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was & problem replete with great difficalties. I may be perthitted
here to antici -ate a little und relate a conversatisn on that subject
which [ had with a well kpown British character, namely Sir Ro-
bert He-ies. That gentleman held a distinguished rauk in'the
Mercnuiile world, both av a Merchant and a Bauker, As such
his lettern of credit and of introdaction were equally attended to,
and honored in suy town on the Conticent, wherein British trade
(and where it hud not ?) found access. He had Branches in seversl
Cities, andamo g3t the rest in Paris, where he often resorted, snd
where lie ut lust revolved to reside, and on Ms apphication for letters
of natu-ulization, he not only obtaiaed them, but also, as haviug
had t*.¢ nonor of Knighthood conferred on him by his Sovereign
George 111, he was admitted us one of the Nobility of France.

It was then us one of that class that, en being summoned to
meet, 1.1 arder to chase the Blectors' who were to name the Repre-
sentatives of the Noble cust, in the thew convened Geuerul Stiites,
1 me Si: Robert at the section of Petits Peres, in the Place des
Victoires in which we had both our residence, Some money transe
actions | had hud with him in England, sod having then feceived
some civilities fom him, naturally led me to enter itito conversa.
tion with him on the subject of our meeting, and amongst other
t opics | exjiressed the wish of seeing the British Constitution in-
traduced in France,  British Merchants of that class are very well
known aot to be limitted, in point ot knowledye, within the pales of
their couuters, and ou the coutrary to be conversant in the highest
branches of political economy; and such he showed himself by his
repls. ¢ As a Brtish subject by birth,” ssid he, * I can but.be
proud of the superexcelleuce of the Constitution of my native
country aud certuinly, were it possible I wish that 1t conld be in-
tiaduced in every Country. But that pesibility is insdmissible,
especiatly wio Frauce, There are two insurmountable difficulties
peculiar 1o this Conatry: the one arising from the very locality ;
the othe- a:uising from the Nationa: charecter of the French., As
to the lovalit , the distances from the extretsities of the Kingdom
to the seat of - our Pa huwment, which natureily would be Paris or
Versuillex, would certaiuly prevent men of business from courting
or even lee'tpting the honor of being your Representudives; that



