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Newfoundland of 
Eighty Years

(H. F. SIIORTIS). \ig&l

It would appear that our friends In observed, that of all our Colonie», 
England had not a very exalted Idea Newfoundland, the earliest lis cover­
ts to the future possibilities of New- ; ed, Is the least known, inasmuch that: 
'undland, 80 years ago. They look- : it seems “blotted but of our recollec-

cd upon it as a terra Icognita, and 
naly remarkable for its fogs, ice­
bergs, deer, beaver, foxes, cod, sal­
mon, herring, mackerel, caplin, and 
dogs. The Oxford Herald, from 
vrhich the subjoined remarks are tak­
en, is suprised that "every house is 
surrounded by old rigging, masts, 
spars, sails, ships’ hells, rudders, and 
wheels.* They should have added,

tton, or is known only by Its dogs;” 
or, we may add. In association with 
codfish, stock-fish, and train oil, la 
regarded as a merer' fitting station.
Such was its original condition; but, 
amidst great neglect by the Mother 
Country, the Colony appears to have 
grown up into independent wealth 
and consequence; and agriculture 
has made such strides there as to In­

punts, pokers, oars, gaffs, etc. In duce the inhabitants-to seijd to Eng- 
their ignorance of Newfoundland af- land for a surveyor to examine the 
fairs, the writers in those papers geology of the country, so as to best 
were not aware that all these impli- direct their future efforts at .colon-, 
ments were absolutely necessary in ization. The political position of the 
the prosecution of our great industry, country, both home amf 'ioireî J 
the seal fishery. I have a poor opfn- also constantly interesting the pub 
ion of University Professors or grad- lie. By treaty with France, we an 
nates when writing about Newfound- forbidden to settle on the Western 
land. It is questionable if any of coast; which condition mtiil&i tesséns 
their emeritus or regius professors the value of the Colony as a place of' ^at 
would know how to lace up a tow of settlement and the dfegree of encOqr- vaplin, 
seals, much less to kill and sculp agement to be held out to emigrants 
them. HOw over 400 vessels coüld frorq, England. All these circtim- 
prosecute the sealfishery without stanfts render Newfoundland a place 
spars, bells, rudders, compasses, of constantly recurring interest ; and

“possessing an area nearly as large 
as England, a, population already re­
spectable in amount, and constantly 
increasing, the island deserves to be 
better known, and much more attend­
ed to by the mother country.”

“Newfoundland is nearer to Europe 
than any of the islands, or any part 
of the Continent of America, the dis­
tance between St. John’s and the har­
bor of Valencia, in Ireland,- being 
only 1656 miles. The shores are 
rocky and high, and indented With 
<i?ep hays, and a great number of 
wrecks occur annually bètween La

wheels, etc., would indeed puzzle a 
Newfoundland sealer! If the writer 
had graduated in a cook-room, a sail- 
maker’s shop, or in the forecastle cf 
qne of our sailing vessels of those his­
toric days, he would not display such 
consummate ignorance as to the ab­
solute necessity of these instruments 
being houged on the premises, until 
they were required ;.o prosecute the 
voyage. Let un era how Newfound­
land was locked upon by visitors and 
the press of the outside world SO 
years ago.

The Oxford Herald f 1844) says: We
perceive that additional provision is 
rv.pt to l>-' mad" for the spiritual 
welfare of the much neglected Col­
ony. an.d v,-q sincerely hope that such 
brr.iwr!'-!-1 -"'ri'rre mr he .success­
ful. 1‘ -p-'-vr-r ti-at “thé Rev. Ed- 

• v. i !•>■'1 'T 4 . fr-rmer’yjfj Queen’s 
< ••’tfigr r\~* ■ -d h-en apne'ntttl

rv' ....: \ q Pprpppp. - iai t>|Q
rc N'T-’ "?-^irtrVawfl *>>o 

w -a.----- *1.„----- r’-'l'o'-rx'l-.o-o .

: 'ivêd forthwith to commence a sub-
i +'..... f-o :
‘ ind for. ecclesiastical purposes, to 

be placed at his disposal, and ear- 
restly repu

* Mi

Pcile and Cape Ray, the highway, as 
it were, between Great Britain and 
her American Colonies; notwithstand­
ing which, no light house has been er­
ected, with bells or guns to give 
warning in case of fog; every house 
is surrounded with old rigging, spars, 
masts, sails, ship’s bells, rudders and 
wheels; and the houses contain tele­
scopes. compasses, and portions of 
ship’s furniture. The lands adjacent 
'o the sea are bleak, rugged, and 
-■ rly destitute cf trees or bushes ; 

at the heads of the bays and

tiV c-'-O-n' 
*bose who feel an :‘ntcro~‘ 
-•(read md r:rr
:'i cur c-'lrn^s. The crc" 
f- *n (Vcr d i« .”" 001 snvo-p r 
papula tin’’—extremely por 
">-- scattered aicn— tip, :
«•"aetr .' -cords TO 000. Tîi

Clc- - ■- V-* 2 V T.v ! stat'orns are The island has not a navigable river,
- ■ < Vn* ro-fhere are Clergy but the lakes, ponds, and other fresh-

rrce'rofl. or their ser- water, cover one-third of the surface. 
- —linontlv blessed. The , Sir R. Bonnycastle, in 1842, explored

• - - ;r-? the Cathedral, which : on the eastern and southern sides of
"■"a-ish Church of St. I the island, vast forests of splendid 

■ -'ai-d at £7,000, and | timber and cultivatable regions; and 
inhabitants as had means ! on the western side, prairies, forests,

■ihrtcd liberally; but which it 
"-"«ihle to complete with-

r rilicr aid.”
recent traveller (1844) has well

KNOWLING’S
are well provided with stocks ofPOUND GOODS AND REMNANTS

for the Outport Shop-keeper. Try us for: the, 
following:

SOILED COTTON, 
POUND DENIMS, 
POUND TWEED.
POUND FLANNEL­

ETTE.
POUND GINGHAMS. 
WORK SHIRTS.
POUND TOWELS.
OIL BAIZE —- By the 

piece; very low.
ROOM PAPER—In as­

sorted Bales.
POUND CASHMERES. 
POUND SHIRTING.

CRESCENT
WOOLS.

*=
due» of the farms and 
oompartive comfort*

“The climate of Newfoundland is 
very humid and severe, from Its ex­
posure to the atmosphere of the .At­
lantic; and the large fields of ice 
which, during March, April and May, 
are on the way from the northern 
shores towards the south and cover 
the spa adjoining the Island to a great 
distance. Across this stream of ice­
bergs, it is believed that vessels sail­
ing between Great Britain and New 
Vork wni cross; and steam vessels, 
in dark Weather, owing to their veloc­
ity, strike on these hidden perils; in 
1861, an American ship struck on 
them, and went down at midnight, 
with' thirty-three souls on board; in 
the same month and year, the "Great 
Western" steam ship Just escaped 
this sea of ice ; but the missing “Pres­
ident,” is, by persons familiar with the 
navigation' of" the Atlantic, supposed 
to have been lost here.”
' “The principal animals of the is­

land are deer, beavers, dogs, and fox­
es; seals, cod, salmon, herring and 
mackerel. The best codfishlng 

fg grounds are on the Grand Banks,; 600 i 
' miles, long, and the fishery is conduc- j 

re ted. from stages or platforms built 
along the shore. On the Northern 
shores of Conception Bay are caught 

breakfast relish, the delicate 
by bucketsfull. What is in 

England called the Newfoundland dog 
is comparatively rare in the island ; 
the common dog has a thin tapering 
snout, a long thin tail, and short and 
smooth hair; he is less handsome, but 
more sagacious, and fishes as well as 
his master."

"St. John’s port and town are on 
the east side of the island. The en­
trance of the harbor is so narrow 
that two ships can hardly pass abreast 
with safety; it is sheltered with high 
rocks, and strongly fortified. The 
town consists of one main street, and 
several irregular lane», the houses 
are mostly of wood, but some few are 
of stone or brick and the public build­
ings are handsome; in 1816, 140 hous­
es, and half a millions’ worth of pro­
perty, were destroyed by fire. The 
population scarcely exceeds 10,000 in 
summer, but the return of the fisher­
men in winter increases it to 11,000. 
Hr. Grace, the next town in import-. 
ance, has a population of 6,000. The 
other settlements consist chiefly of a 
few wooden houses. The fisheries 
produced in 1836, £ 808,066. The in­
habitants import salt provision from 
Ireland and Germany, biscuit from 
Germany, flour -and Indian corn meal 
from America, etc.”

“The government of the island was 
of rivers, there are j long administered by Surrogate 

Courts (Captains and Lieutenants of i 
the Navy), but the country has now 
the ‘'benefit of a represent* tite isys- 
tem.”

“The aboriginal Red Indians of the 
island are believed to be now extinct; 
but about sixteen years since a few 
were in existence, and a Society was 
formed for their civilization. A tribe 
of Micmacs, however, dwell in thé 
southern interior.” Such was the de­
scription given of our country in 1844 
—80 years ago.”

I wonder what the traveller would 
say to-day it he were to visit Grand 
Falls, the Humber, our railway, ocean 
liners, numerous fisheries, our cath­
edrals and public buildings, etc. It 
would rather surprise him that the 
Thunderer (London Times) and other 
British periodicals are supplied from 
the paper manufactured In Newfound­
land. He was perfectly correct about 
the mackerel being abundant along 
our shores, for I know for a fact, 
from my own ancestors, that they 
were so plentiful that they were used 
as manure by the farmers, and of- 
ten«I heard the old folks say that they 
yere “cursed from our shores.” The 
fishermen placed no value on them 
in those days. With regard to our 
timber resources, I have read in Guth­
rie’s Colossal Geographical History, 
published about 1797, in his reference 
to Newfoundland, wherein it is stat­
ed “not alone would Newfoundland 
supply Its own wants in timber, but 
the day would come when this coun­
try would supply Great Britain to a 
great extent.” Well that day has ar­
rived—not alone timber, but paper as 
well. The Reference to our caplin is 
nothing new, because as far back as 
1809 our” merchants (it was a cns. 
tomary affair), shipped codfish, cod 
liver oil, blubber, berries, cajf skins, 
pickled Salmon, dried salmon, hogs­
heads pt cod tongues and sounds, ot­
ter skins, fox skins, cat skins, beaver 
skins, wolf skins, and barrels and box­
es of dried esptin; all in the one car­
go. I can name 60 vessels on which 
such cargoes were shipped—all to 
Poolf, England. ,

nlofs covered with fir and spruce, 
thick birch-xvood and luxurious TMp- 

T*. ">""rr *$hcsf Hills and valleys con-
-r >* '"(’ualiy * r.uccred each pther; heavy
■Ur The - i-ea a-*d tangled woods are ex- 
-, ( t-nsive, and only on “the barrens” or

:: l srv'h "-".Telly elevated ridges can the tràv- 
r.’-n-.b v .tiler walk with ease on expedition.

immense lakes, and a great coal basin, 
upon which there springs np luxuriant 
grass. There are settlers here, in 
spite of treaties, who live on the pro-

POUND-SCRIMS.
SATEENS—In 6-lb. rolls
BOYS’ & MEN’S UN­

DERWEAR.

Box Front
First Prize—Radio Set Conn 

won by Franole P. Moon, Military
Second Prize—$50.00 Casl 

won by Robert Sutherby, 15 Bond Stt
Third Prize—$25.00 Cash, 

won by Gerald Farrell, Mt. Cash,
Fourth Prize—$20.00 Co 

won by Marlon W. Bartlett, New Gower

48349/

)t, 39044

k

treat, 17290

Ten Prizes, $10.00 each, as follows:
M. McCormick—C|o Parker & Monroe......................................... .................................................... 16480
Frank Kinsman—Grand Falls......................................................................................... ..  ............9544
J. A. Grant—Southside West................................................................................................................3341
E. Barron—24 Duckworth Street........................................................................................ ... .. 3180
T. Keefe—6 Brazil Square .. , 
Ian Fisher—Corner Brook .. , 
Ed. Brophy—Battery Road .. 
Victor Taylor—South Side .. . 
Vincent Reddy—9 York Street 
Harold Harvey—Bell Island .,

.. 3065 
M., 2904 
.. 2795 
.. 2660 
.. 2635 
.. 2400

Tnlrty-Slx Prizes, $5.00 each, as follows:
Billie McGrath—35 Monkstown Road ....................2362
Augustus Taylor—109 Cabot St. ...........................2241
William Snow—Bell Island .. .............................. 2213
Clifford Forristal—450 Southside, City .. .... 2080
J. Caines—20 Gill Street .... ............................... 1863
William Myrphy—4 Hayward Avenue .. .. ,,1800 
James Coughlan—170 Glower St. .. .. .. .. .. 1750 
M. J. Finn—McGuire’s Bakery .. .. .. .. .. . .1746
Leo Hanlon—4 Katherine St.................................... 1665
Mary Greene—101 Freshwater Road .................... 1630
Annie Dillon—3 Hayward Avenue......................... 1620
Thomas Coffin—158 Lemarchant Road...............1619
F. Kelly—74 Gower Street......................................1600
J. J. Cahill—9 Barnes’ Place ................... ..............1595
J. C. Badcock—102 Pleasant Street.....................1580
Ed. Àsh—P.O. Box 89 .. .. .. . .. .• «. ». .. 1533
Edward Johnson—3 BuIIey Street......................... 1474
Leo Ryan—22 Flower Hill .......................................1452

H. V. Tuff—C|o Telegram .. .... 
Michael Healey—346 Water Street
S. Thomas—37 Mayor Avenue .. .. 
B. Oake—Central Fire Hall . 1 .. .. 
William Tuff—51 Hayward Avenue 
R. Moore—Aguathuna .. .. .. ..
Paul Bell—32 Scott Street..............
Clement Hann—Bay Bulls Road .. 
F. Kavanagh—50 Cochrane St...........
T. Doheney—Prospect Street . . ;T. 
M. Colford—45 New Gower St.
Sam Harding—35 Pleasant St .. .. 
Angus Crane—16 Pilot’s Hill .. 
John Congdon—65 Monkstown 
Roy Cole—Casey Street .. .
W. J. Shortall—141 Gower St...........
William Bishop—18 Waldegrave St. 
Roland Courage—Mayor Avenue ..

..1414 

..1400 

..1400 

..1379 

..1348 

..1322 

..1314 

..1173 

..1142 

..1110 

..1100 

..1100 
,.1094 
..1080 
..1058 
..1047 
. .1040 
..1000

M-
Mrv.

Cheques for the various amounts will be mailed to the winners during the next few days.

TOWELLING, etc., etc.
FLEECE CALICO — In 

Rerimants.
AMERICAN COTTON

FLANNEL, all shades
COTTONADES, in rem­

nants.

PRICES VERY LOW FOR SPOT CASH.
......................

CW.A.
REPORT FOR SEPTEMBER MONTH 

1924.

Visits to homes..................». ». 473
sing treatments .... 69
at Centre ., ............. W

at Centre
of children on Clinic books 872 

Cases ,. .. •• *. 3
Clinic books 27 VERT DAT ]

gave up words for actions—the open­
ing of the Emergency Hospital at 
Waterford Hall.

May we here once more give very 
grateful thanks to all citizens who ! 
have so generously supported this en­
terprise.

“Baby Week,” which stands for such 
high - ideals,—may 1 repeat them7— 
better parentage, fewer dead babies, 
healthier living babies, stronger 
children,^ happier mothers, happier 
homes and a nobler race, was success­
ful, in that It brought home to the ; 
whole City, that "the baby of to-day j 
is the citizen of, to-morrow.” Vfce-Ad- ; 
mirai Sir Frederick Field made it ^ 
clear in his opening speech the ne-1 
cesslty to “hand over this glorious 
heritage off ours” (the Empire) to a, 
strong and virile race.

A deputation was sent from our As­
sociation to the City Council during 
Baby Week .and wex most earnestly 
hope that our efforts in this direction 
will not be in vain.

We have had changes fn dor staff 
this month which create difficulties 
in organization, but with the advent 
of October we are ready and keen to 
attack the many problems that still 
exist. ‘

JANET A. ANDERSON, i 
Supt j

NEW Furnish!

eeptl8,eod,tf

in light colours 
and weights for 
Autumn wear.

A splendid variety to select from.
Samples submitted to you on re­
ceipt of postal.

Abo

IPS TO LET.
also

unfurnished offices, sample 
storage and wharfage.

H. & M. BISHOP,
885 Water Street) St John’s.

Welsh 
•aclte Coal.
the very Best Quality. 
HOUSE COAL—All Lee? 
SYDNEY SCREENED.

H. HYNES.

Heist

-W'

i will you be if you use

MUSTAD’S
HIGHEST QUALTnf

BOOT LACES—Black
oct4,10 ' '

_ r\‘. i.


