192 Quebec.

Corner Stone ot the Magnificent Town Hall proposed to be erected in their prospe-
rous and bearutiful Village, I summoned an Emergent Communication of Grand Lodge
on Thursday, the 27th day of July, for the purpose of performing that interesting
ceremony in sccordance with the ancient customs of our Fraternity, The officers
and Brethren responded in large numbers. The day was favorable, and the concourse
of spectators from the surroumlmg country and from different parts of the Province
was large. The ofticials and people-6f the vicinity were unbounded in therr hospita-~
lity, :md the excercises appear to have given ffcncml satisfaction.

This event will not be without historic interest as being the first of its kind under
the auspices of the Grand Lodge of Quebec.

The report of the ceremony, if minted in the Proceedings of Grand Lodge, may be
useful for the future.

OFFICIAL VISITATONS.

Shortly after the last annual communication, a happy combination of circumstances-
enabled me to visit the ¢ity of Quebec, for the purpose of installivg and investing the
officers of Gravd Lodge resident t}u.re I need hardly say to you that the ]5rcthr<.n
of the Ancient Capitol were, as usual, most kind and courteous. It was an occasion
long to be remembered for many rcusons, but especially as affording a much-desired
opportumty of uniiing with the Brethren of that city in_doing deserved honor to the
highly esteemed eNicientand Grand Lodge officers in that Distr] ict. But I nced notassure
you how much our P D G M, R W BroJ 5 Bowen (who during the past year had
removed from the city of Quebee to the city of Brooklyn, N. Y.) was misscd on that
occasion, as hie has been in all the deliberations of Grand Lodge.

Early in the Summer, I had the pleasure of formally constituting La Loge des Carurs
Unis in this city, to which Grand Lodge granted a Warrant of (,onsmutlon at last
communi ition. Being obliged to lc.uc Lowever, before the close of the ceremony,
the work was well completcd by the co-opcmtlon of several Grand Lodge officers:
present. I have reason tn believe that this “Lodge is doing a good work, and will, I
trust, prove = lasting honor to this Grand Lodge “and to the fraternity in gcnpml

It also afiorded me much satisfaction to be able to accept the repeated hearty invi-
tation of the Ofticers and Brethren of Corner Stone Lodge at Cowansville, about mid-
summer, and witness the presentation of several valuable donations to the Lodge, by
its eflicient master, and other zealous Brethren,—and it was also a great pleasure te-
nieet there so many of the Grand Lodge Officers of the Montreal and Bedford Dis-
tricts, and the officers and other members of various Lodges in the vicinity. The
hospitality of the Lodge was most generous, und all present scenied to enjoy them-
selves In 2 becoming manner.

My informal visits to dlontreal have been frequent and of the most pleasant char-
acter, and you need not be told that our Brethren here, Masonically and otherwise,
ever prove “themselves w orthy of the metropolitan city of the Dominion.

It has been {0 me a source of deep regret, that I have not been able to make more
numerous official visits, in all parts of our jurisdiction ; but the numerous duties de-
volving upon me in the guidance and direction of G. L. affairs, required my almost
constant presence at home, that no opportunity for promoting its welfarc might be
neglected, and that no important correspondence from home or abroad might remain
]on" unanswered, The brethren will, therefore, kindly exercise due ferbl..zmncc and
overlook tlsese :nd other shoﬂcomings.

GRAND LODGEZ OF BELGIUM.

A communication has been received from the Grand Orient of Belginm requesting
the establishment of fruternal intercourse between that Grand Body and the Grang
LOd"‘L of Quebec,

Having reason to believe that the Royal Grand 2aster of that Grand Orient ha$
caused to bu cnforced in all Lodges w! ithin hir jurisdiction a strict adherence to the
ancient landmarks of the Fraternity in eschewing all interference in religious scetar—
janism and party politics, and is otherwise nmking that Grand Body worthy of uni-
versal recognition and fraternal fellowship, 1 hiave no hesitation in saying to Grand
Lodge, that it is my hopeand expectation that full inquiry into all the circumstances
will lead to the establishment at an early day, of fraternal mter( ourse belween and
the interchange of representatives with the Grand Oricnt of i Lelgium, aud thus help.
to strengthen “the ties which should bind America and Europe more closz,ly together,
and so aid in the cstablishment ot peace on carth and good will among men.
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