4 ' A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY [arrrL,
tude 214°217.15%; by the chronometer it was
213°46/ 307; and by the dead reckoning, 211°
44/.© This error in the dead reckoning feemed
- gradually to have taken place fince our departure
from Attowai; and many of the officers having
lately made feveral lunar obfervations with great
accuracy, whofe mean refult gave from 25 to 40*
eaft of the chronometer, I was led to believe, that
: our change of climate (the thermometer having
e " fallen from about 80 to about. 66 fince leaving
the Sandwich iffands,) had caufed fome acéélcra-
tion in. rts rate of going. From hcnce our pro-
grefs was attended by a very fmooth fca, and in
general by cloudy and-gloomy weather. The
wind between N. byW and N. N. E. blew fo
gcntlv, that on the 7th of Apnl we had only
reached the latitude of 35° 25 longitude 217°
24/, by the dead reckoning 214° 42’; when we
found ourfelves in the midft of immenfe num-
bers of the fea blubber of the fpecies of the Me-
dufa.Villiia ; fo that the furface of the oeean as
far as the eye could reach, was covered with
thefe animals in fuch abundance, that even a pea
could hardly be dropped clear of them. The
largeft did not exceed fourinches in circumfe-
. rence ; and adhering to them was found a worm
B ofia beautiful blue colour, much refembling a
caterpillar.  This worm is about an inch and a
half long, thickeft toward the head, forming a
- thrce-
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