-
tions, and consequently the coimiand not applicable to us. This, at
all events, is the case with ourself, and, therefore, claun as a right the'
privilege of canvassmng the conduct of publie mien, and tieir mensures
so far as they are concerned with the cause we plead.

This gentleman preaches occasionally in the western part of Corn-
wallis. By somte means several îîunmbers of" The Christian" gotlï.to the
lands of au indinidual-a niçinber of h!4 flock. The ninth nuniber
of the first volume prctty nearly made a finish of this person's founda-
tion for spriikling and pourimg, and the article in the firsi number of
the second volume, ou heing " born of water and Spirit," caused hin
seriously to inqire whether he had indeed ever experienced the
washing of regeneration and the renewmug of the IIoly Spirit. The
doubts in his iiniiid laving arisen to stcli a lieiglit that lie called to his
aid Mr. Sleep. Thte nuiber contaiiuîg the last mentioned article was
put into his hands. Thte nîext Lord's day le preached on the subject.
Tihe person who comimumncated the above information did not distinct
Iy say what construction lie put on our Lord's words; but lie said Mr.
Sleep very roundly asserted that becg born of water did not refer to
immersion or baptisn in awy wy ! After lie had dismissed his con-
gregation lie callcd sone friends aiound hini, and witl " The Christian"
in his hand, gave them his reasons for speaking on the subject which had
been laid befbre tliem. le then read the article to which we refer,
and also several pages of nanuscript nheb hlie bad prepared as a reply
to or criticisi on the sanie. IIe also told bis learers that lhe should
furuish the editor of " The Christian" with the article for publication.

Durinîg our late visit to Nova Scotia, this intelligence was commun-
niicated with the inquiry, wiy the article liad not appeared inI " The
Clristian." We, ther-fore, embrace this opportunity to say that nothing
of the kind lias yet been recciveid. If our imformant gave us correct
information, the gent lenaui's iledIge is yet uiredeemîed.

Mr. Sleep's plan woild, perhaps, hlie been well for himself and
cause, lad we iever lard of it ; for then the people would be left with
this impression, "the editor of' Ti.e Chrstia' lias declared to the world
that h is ready and wlling to discues on lis pages all subjects con-
nected with lis faith and practice ; and here is a point whicht he de-
clarrs lic coniders of the greatest muportance, and yet is uimvulling to
publishs Mr. S!crp's article, or even to mîforn lus readers that such a
cominiincation had been reccived P"

If this gentliman wvill attetempt to oppose that article, we shall show
lim fliat lie is not only opposed to his leader, the " Vencrable Wesley,"
buîst also to the word of God, and nearly ail the commentators of note
who have written on the suljct. EmIToR.
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