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a vi INTRODUCTION.

The treatise, moreover, has been made to com-
prehend a topic, which might seem to violate some=
what its settled plan, yet for incorporating which
little excuse is needed—an account of that illustrious
sachem, and doughty warrior of the Con *
Joseph Brant. ‘ '

Another, and I trust, paiz_'donable, departure is the
collection of all the more important legal dedisions
which either affect Indiaq lands, or elucidate the
rights and disabilities of Indians underthe Statute.
These have been dispersed, in .suggwuve places,

" throughout the book.

I have, generally, in fulﬁlling my task, not
scrupled to borrow propositions, adduce theories

E from the works ‘of authors of distinction—native

’ as well as white—writers whose contributions have

. conduced greatly to our understanding of an ancient

and interesting people. "
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