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have spent two years in prima. Thie exIxaination is of the nature
of the work dono in priona, but is not such as may bo prepared for
by any amount of cramniing beforehand. It is of a character
adaptod to test the actual knotwltdge which the candidato pos.
sesses of tho subjoects of the course. Passages Iitherto not rend in
the studios of tho class aro set in Latin, Greok and French, and an
off-hand translation and criticsn is demanded. Exercises in Ger-
man, mathenatics, physics, gograplhy and history, are also assign-
ed, and short essays in Latin a 1 Germain, composed iuiproiiipti,
are expected of tho candidates. A candidate who lias
shown himiself qualified to pass is awarded a certificato of
maturity; he who faills short of the averago deinanded re-
ceives also a certificato, but one which tepstifios to his inuunaturity
or unfitness for University studies. .Ie nay indeel proceed to tie
University, and b admitted, but only as an irregular student, the
time which ho spends at the U niversity previous to ohtaining his
maturity-certificate net being reckoned to him.

The certificate, signed by the iividual ineinbers of the Exanm-
ining Commission, is awarded with munch cereuony at a public
meeting held in the large Jula of the Gymnasiumu, at the close of
the semester. This is a grand occ., ,ion in the history of the Gym-
nasium, and is rendored especially monentous to the pupils by
the important issues which are nt stalke for the graduating class.
In presence of a large number of sclool digmtaries a learnied ossay
is read by the rector, or one of the professors in priha. This is
followed by speeches and a public announcemuent of the results of
the examination sud a distribution of the certificates. Anly one
who bas been so unfortunato as not to obtain the Gewpiss <4cr
Reife, i. e., Certificate of Qualitication for the Studies of the Uni-
versity, is advanced according to the charactor of his previous
career, either to continue in attendance at the Gymnasiun for an-
other period of six months, and then iake a freshi attempt to pass,
or to abandon altogether his intention of proceeding to the Univer-
sity.

Much the same is truie, mutatis nutandis, of the final examina-
tions at the Realschule. The leaving certificate lere obtained is of
less value as a pass to higher positions. It admits to certain posts
in the public service, and for business positions it is now almost
indispensable .s a qualification. One of the chief uses of the
school certificate, however, is that it entitles the holder to shorter
military service. The ordinary German peasant, and all who have
not taken advantage of a full Gymnasiumor Real school course, are
obliged to devote threo entire years to military service. Yenng
men, however, holding a certificatc of maturty, and volunteoring
besides to provide themselves with arms and regimentals, are ad-
mitted to the single-year service, besides enjoying certain other
considerations as to time and place of service not usually granted
te those discharging thoir mlhtary obligations.

It is found in practice the numuber of boys completing the Gymna.
sium is much larger than that of those who go through the entire
course of the Real school. The great mass of thoso who go into
commercial or industrial pursuits lcave the Real sehool in ecunda
or even in tertia, certificates boing granted aise at those stages of
advancement-which are accepted for business positions. Those
who complote the course have generally in viow in se doing the
application for a post in the public service.
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(Continued.)
Let me, in passing, call attention to another exceedingly com.

mon mistake. Learners are often incautiously told that a tran-

sitivo verb inust always have an object,-tho very important condi-
tion of its being in tho active voice boing lost sight of. Of course,
a transitive verb muay ho in the passivo voice, and then thero is no
granmuaticil object of the vorb, though of course the subject stands
for the real objuct of the action. Whon I have given a list of verbs
te ho clussed as transitivo and intransitive respectivoly, I have
usually fonund tlireo cindidates ont of four put all passives anong
the intransitivos. Il tho last list that I gave, thoro happenod to
bi onily one transi ivo verb> (14ay) in the active voien. A candidate
pounced upon thtis, and infortu !d nie that lay was tho only transi-
tivo verb iii the list, " becauîse you can lay an egg."

I uust give you one other illustration of the all-pervading con-
ision between words and things, whici I have been trying te

expose. li parsing the words, " full many a flower is bor te
bhlislh unseeni," a candidato recently wrote, "' is a proposition, show-
ing the relation betwoen floic'r and bornt." Could anything ho
more piroposterou>sly wrong 2 Ilold, however ; perhaps lie was
only iakiing a stnctly logical application of the definition that ho
lad learnt. Very likely ho liad used one of our commonest school
grammiars, which says that " a preposition is a word which shows
the relation of a noun or pronoun te some other word in the
sentence." Well. does not is show (in a sort of way) the relation
of ßoiu:er to born ? Thon, according to the definition, it is a prepo-
sition. If net, why not ? Why, becauso the ordinary definîtions
of a proposition are totally wrong. Everybody admits that propo-
sitions show relations of soino kind. Of wlat kind ? Here, again,
there is absolutely no dispute. Primarily, rolationsin space, rest
in, motion te, motion from-in, at, te, towards,from, &c. Second-
arily, relations of tim--at, before, after, &o. Thirdly, by a mets-
phorical ueo, the relations of cause, effect, &c. Now, I put it te any
one's conmmon sense, <lo these relations subsist between the words
of a sentence ? If I talk of a bird in a cage, is the word bird inside
the word caoge ? Of course not. Thte proposition sn shows the rela-
tion in space of one th:ng te another. Can any one point out any
conceivablo relation between the word bird and the word cage,
which is exprossed by in ? Yet a grammar, which bears a vory dis-
tinguished name on the title-page, lays down broadly that "a
proposition is a word which shows the relation of one noun to
another." Bet theso writers cannot even be consistent with
themsoles. In the sane book we road, a fow lines further on,
that, " whon a proposition connects nouun with noun, the relation
is between one object and another." Botlh statements cannot be
correct. Still, when a man has made a blunder, it is botter to
correct it than to stick to it; and nothing could ho more accurate
than the statement just quoted, and whatothe writergoes on to say,
"when it (i e., the proposition) connects a noun with an adjective,
the relation is between an object and the quality expressed by the
adjective (as red with wveeping.) ; when it connects a noun with a
verb, the relation is between ai object and an action (as broken
wi'h storms)." But a paragraph like this is a veritable rara avis in
those sections of English gramniars which treat of prepositions.
'ite defiuition which is given by three examiners out of four is the
thoroughly erroneous one that I quoted before, namely, thatI "the
proposition is a word which shows the relation of a noun or pro-
noun to some other word in the sentence," te which the writer
adds a paragraph which for confusion of thought is perhaps n-
rivalled. He says, " Sometimes the proposition shows the relation
of one substantive to another, as, ' the wisdom of Solomon is re-
nowned'; sometimes it shows the relation of some persofi or
thing to a given action, as 'he fell against the wall ' . sometimes
it shows the relation of a substantive te some quality, as ' bread is
good for food.' The facts may be thus expressed: 'propositions
relate nouns or pronouns te other nouns or pronouns, te verbs, or


