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10 THE BLESSED VIRGIN.

|

d there shall come forth avod out of the rsol of Jesse; and a
E'A}omr shall rise u{;‘out of s rovt: and the Spirit of the
} “Zard skall rest upon him.—lsanas xi, 1, 2.

Sweet flow’s, the fairest cver blown
In Sharon’s Jovely vale 3

Whose balmy fragrance wide diffus’d,
Perfumes the walting gale!

By sacred Sion’s sunted bards,
In strain prophetic sung,

Atlength from Jesse’s royal root,
All pure and spotless sprung.

The hea'r'ns, to nurso thy growing stem,
3 Distill'd cheir brightest dew ;
And hov’ring o'er thine hallow'd top,
Th* ethereal spirit flew.
i Not Eden, in her blooming haunts,
With all her flow’ss so fair,
Could boast a flow’r so choice as thine,
For worth and beauty rare.

ITwas she, the stem from Jessa's voot,
God’s virgin mother sprung ;

And he the flow’r, her son divine,
By all the Prophet’s sung.

On hiw, in Jordan’s stream baptiz’d,
Descend’s the mystic dove ;

And loud his son belov’d the sire,
Proclaims him from above.
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BEBRAHAM CALLED.—SARAH'S CHASTITY
8§ PROTECTED.—THE SERPENT AND #EL-
g CdISADEC.—Gewesis ch, xii—ch. xiv. 18,

™% Igorder to presorve the human race from being wholly
B ept away 1o destruction by the growing delugs of vice
8nd infidolity 5 and that ho migh* shew forth, in tho ful-
plitment of his promiges, the excess of his morey zad love
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to thuse who should correspond with his grace by their
duntul endeavours, in all thiogs to please him, tho
Deuty calls forh Abraham trom his kindred and countrys
deigns himsolf to become Lis guide and protecior, and
forctells the conntless millions that would spring from
him, and that in his sced ¢ all the nations of the earth
would be blessed.” Lhus, ko the just Noal, was
Abralium chiosen to be the father of u rescued progeny ;
worshippers of the one true God, and tho faithiul de-
positnries of his law and revealed truths; till he,
descended of tis family, the promised Saviour should
appear ; who is to regencrate and unite in the bonds of
spiritual Kindred all the pations of tho earth with his
posterity.

Yet, though in this life God is the guide of the just,
as he wus of Abraham ; he invariably leads them, like
strangers iu this world, through trals and difficulties;
that by their patience and perfect relinnce on his fatherly
care. they may prove themselves worthy of his promis-
ed favours. This Abraham always did, without mur-
muring, diffidence or despondence, and thereforo did
God protect and prosper lum in all his wanderings in
the midst of strangers; avd preserved, when exposed
to risk, the chastity of his spouse, the beloved and beau-
teous Sarsh; the destined mother of the promised
progem.

In this appears the wutchful care which the Saviour
has over his church among the Gentiles; for, according
to Saint Paul, GaL. iv.24; thoe long barren Sarah
was the prototype of the Saviour’s church. It was of
this spiritual Sarah, the Saviour’s spouse, that the same
Apostle spoaks as follows : *s Christ, says he, has so
loved his church, as 1o deliver himself up for her, that
he might sanctify her, cleansing her by the laver of
water in the word of life; that he might present her to
himself a glorivus church; not having spat nor wrinkle,
nor any such thing; but that she nught be holy and
without blemish ;¥ Ernes.v. 26. It is to her that the
beloved in the Canticle of Canticles, exclaims, * thou
arf all fair, O my love, and there isno spot in thec ;"
Caxr.iv. 7. Of her unity and perfection ; her surpass-
ing beauty, like Sarah’s, her bright, universal visibility,
and her all-subduing power, the beloved speaks in the
same place in the following mystical terms § ¢ My dove
is one ; my perfect one is one : Sheis the only one of
her mother 3 (the Jewish synagogue) ¢ the chosen of
her who bore her. The daughters™ (the churches, her
own genuine offspring in every place) *¢ saw her, and
declared her most blessed. The queehs and concubines,”
$the ruling puwers of the carth; and even the false and
ornicating seetarios,) **and they praised her. Who is
she that cometh forth as the mowming rising 3 fairas the
moon ; bright as the sun; terrible as an army in battle
array ¥’ ib. ch, vi. 8, &c. “Under the apple trec 1
raised thee up ; there thy mother was corrupted ; there
sho was deflowered, who bore thee;” 8. ch. viii. 5.—
That is, under the tree of the cross, the tree, not of
kaowledge unduly sought, but of faith in God’s word ;
there the Jewish synagogue, the mother of the Christian
chur%b, haviog filled up the measure of her iniquity by
putting the Saviour to death ; was deflowered & cast off;
and her doughter was raised up, the Christian church
among the Gentiles, as the Saviour had foretold ; **when
I am cxalted from the carth,” said he, *I will draw-all
things to myself'; Jou~ xii. 32 ; thatis, all the nations
hitherto separated from him by infidelity. To this same
mystery the Saviour alluded in his speech with Nicode-
mus ; pointing out to him tho figurativo meaning of the
bmzen serpent raiscd up at God's command by Moses
in the wilderncss ; Nusn. xxi. ¢ As Moses,” said he,
¢« lifted up the serpentin the desert, so must the Son of
man bo Jifted up ; that whosoever believeth in him may
pot perish, but may have life everlasting 3” Joun iit.
14. 15.

Having touched upon this most remarkable figure of

tho Latin word (Bvum, a duration:of life; and the words
Co-cval, living at the samo time ; primaval,living befogg. ..
The serpent thercfore is tho sign of lie; and, in tie
Egyptian hieroglyphics, "is“understood to denote life in
all its varietics, according to itg various positions. On
this account has the serpent always been the emblem of
the medical art, the sign of  the physician, who is the
preserver of life, in so much thot our physicians in
the army and navy wear, us their distinctive badge, the
snake round their buttons. Lsculapius, an Egyptian
physician, was distinguished by this sign; and worship-
ped by the Greeks and other nations ignorant of tho
original moaning of this emblem, as the God § and his
daughter Hygela, who prepared his drugs, as the God-
dess of medictne.  She is therefore exhibited in mytho-
logical representations as holding & cup in her hand, out
of which a serpent is seen drinking; to signily, if you
drink my drug, you will have Iife ; or a serpent issuing
out of her cup ; to indicate hnviu%dmiued my cup, you
have life. Now JesusChrist says,**l nn the way,the truth
and the life ; Joux xiv.6. Ae God.he is the life ; the ever
self-existing being 3 *I am who am,” said God to
Moses ; Exon. iit 14. From him (who is of himself,)
all things that are, derive their existence. He is there-
fore the author, presesver, and restorer of life. Ceuld
any figure theu so appropriately represent him dead upon
the cross, as the ing limate brazon serpent did upon tie
tree! Thelife itself dead in his essumed humanity, to
preserve from death his sinful, bat repenting peeple.; to
preserve them from death oternsl,coused by the stigs of
the fiery serpents, by life eternal, 28 man dead upon-the
tree of the cross, to whom, (their redemption being thus
accomplished,) they are bidden to look up for salvation
¢ by whose wounds we are healed ;” Isarau liii.

The davil, who wes allowed for-God’s purpose to as-
sume the sorpent’s form, wwhen ho tempted our first
mother Eve in Paradise ; was the false serpent; as ho
promised Zife to man against-God’s threat 5 but gave him
deatk ; where: s Jesus Christ is tAe {rue serpent, who, by
suffering death, gave men life. Thu strength of the
fiend’s temptation seems to have coosisted in this, that
Eve knowing the serpent to hz only a brute reptile un-
endowed with speech and resson 3 must therefore have
wondered how it could speak to heras a rational being 3
and, though she should have turned with horror from
the tempter oo heanng him give the lie to God, {like all -
who question ofGod’s truths revealed whate'er they cannot
comprehend 3) she stopped to ponder how such a change
had taken place in the reptile, zo addressing her ; and,
following up, sgawst the.word of God, her-own guiltily
doubting conjectures, she "naturally emough imagued
that it had become rationat by eating, ss it -may have
done before her, of the forbidden frait.  Hence, reason-
ing on this falso conceplion, she must have concluded
that, as the serpent by esting of thet fruit, of an isration-
al creature had become ratioual ; she and her husbaud,
who were rational beings, would, es the terapter affirmed,
tgot die, but becomo as guds knowing good and evil 3’
Gex. iii. 4, 5. In this wo are shewn from th& begin-
ning the danger of reasonivg against the word of God,
when duly revealed, however much it may surpsass out
understonding ; which the Apostle tells us, ¢ must be
brought into captivily, in obedience to Chuist ; 24 Coxr,
X. 8.

The hieroglyphical sign’of the Saviour’s :ath upon
the cross 3 the brazen serpent hung upon the .ree; was
the first crUCIFIX 3 & wonder working image 3 since all
who looked upon it wete cured of the bites of the fiery
serpents 3 Numb. xxi. 9 o figure most abhorred by-the
false serpent and his brood, as the instrument of his dis-
comfiture ; the weapon,with which the God-mean aveng-
cd the wrongs done to wankind upon the mischief
maker’s head ; the Savioget's ever glorious trophy, and
sign of triumph, which shall'be borne before him by the
ungels, when he descends at the- last day to judge the

the Saviour’s crucifixion, a fow more explanatory ob-
servatious are required to show the exactness of its ful-
filment. And first, it is necessarv to know that the
name of tho sorpent in Hebrew is &Eve or Heve, which
sigaifies Life. And, indeed, from this root is derived

wotld. 1t is the mystieal letter TRau or T, sigaifying
in the Helrew the sigsi ; namelyjof the Son of man ; the
sign that saves from destruction those, on whose fores
hoads it is marked ; EzecH. ix, 63 as itisio the church
of Christ on the foreheads of all who are baptized sa
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