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of what are now Kentucky and Tennessee
were falling beneath the axe of the frontiers-
men. Resentful of the encroachments of the |
Virginians on their hunting-grounds, frequent
war-parties of Shawnees, Delawares, Mohicans,
Cherokees, and Mingoes crossed the Ohio and
crept stealthily on some unguarded settle-
ment, to slay and scalp the inhabitants and
carry off their horses and cattle. The chiefs
disclaimed responsibility for these raids, but
in words which made the settlers in a sense
responsible for them.

It was we [they said] who so kindly re-
ceived Europeans on their first arrival into
our own country. We took them by the
hand and bade them welcome, to sit down
by our side and live with us as brothers;
but how did they requite our kindness ?
They at first asked only for a little land
on which to raise bread for their families
and pasture their cattle, which we freely
gave them. They saw the game in the
woods which the Great Spirit had given us
for our subsistence, and they wanted it
too. They penetrated into the woods in -
quest of game, they discovered spots of
land which they also wanted, and because



