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General trade has teen mateniahy affected
ny the fate sprag. Business 1 many sections
has been almost suspended because of the
almost impassable conditson ot the 1oads, and
there s not Bikely to bz any great acuvey ull
navigation opens.

Wheat.

The wheat situation continues to arousc
the interest of the speculative clement, and
the conthition of the crop is still the absorbing
topic. 11 1s anly dunng the past week or ten
days that we have had any weather favorable
to winter wheat. .\ year apo the winter
wheat crop of the United  States was estim.
ated at 350,000,000 bushels, grown on 23,-
so0,00u acres.  Last fal’s sowing has been
uitaally edtimated at 29,930,000 acres, an
mcteasc of 16 per cent.  Were the outcome
»f the crup this season to mainain the same
tatio as last yeat s it would mean an increase
ot abowt 10,000,000 bushels 0 production,
On this pent the Cincennatr Price Current
ays: “Bat it is safe to assume that such
results will nut be reached, and that instzad
f the gain in area praving to more than
ialance the luwering 1a condition there will
we lact b a latge shuntage in cumpanison with
last year's praduction of wan ee wheat, which
in wur upinion is likely to be not less than 10
pet cent.”

The Liverpool matket advanced some at
the end of the week and all round theze was
a tumer fecling. The marker on this side
has experienced some sharp advances and ze-
verses, owing to the speculation on the crop
.u.bowk, The panic a1 New Yourk a week ago
had consideralile cffect on the wheat market
and it is probable that prices would have bicen
higher had it not occurred. The visible
wpply of wheatand H wr and wheat ia transit
to Europe from the United States and Can-
ada is ¢qual to 66,111,500 bushels as apainst
69,556,000 bushels a year age.  Theie is still
an unscttled tone to the matket at Montreal
with yjuotations 6S to 69c. f.o.L. at country
points west,  There scems to be alittle betier
cnquity for wheat hete owing to the advances
clsewhere.  Holders are asking 70c. for 1ed
and white west with millers bidding 6Sc.
Goosc is quoted at 65 to 66c. nosth and west,
and No. 1 Manitoba hard Soc. and No. 1
notthern at 77¢. Toronto. On the loeal
market red and white brings 70c!<., spring fife
69¢. and goose 65 to 654 c. per bushel,
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Oats and Barley

The English oat market is firmer and high-
er. Thete has been a decided improvement
in the demand for oats at Montreal and as
high as 31 to 313c. middle freights has been
paid. At present it would scem as if we
were going to have higher prices. The mar.
ket hercis firmer at 30 to 3tc. north and
west, On the local market oats fetch from 363
to 37¢. per bhush.

Barley is quict at Montreal and prices here
are merely nominal at about 42¢. west.

Peoas and Corn,

The Fnglich market hasbeen dull with the
demand checked by too high prices. There
is a quict but steady fecling at Montreal and
quotations are 72 to 73¢. in store and 734 to
7534c. afloat.  Peas are steady here at 62 to

3¢. north and west. These arealso the'ruling
prices on the local farmers’ market.

Corn at Montrcal is quiet at 43 10 44c. for
No. 2 Anerican mixed.  American bnngs 4t
10 42¢. on track here.

Bran and 8horts.

The market for these keeps fitm owing to
the late spring and the demand from farmers
for feced. Ontario bran is quoted at Montreal
at $15.75 to $16.30 and shorts at 8§17 10$18.-
30 per ton.  City mills here sell bran at $14.
50 and shorts at $15.50 in car lots f.o.b.
‘Toronto.

Ciover and Timothy Seede.

These has been more doing 1 these at
Montieal, where quolations are : Untario
timothy, $1.75 to $2: American, $1.25 to
$1.50 ;" 1ed clover, $3.7510 $4.50 and Alnike,
$3.50 to $3 50 per bushel.  The deliveries
ot 1ed cluver heie have not been large and
the market has somewhat improved.  Loscal
dealers quote $3t0 33.25 for red clover | $2
to 34 for Alsike and St to S1.50 per bushel
for umothy at outside points.

Eggzs and Poultry.

The Enplish markels for egps are casier
owing to large recapts from lreiand.  ahe
Monireal marke: 1s quiet and lower by 3 to
3¢. than a week ago, sales belng madeat from
1210 17¢.  Therc is reported to be consider-
able epgs stored here. They scem to be
plentiful now and easier at 12to 12%x¢. whole-
sale. On the retail market they feich about
15¢. per dozen.

Fresh killed poultry keeps firmv at Mon-
treal. The matket here is quietat 11 to t3c
for turkeys and 6 to 7c. per Ib. tor geese, and
40to joc. for chickens, and 30 to 75c. per
pair for ducks.

Potatoes.

The Montreal market is quict at 6S to Foc.
per bag on track. The market here s also
quict at from 75 to Soc. for cars on track and
9oc. out of store.  They fetch from 75 to S5c.
per bap on the local farmess’ market.

Frult.

Apples are quict but firm at Montreal at S3
to $5 per barrel, They bring from $2.50 to
S$4 per bbl, on the local market hese.

Hayand Btraw.

The late spring and the extra amount of
feed reguired for stock are caung into the big
hay crop pretty badly some places. Ia the

western part of the province hay is sclling
locally at about $to per ton. The Montreal
market for baled hay is firmier at €5.50 ta
$6.50 for choice No. 2 ordinary. The mar.
ket here is about the same at $7.30 far cars
on track and $4.50 for baled straw. On the
local market timothy brings $9 to $10; ¢l ver
$6 to $7.50: sheaf siraw 37 and loose
stiaw $4 10 $3 per ton.

Cheese.

Cheese business of 1898 is about a2 an end.
Thereis adeficit of 215,902 boxes as compared
with a year ago, the largest ever known in the
history of the Canadiar cheese industry. This
coupled with the decrease in the exports from
New York make a total deficit of 534,573
boxes. Old cheese has sold dunng the week
at Montreal a* 11 1o 11¥c. and some few
lots of fodder goods at about 10c. The Eng-
lish market continues firm under hight and
gradually reduced supplies. There 1s a good
demand at the advance, and holders are not
anxious to sell. It is likely that all the old
stock will be suld off before the season closes
on April 301h, leaving the field clesr for the
new goods.

Butter.

The Trade Bulletin’s special London cable
of April 13 reads: “ The Lutter market has
declined 2¢., but at the drop there is a better
demand. Finest Canadian 9oto 93s.; seconds
8310 86s.” There has been 2 sharp decline
in prices at Montieal, and sales are reported
af choice creamncry at 17 to 177.¢c. and even
lower prices arc talked of.  Supplies scem to
be increasing fast, and there is a Jarge pros-
pective ; though the high price of cheese may
cause the combined factorics to make the lat-
ter rather than the former, which may lessen
butter supplies somewhat. The eaports of
butter from Canada for the season of 189S-g9
show an increase of 100,873 packages as com-
pared with 1897-98. There has been a de-
crease in the shipments from the Unaited
States of about 50,000 packages, making the
net increase rom both places about 50,00
packages.

The matket for creamery bulter is easier
at about 20c. for prints and 18 to 19z for
twbs. There have been liberal receipts of
dairy butter, which brings 33 to 15¢. for tubs,
15 to 16c. for 1b. prints, and 14 to 13¢ for
large rolls.  Un the local maiket here pound
prints bring 16 to 1Sc. and large rolls 15 to
17¢. perib.

Cattlo.

Though Chicago and other Western mar-
Yets remain fum and stcady there has been
an casier {celing here.  Owing to the lower
maiket reporis from outside places, the bad
weather, the scarcity of space on boats and
the absence of 2 numbsr of outside buyers,
prices for all kinds of fat cattle were lower on
Friday on Toronto mazket, especially for in.
fetior grades, which were too plentiful. The
quality of the fat cattle offered was fair. The
run of live stock was not what may be con-
sidered a beavy one, but in the present easy
state of the market it was larger 1than necded.
Reporis from Montreal indicate that cable
quotations must be losing shippers some
money ualess they boupht very cheaply.




