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Nature bas been boutintilul with lier gifts to our
beautiful State, and should not ail feel anxious
to improve what lias been sa abundantly be.stow-
ed? We often sec large farmns with extensive
fielde titider a highi cultivation, and seemingly
every eflrt made to get as mauy dollars as
possible frot every acre of land. This is alt
riglht. But when we turn to the house, perhaps
we upe a newly painmed nmansion wvith its green
shutters exposed to the burning rays of the sun.
witl-ut a shade tree or a shrub to give freshness
to tiî scene, or inpart loveliness to the spot ;
and the yard filled with dock, thistles, and olier
weeds Can it be ilat the inmates of such a
iansioi have no taste for plants and flowers?

Do they thiik the hours thrown away that are
devoted to the culture of" iature's loveliest genm.
I do not envy then their feelings.

I love the flawers, the fair young flowers,
,.Wher'er their dwellinîg hie,

'I )ugh springîing on tht imoutiain'side,
Or 'neath the greenwood tree."

There is a power in scenes of rural beauty
which a frects our social and moral feelings. One

iay judge with a good degree of confidence, of
the taste and intelligence of a family, by the ex-
ternal appearance of their dwelling. A habita-
tion, however spacious and costly, witi nothinîg
orna nt.ntal or iîn.eresting around it, indicates a
want oi denicate and kindly sentiment amuong its
iinats, their books are generally few, ill chosen,

and s,-'domn read.
Wien we scee a house however humble, whicli

is apparently as comfortable as its owner has
menans ta make k, with the delicious grape or
sore othter vine climbmitg up the porch, the yard
neat and tasty, we feel assured tihat this is tht
aheei î quiet and rational eijoymnent. A find-

delicate young ladies who seem to fear that alil
le exercise- in the yard or garden will injur

their beauty, be induced to try the exuierimeni
and see if they do not both look and feel betteri
IIow many there are that spend half of their pte
cious tinte in readîug the " last work," lookiý
after soie new fashion, making a few fashionable
visits, and then pretend tu think that they iat

perforned a vast ainount of usefullabor! Whe
vili the hunan mind expand enough to see an,

fel that heath, and beauty,and useluinemsar
enfhanced by spending a few scrapsof tite in th
culture of those external ornanents at hume tha

lthrow aroinid it such an air of contentnent, th
the attachment which families have for tha
sacred spot, will cauise thent to look back wil
the most endearing recollection, when far away

But I must stop, I do not deem myself capabl
of writing for others, but wish to elicit the mini
and pen of those competent to instruct in this ami
every other good work. Mucl is ta be done fo
nany of us in erasing our erroneous ideas an

predjudices in a i-elation tu the dignity of laboi
in preparing our minds for einjoyment in th
woiks of nature, in inspiring a love fur naturi
beauty everywhere, and for ail that is lovely an
<lelightful in the works of our Creator. The ii
habitants of the country should rise above tà
mere drudgery of life, become familhar with na
ture in ber charming aspects, and take pleasur
in viewing God's every varying works.

"There cornes fromn every faditig flower
A lesson for the heart."

Wliat are the richest fruits or the brighteî
adoruments of earth, without the intellectual ms
ture, the moral fruits of the heart and min'd.

TVillow Cottage,
Ross County, June 1847.

-Ohio Cultivator.

Good Indian Cake.-One pint ofbutternilk C
nefs for ,cenes like this is seldom blended with sour mtiik, in which dissolve two teaspoonaful 9
cuaî-n.:is of se'ntiment or rudeness of maîiîners. saleratus, (a little less if your milk is not me
Wi.y lihould we devote su iumuchatention to the sour); take ont spoonful of butter or !ai-d, wit
ex eia.t, urnamen ts (.four house, while we never a sait spoonful of sait, and twoapoonsful of sugar
sem ta o 11u11k of displayiig our skill in out doo, rub them togetier, and add :hree well beat
i . ove.îents ? What is more delightful than eggs ; then put the mik and adJ Indian meal il
the Ltpîy breaih of morn, rendered douibly grate- about the consistency of ibin batter; turn'int

fut .,y ht perfumes of flowers ? common cake pans; bake in a quick but no fi
Ii...w sweet tu inhale the fragrance of the open. ously hot oven. 'It wilf be dune in half or as

ing roie, or pink, whicht our own hands have quarters of an hour. If your baking is Mot l
p:iii.dc and cuhivated! Cannot some of tioese done, your cake isapoiled.
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