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Cuarrar v.~—If God, for the honor of his Religion,
wrought such wonders, asthose detailed in this chapter,
by the mece presence of the Atk, is it unscripturel, or
absurd with Catholics to believa that he may still, whan
tic pleases, work such wonders with sacred things, sp-
pestainiog to his church aod worship? Where, in all
scripture, do Protestants read that he will not, or can-
not?

Chapter vi, verse 19,~—¢ But he slew of the men of
Bethsames, because they had seen the ark of the Lord.”
“That is, because they had luoked into it with irreverent
‘curiosity. ‘The number of theslain is supposed by the
learned 1o have been, by & mistake ol the copiers, set
down:much greater than in the original text. From
the whole context, we clearly see with what respect
God, requires every thing appertaining to his worabip
to be kept by his creatuses.

The golden fwmoges also of the mice and emeroids,
vlaced in the Ark by the Philistines, wero not condemn-
ed nor rejecied by the Deity 3 but were suffered to re-
main in it as & trophy and wemorandum of his might,
acknowledged even by his encies.

Chapier vii, verse 6.—Iere again we find the people
of God {astng in order to uppense his wrath,

Chapter viii, verse 7.—Iejected, §c. The govern-
ment of {srael had hitkerto Leea a Z%heocracy, s which
God hitsel immedintely suled by laws which he had
enact:4,15d byJudges extraordinasily raised up by Lim-
self; and therefure he complains that bis people rejected
him, in desining a chiange of Governnient D, B..

Chapter ix, verse 12.—A Sacrifice. The law did
not allow of sacrilices in any o:her place, but at the ta-
bernucle or temple, in which the Ark of the Covenant
was kept.  Samecl, however, by divine dispensation,
uifered up sacnfices in other places, for which dispensas

ton this reason may be ailedged, that the house of God
in Silo having lostthe Ark, was now castoff, us & figure
uf the reprobation of the Jews. Psulm, Ixxvii, 60,67,
Aud in Cariathiarim, where the Atk was, there was
neither tabernacle nor aliar.  D. B.
- Wid.—"T%e kigh place, Excersust.  The Execlsu, or
high places, so olten mentioned w scripture, were places
©of worship in which were aliars for sacrifice.  These
were suteiimes empioyed in 1l service of the true God,
as in the present cuse 5 but more frequetnly in the ser.

monly (though perhaps not eo accuratoly) rendered
high hills: not because they were always on hills'; for
the very worst of all such, which was that of Zupeth, or
Gehennem (Jer. xix) was in a valley, but because of
the high altars and pillars, or monuments erected there,
on which were set up the jdole or images of their Dei-
lies.

Chapter x.—In this chapter wo admiro Samuel’s fores
kuowledge of what depended on the freo will of the indi-
viduals, whoso speech and actions the prophet foretells
to Saul. And if such may be-the knowledge. laspired
of the just here on earth, what must b tho knowledge
revenled of the saints in heaven ?

Verse 3.—* Three men going up to God to Bethel;
one carrying three kids, and another three loaves of
bread, and another carrying a boitle of wine.” The
same allusion is here found, us in Anpa’s offerings, to
the Jewish and Christian ; or the bloody dnd unbloody
sacrifices.

Verse ix.—*"God gave unto him another heart."—
The heart of man is in the hands of God, who, twithout
forcing the will, can turn it to w hatever good he pleases. |

Verse 25.—¢ And Samuel told the people the law of the
Kingdom, and wrote it in a book, und laid it up before
the Lord.” T'his is anuther purtion of the holy Scrips
ture which is lost.

Chapter xii, verse 11.—Jerobaal and DBedan, were
Gideon and Sampson; calfed here Ba-Dan, becavse he
was of the tribe of Dan. D.B.

Verse 10.— Wheat Harvest. At which time of the
year it never thunders or rains i those countries.—1b.

“And you shail know and sce that you yourselves
heve done a great evil in the sight of the Lord, in desi-
ring'a king over you.”” Because they preferred a fel-
low mortal for their supreme ruler, before God humself:
whereas, suid Samucl to them, the Lourd your God, was
your Hing.—V. 12,

Chapter xiii, v. 1.—Saul was a child of one year:
that is, he was good a_nd innocent, like o child of one
year: and he continued such for tno years. D. B,

Yerse 13.—Saul’s dread of the enemics, and distrust
in the Lord, made hum venture 1o offer up sacrifice in
the absence of Ged’s Pontift, Samuel, foclishly presum.
ing that he could propitiate the Deity by an act done
againgt his ordinance ; and therefore was he 1ejected.

Chopter xiv, 4%.—Jonathan was taken. 3 hough
Jonathan was excused from s, through igaorance of
the prohibition ; vet God was pleased on this occasivn
to let the lot fall upon him, to shew unto all, the great
obligation of obedience to parents and princes.~—D. B,
Jonathan, besides, was in this instance a strking cm-
blem of the Saviour, whom, though mnocent, lis heav-

ealy faihier had doomed to death, by the incurring of
which doom, he had rouied the cnemy, and saved )"Si
feople. 1

Chapter xv, 3.—Slay both man aad weman, clhld|
and suckling, The great masies of L and death, (who:

cuts off one hall' ol mankind whilst they are culdren, ),
hus been pleased sometimes to ordain that children
should be put to the ‘sword, in detestation of she crimcs‘
of their pavents ; (lur he visits, as he declares, the sias
of the paren s upon the chiidren, to several gencrations );
and that tley might nut tive 1o fuilow the same wicked!

ways. But without such evident ordinence of God, it isi
not allowahle in any wars, fow just seever to kill child- !
ren, . U.

Verso 22.—¢ Aud Samuel said ¢ Doth the Lord de-!

viee of Idols, and were called Eaxcelsaq whick 13 come

sire llolucausts nad victuns; and net rather tht the

vo'ce of the Lord should be oleyed 7 For oledience is
better than sacrifice ; and to lcarken, rather than to
offer the fut of ramns. [Verse 23.].~Because it is like
tho sin of witcheraft to rebel ; and like the crime of
idolatry to refuse to obuy. Foras much itherefore as
thou hast rejected the word of the Lord ; the Lord biath
also rejected thee,” &c.

Yet Saul. believed in the Lord, and sought to honor
him_;. though.in his own way,and contrary to the Lord’s
injunctivn. Ilow then can those be excuscd, who break-
ing from the unity of the church, and thus rending the
externul of- God's worship, as Saul did the Frophet's
garment—verse 27, 28—venture to set up an unbidden,
nay, a forbidden way of their own of honoring Gad, as
all schismatics and heretics do ; rejeétir 7 the word of’
the Lord, spoken to them by -his chosen urgans ; the
pastorsof his universal church,whom he commnads us 1o

hear and obey, us if they wese himsel( addressing them.
—Luke x, 16. '

T'his sin of thus repelling agaiust the lawful authority
is declared by Bamuel to be like the sin of witckeraft ;
and their disobedieuce, hke the crime of idvlatry; be-
cause in both they turn away. from God; in the one
case, to scek help fram the Devil, since refused by God;
and, in the other, to worship the adversary, since their
offerings, like those of Saul, are made in contradiction
to God’s precepts, and in defiance of his prolibitory
mandate,

Chapter xvi, 14.—**And the spirit of the Lord de.
parled from Saul; and nn evil spirit from the Lord
troubled him.” In Saul is fouad the emblem of the Jew-
tsh, in Duvid that of our Suvioar’s Suvereign junisdie-
tion. On their Snviou.'s appearance, us their_sppoint-
ed stccessor, in authority, an evil spirit is nllowed by
God tv trouble the dewish rulers as it had done Saul,
their prototype, inciing them 1o make away with the
chosen descendant of Isai, the Bethlehemute, 1n the vam
hope of thug preserving their own tempural conscquence
and dominion. *What do we, (said-they) for this man
docth many miracles 7 il' we let him alenc so, all wili
belleve in him; and the Romans will come and 1ake
away our place and natien.”’—Juhn x1,47, 45.  In this
they spoke prophetically true s for ihe Romaus did come
and take away their place and natiun, and succeeded v
all the spiritual rights and jurisdiction of the synagogue,
which it had deliberately mude over with it promised
und long looked for Messiah to the Romans in the pers
son of their representative Pontius Pilate : and those
Romans after unconsciously avenging Messtal’s wrongs,
destroying the Jewish city and templ:, and scattening all
over the world the sclf-anathamatized remnant of v do
icidal race, became thie shosen people of the predicied
Saviour, whose church among the Gemtiles, no longer
confined to one particular nation, but embracing all, is
therefore styled Cathkolic, or umversal, xnd Ronan,
from its earliest origin ; Rome hating bscome the Je-
rusalem of the Gentles,~n!l which change was tmust
clearly forotold by the prophets, und purticularly by
Maiachy, the last of their number.—Ch. i, 11.

Verse 20.—*Aad Jsai o0k an Ass hdea with bread
and u bottle of wine, and a kid of tho flock; and sent
them by the hand of David bis sun, to Saal.™  The ass
bore that dread, ur him, who called himsell the Leng
bread 1wwhich came dvwn from heaven, on his solema en-
try into Jerusalem. 1t was then, by the hend of the
real David, brought to Saul whom the cvil spirit was
troubling ut the ume ; that is ol the Jewish authorities
whom tite Jevil was then iasugating to put the Christ
1o death,  The batile of teine tegethes wath 1he breod,
indicated Messials sacrifice, in which Aaron's repre-
sented by the [ad, found its emire fulfilment.

Verse 23.—Nothing cauld free Saul from the evil
spirit, but the sound of David's harp; and notling can
scare away the troubling spiritol sin Itom Jew o- Gen-
e, but the harmenious sounds of the Saviour’s pTecepts
and ductrine,



