
3ot TE 04NADIN 10RAFTSMAN.

resent 1 charge. -The =nan, wli
travels Iroma place to place,, and from
Lodgo te Lodge, under the guise. of
Masonry aind. solicits aid from Lodge
or member, without any definite plan
or intent of repaying, is, in point of
fact, no more of an imposter than he
who ernirclies the goed naine of a
Ibrother Masen, from, no higlier mo-
tive than envy, suspicion or distrust.
Beyond a doubt, rnany a brother
speaks disparagingly cf another with-
out any intent te injuare hima in husi-
iness or reputation; but such a course
gives encouragement te the malicicus
and nngeneroud, and te those who
would prey upon the goed name cf
the realty worthy-inpcsture, there-
fore, is net praetised solely by design,
but sornetirnes by neglect. It is an
impeeition, tee, and one wiich aboula
not be tolerated, for Masons te mis .
read their farnilies as te any of the
dluties or obligations cf t1le Craft,
proper for the profane te know, ana
surely ne worse delusion or trick can
ho played upen a wife than for a. bus-
band to assert that, in case cf death
te, him, the Msosns will look after his
widow, and secure ber from want.
This sort cf imposition should neyer
ho, practised even by inuendo; show
1the wife the nature cf the bond, that
she May See te wvbat extcnt, ne
further, she can claim. Let ber see
biow absurd rnust be the preliminary
deolaration, by her husband, that lie
.bas souglit the privileges cf Masonry
thirough "Ia sincere ifisli te be ser-
-viceable te bis fellow-creatures" if he
teaches lier forthwith te hold out lier
bands in dernand. Sucb, liowever,
is, the nature cf the contract that, i
poverty and decay comes-especially
if they corne in spite cf the prudent
aaid careful efforts of a brother-bis
ividow and children bave a riglit te
expect sympathy and relief, -as far as
lies in a brother's power, without in-
jury te limiself or faniily. Net te
afford this is-a forni cf imposition that
"fils the lieart with pain,"

",Andl maketh eve n the littie child
In bitterneas cdmplain."

Masens know full well haw~ fre-
quent-and how pressing, toc--are
the cails for cliarity, from. within the
limita cf their ewn Lodge circle; and
they know, quite as well, how con-
stant And persistent are the many
which cerne from witliout. These
latter demands are pressed se skilfal-
ly, that their success frequently con.-
feunds the former, pushes, the henest
clairnant asîde, and leaves lier te the
pain cf a bitter disappeintment. It is
net unfrequently that notices, ini print
or by letter are sent te Masonie centres,
warning the brotberliood against
A.B., whù bas been impeeing upon
the Oraft, in a certain section) by
frauduIent representatiens cf bis dire
necessity and bis unirnpaired Masonic
standing. 'To delay, under sucli cir-
cumstances, seems unjust.--even cruel,
ilie coveted aid is given, and fraud
progresses, until ohaecked by tbe dis-
covery cf bis true, character, and thon
lie is posted as an impester. \Voren
bave occasionally played the role cf a
Mason's widew so shlfully-adding,
at times, one or more orplian cl-
dren te their presentrents- that
Oharity Committees bave corne te re-
gard sncb applicants, if personally un-
known, witb immediate distrust.
Thus it cernes te pass that success-
fui knavery May semetirnes Ca-use the
doors cf charity te be closed against
the really worthy. But everi th~e
worthy may become impostors in Na-
sonry, without intending for a mo-
ment te fill such a character. I1f it
ho granted tliat Masonry is founded
upon the principles cf universai phil-
anthropy and benevolence, it must
aise he granted that every stop taken
in it is te be snstained by industry.
The maimed cannot be adraitted, for
tlie general reason that Masons sboula
be self-supporting, and net a charge
upon the fraternity. Thehevo
lence cf the institution, however,
recegnizes ihe fact cf peverty, in con-
sequence cf age or de3ay, and aise,
because cf widowbood and ornhan-
age; but, in -justice te al, it -aise ex,
peots. tbat ail who 'cerne witbin its
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