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MESSINA'S FAMISHING BATTLING FOR FOOD

oLAY ONE ANOTHE
ADDING NEW

Appalling Tales Told by
the Refugees at
Naples.

ESTIMATED DEAD
NOW IS 150,000

Reported Destruction of Palmi’

With 14,000 Inhabitants,

Has Been Confirmed.

Messina, Dec. 31.—A frightful scene
occurred here today amid the ruins of
the customs house. Bands of famished
individuals were groping among the
debris in the hope of discovering food.
The first of the searchers were success-
ful, and others attracted by their cries
of joy, fell upo

and knives.

&
L 4

n them with revclvers
The lucky ones defended
each morse| literally with their lives.
The struggie was of the most unhuman
description. The famished men threw
themselves upon each other like wolves
and several fell disembowled in de-
fending a handful of
few ounces of flour.

dry beans or a
One of the un-
fortunates was pinned to a plank by

a knife, while clinging to his hand was

his little child for whom he had sought
food,
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spectacle
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connectedly of whole districts swept
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of well-known people annihilated. Reg -
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silence of desolation. The railroads
and the footraths through the sur-
rounding have utterly
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A survivor of Messina savs:

“The first thing I knew I was thrown
out of bed. Then the floor of my
room collapsed, and I fell into the
apartment under me. Here I found a
distracted woman searching for her
gister and son, whom she found dead.
We remained In the ruins for twenty-
four hours entirely alone, without
Food or drink. We made a rough
shelter of boards to keep off the rain
Our ears were filled with the cries and
moans of the wounded. These sounds
peased somewhat during Monday night.
Btill no one came to our assistance
We were as in a tomb with the dead
bodies of our children beside us. We
could see no one, but every . time
gounds were heard from the street
there would come an outburst of
plercing cries for mercy and help from
the injured hidden and pinned down
in the wreckage.

“Tuesday morning we finally ven-
tured forth, and were taken aboard a
wvesgel in the harbor, on which we
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Prison’s Collapse Kills 1,800 Felons
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ESTIMATE OF EARTHQUAKE CASUALTIES

Population,
Messina (The Commune). 147,000
Reggio (Calabria) ....... 34,617
Palmi (Calabria) 14,000
Gioja (Calabria) 7,000
Scylia (Calabria) 5,042
Baguara (Calabria) 7,500
Barcelona (Sicily) 16,490
Castroveabi (Sicily) 3,375
Florida (Sicily) 12,165
Noto (Sicily) ..... 22,285
Vittoria (Sicily) 30,800
FPaterno (Sicily) . 20,000
Catania (Sicily) ..... . 146,500
Terranova (Sicity) . 22,019
Ma':;;.‘-:nopoli {Sicily) .
Naro (Sicily)
Augusta (S8icily)
Mikels (Calabria)
Ensenara (Calabria)
Pizzo (Calabria) :
Catanzaro (Calabria) .....
Reposto (Sicily)
Cassano (Calabria)
Cozenza (Calabria) ...
San Giovanni (Sicily)
Catanzaro (Calabria) ..
Calbanisetta (Sicily)
Gazzari {Calabria)
Cantello
Velpasso (Sicily)

tees s

sessssnn

12,900
16,600
3,437

.o

9,172
22,800
8,100
6,842
2,600

Loss of Life——Damage.
70,000

40,000

14,000

Almost totally destroyed.

Large numbers killed.

Loses of life and damage
reported in all these .
cities and towns.

In ruins.
100.

17 destroyed.

1.000.

500.

In ruins.

In ruins.

In ruins.

1,500.

Wiped off the map.
Engulfed by the sea.

$801,170 Worth of New Buildings
Erected in London During Past Year

Figures Prepared by City Engi-
neer Graydon Are Very
Satisfactory.
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ACCEPT RESPONSIBILITY
FOR THE CAMPAIGN

Statement Issued by the Members of
the Sunday Car Committee,

In

ing made

city

of the are
the of this
two reverend gentlemen,
of the
Car Executive
tee, declare that

th

press

view charges at be-

in public
by we,

the undersigned members Citi-

zens’ Sunday Commit-

we accept responsi-
bility for all that has been done and
all that shall done in the Sunday
car movement purporting in any way
to be under the our
mittee Signed:

Sir John Carling.

*Geos C. K.

Dr. J. B. Campbell,

John Garvey, sen.

R. C. Struthers.

S. F. Lawrason,

Arthur W. White.

C. W. McGQGuire.

John Pringle.

R. C. Eckert.

W. W. Gammage.

J. S. Moore.

W. R. Meredith.

J. A. McConvry.

M. Masuret.

P. Walsh,

R. R. Bland.

R. D. McDonald.

Chas. E. Sterling.

J. ¥. Faulds.

M. A. Keene.

T. J. Murphy.

E. J. MacRobert.
John Weld.
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Gibbons,

(Continued on Page Nine.

Jas, C. Duffield.
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Friday—Fair

Stations.
London
Calgary
Winnipeg ........ .
Port Arthur
Parry Sound
Toronto
Ottawa ..
Montreal
Quebec
Father
Dawson
Victoria
Vancouver
Edmonton
Battlzford
Moosejaw
Qu’Appelle
St. John
Halifax

Superior

the Northwestern

TEMPE

reached the lower St.
while the cold wave is now centred

THE WEATHER.

TOMORROW—FAIR AND COLD.
FORECASTS.

Toronto, Dec.

Today—Strong westerly to northwester-

light local snowfalls or flurries,

31—8 a.m.

turning decidedly colder.

States.

Min.
—12
— 6

10
18
32

0

8
10

Minus (—) means below zero.

WEATHER NOTES.
The disturbance which was over Lake
westerday morning has now
Lawrence valley,

and decidedly cold.
RATURES.

Today. Yesterday.
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growth

-quarters of a million dol-

lars has been spent in buildings this
vear in the city of London.

Up till noon today there have been

o

27 building permits
Engineser Graydon
December, making
year.

issued by City
for the month of
in all 242 for the

The Total Value.
The total wvalue
erected was $801,170.

“We can now keep a closer wutchon |

building than we could formerly,”
City Engineer Graydon. “This

has been a fine year for building, one
of the best we have had in some time.
I have no figures for comparison at
hand just now,
close tab on building
former years.
satisfactory

said
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from all viewpoints”
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BURIED HiIS SLAIN
WIFE IN CELLAR

{Laborer Put Concrete Floor in
Ceilar the Day After She
Disappeared.
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the fact
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lice made a visit to the Breitag resi-
|dence and in a corner of the cellar,
two feet under the concrete, disin-
terred Mrs. Breitag’s body.

Breitag, who made strenuouz ob-
{ Jections, was present when the dig-
ging was begun. Finding them in
earnest about the task he pointed to
{ @ corner of the cellar and said to
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MEETING TONIGHT
AT CITY HALL .
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Speeches
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The action of the committee of cit-
izens has given a new direction to the
discussion of the water question, and
has greatly stimulated interest in the
matter.
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Map showing scene of the earthquake and tidal wave in Sicily. Messina
and Reggio, the two chief cities, destroyed, stand on either side

of the

DEATHS FROM TUBERGULOGIS
ARE GREATLY ON INREASE

Vital Statistics for 1908 in London Are Not Reassuring---Natura
Increase for the Year Was, However, Two Hundred

and Ninety-five---Marriages Show Falling Off.
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Falling Off in Marriages.

According to he statistics, L.eap
Year is a hand-painted frost. There
is a great falling off in marriages dur-
ing 1908; in fact, there were 101 less
weddings this iar than last. That

reduction of almost 25 per cent
a somewhat serious loss.
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Customs Revenue Shows Imprev“ment
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Traffic
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on the railroads has been

heavy all day and both inco

iand outgoing trains have all carried |

a number of extra coaches in order
accommodate
are travelling.
a busy scene at train time.
The Grand Trunk report that
have carried several thousand people,
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LITTLE ONES THAT
AWAIT ADOPTION

Twenty-Five at the Shelter That Need
Foster Homes.

There are at 25 children in
the Children’ Shelter, Wharncliffe
road, awaiting adoption, ranging i
age from three to ten years. The so-
ciety is empowered by the Dominion
Legislature to become the guardians of
tany young children who are left or-
Iphans and destitute, oy whose parents
iare not considered morally fit to bring
{up children. During the past fifteen
{vears, fostér homes have been found
hlur more than 500 of these waifs. Dur-
‘mw the current year homes have bpm.
{found for sixty children.

i London does not bear all the expense
{of these children. Those from outside
fmumclpalnles pay $1.25 for any child
!thpy send to the institution. The
!mhers are supported by the $700 grant
given by the county council.
Mr. Gillson Withdraws.

Mr. John Gillson has

present

S

withdrawn

London Township, leaving Mr. 8. F.
Glass and Reeve Kimball to make the
contest.

n | president

from the contest for the reeveship of'
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First Real Curling of the Se-
for New Year’'s Da>

The annual
was to have

curling match, <
been held on Christmag
!Day at the Thistle Rink, between the
‘ and vice-president of the
i club, and which was postpohed on ac-
i count of the weather, will played
ron New Year's morning at 0. The
| present weather conditions promise
fine ice, and as is i ctically the
first game of ason it is expected
that a good interest will he
,uI‘HA{.\,(‘,d,
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WINDSOR DEBENTURES.
Windsor, 31.—Bids
the 500 Jdeas
ber , the sale of which
by the water board furnished the latest
irow in the Windsor city council, were
?oprxned last night. There were g nums«
ber of offers, the highest of h was
{from the Amesg firm, of Toronto, itha
amount being $15,780. The committeqd
will recommend that this offer be ace
cepted. The offer is about $400 bete
ter than the bid which the wated
board asked the council to accepf
without public competition.
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