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Fashionwith a kind of malignant enjoyment; 
but he said nothing, and when Jack 
greeted him with, “Halloa, Fleming! 
This lf^a surprise! What brings you 
here?” Fleming made no response, 
but turned and walked back to the 
hut

Jack saw him next morning, work
ing with a gang af- a little distance. 
They met at supper; but Fleming had 
seated himself at the other side of the 
hut, and Jack, seeing that the mgn 
did not mean to be friendly, respected 
his aversion sad did not approach 
him. For the next two or three days 
they met at odd moments; but Steph
en made no sign at recognition, and
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deal of her time with ^Blanche; sud 
ehe was so absorbed In her outa 
trouble that she did nqt notice that 
Blanche was. watching her with • a 
kind of anxious scrutiny that did not 
fail to take note of the f«rf“that Nora, 
on her visite to the Abtie. >wed a 
greater Inclination tor Blanche's 
company than Ferndale’e, and that 
she avoided being alone with him., 

During these days Blnache grew 
very'thoughtful and somewhat sad; 
for, with a woman's quick intuition, 
she guessed that. something wae 
wrong, that Nora was suffering from 
some oppression of the mind or heart. 
But Ferndale himself had no misgiv
ings; as has been said, he himself 
was not demonstrative, and he neith
er expected . nor would have cared 
for any demonstrativeness on Nora’s 
part They were almost silent on 
their rides and walks together, and 
hie manner waa that, of a man who, 
having received a plighted word, 
would never dream of doubting lta 
truth or fulfilment.

The days dragged Into weeks, the 
autumn had arrived; and, though no 
definite time had been fixed, it was 
understood that the wedding should 
take place early In the winter; and 
Mrs. Feltham was considering men
tally already that most important 
matter, the trousseau. One morning,

Jack waited until the man 
show a kinder disposition.

On the fourth night after Fleming’s 
arrival, Jack was seated in hla fav
ourite spot by the breakwater at the 
further end of the embankment. At: 
the moment he happened to be think
ing of Fleming; wondering why the 
man had left Cherteon, and why he 
had been driven to the Island. Life 
is full of coincidences, but it seemed 
to Jack that certainly this waa a most 
extraordinary one. He was impatient 
of the man’s animosity and avoid
ance; for he wanted—though he 
dreaded—to ask for some news of— 
of Chertson. He resolved that pres
ently he would make an attempt to 
break the Ice, to get through the bar
rier Stephen’s moroseness had erect
ed between them.

Suddenly he heard the sound of 
footsteps behind him on the crisp 
gravel, and, somehow, he knew that 
they were Fleming’s. Thinking that 
It would be better to let the man 
come up and begin the talk, he sat 
still. He knocked out his pipe, and 
was reeling it when suddenly he felt 
a blow on the back of his head.

He sprang to hla feet and turned, 
with arms outstretched, to grapple 
with his assailant; but instantly the 
sky became black, the earth was
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she had loved him. 
Jack thought of her 

but seldom ; she was a painful experi- 
1 ience in his life; and, though he dwelt 

on Nora, he managed, without difficul
ty, to thrust Maud and her devoted 
love out of his mind.

Meanwhile he grew in health and 
strength. His muscles, at. no time 
puny, were as hard as iron and as 
flexible as steel; his appetite wae 
enormous; he slept like the proverbi
al top; hla mind and spirit were alive 
and alert aa they had never been in 
the old days, even when he was at his 
fittest But the monotony of his life 
wus telling on him. Like roost men 
who live in the past, he grew silent 
and retrospective. The future troll- 
bled him no more, it is true; for it 
was limited by the egg-shaped island, 
by the ctear-cut horizon at which he 
gazed, by the gruff chatter of the men 
in the hut and the conviction that 
life was indeed ended.

He got into the habit of wandering 
to the farthest point of the embank
ment and sitting, his pipe in his 
mouth, gazing out to sea and think
ing of the past It waa a dangerous 
phase of mind, and it grew on him 
day by day. He had no desire to visit 
the mainland; the delights of the lit
tle pub, to which so many of the men 
fell victims, held no c^arm for him. 
Perhaps It would have been as well 
for him it he had crossed to the main
land once or twice, and sought fresh 
society and the relief even of a mild 
drinking bout; hut Jack preferred the 
solitude of. the island, the skirl of the 
guile, the dull, monotonous plash of 
the water as it lapped on the shallow 
shore.

Once or twice he thought of his re
lations, his kinsfolk; his uncle, Lord 
Damersfleld, who would be horrified 
if he knew that Jack was working 

and would have been
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CHAPTER XXII.
Sometimes he would take the child 

for a walk, carrying her on his shoul
der when she grew tired or the peb
bly beach too hard for her unshod 
feet Perhaps Jack did not know 
then, and never will know, how great 
a consolation was the mite's love for 
him, and how the warmth of her little 

. hand in his big one stole to his heart 
and soothed its perpetual ache of long
ing. That Heaven sends its minister
ing angels in the guise of children is 
a tradition as old as the Catholic faith.

Before that first fortnight had elap
sed he had Wandered to one of the 
small farmhouses at the other and 
lower -end. of the island. As the old 
navvy bad said,. they were quaint 
places; the architecture was Dutch, 
and, as if they had caught something 
from their surroundings, the people 
at the farm Were Dutch also in their 
geniaj, hospitality. It is quite possi
ble that thejp-ecognlzed that Jack was 
of a superior order to that of his fel
low-workmen; but, anyhow, they 
greeted him cordially, offered him a 
drink of milk, and made him welcome. 
While he was drinking his milk he 
chatted with the farmer’s wife, and 
learnt, not only something of the ro
mance of the Island, but the humilia
ting fact that the Londoner, who 
thinks he knows everything, Is abso
lutely Ignorant of the whereabouts 
and the history of some of the most In
teresting places outside his twelve- 
miles radius.

For a time his toll was so arduous, 
the physical strain so great, that they 
left him no energy for thinking of the 
past; hut as the tasks became more 
accustomed and easier of accomplish
ment, his mind woke up, so to speak, 
and returned to Nora and Chertson 
Hall. He told himself that he was re
signed, that he had lost her tor ever, 
that she had passed out' of his life— 
or, rather, that he had passed out of 
hers; but, all the same, she held do>- 
minion over him, and he knew that his 
love for her had not been crushed out 
by labour which, only an athlete could 
have berne.
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| CHAPTER XXIII.
For a woman the surest way of re

membering a man is to tell herself 
that she ought to forget him. Fern- 
dale, coming straight up to the Hall, 
had told Nora of his meeting with 
Jack, of his sudden “appointment,” 
and of his probable departure from 
England; and Nora had listened cold
ly, and ‘with little surprise, as if the 
matter were one of indifference, or 
merely polite interest to her. She 
had displayed the same manner to Mr. 
Horton when, later on, he had come 
to tell her thai/he had settled busi
ness matters with Mr. Chalfonte.

Mrs. Feltham, who might have been 
expected to talk about him, appeared 
to avoid any mention of his name— 
of course,

which, at Nora’s entrance, she laid 
down hastily.
| “Anything the matt A,1 dear?" asked 
Nora.as she kissed her.

Mrs. Feltham hesitated' for a mo
ment; then, "with a somewhat nervous 
look at Nora, she replied: .“Well, I 
don’t know, dear. I haven’t heard 
from Jack for a long- while, and he 
hasn’t answered any of my letters. 
I "believe
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But nothing has come 
and, getting a little nervous, I thought 
I’d write to his friend, Mr. Tredgate; 
the barrister who occupies the cham
bers below Jack’s, you know. Such 
a very nice man."

She paused, and Nora, from the 
sldsboard where she was making a 
selection form one of the numerous 
dishes, said, with carefully modulated 
voice:

"And what does Mr. Tredgate say?"
"Well, he says that Jack has given 

up his rooms, and that he, Mr. Tred
gate, haa not heard from him, and haa 
no idea where he has gone. He thinks 
.that Jack has left England, and he 
remarks that it Is very strange that 
Jack has not written to him, because 
they were such great friends, and 
Jack generally told him everything 
of his movements.”

Mrs. Feltham hesitated again and 
glanced at a postscript to the letter, 
which ran:

“I have one or two visits,from a 
young lady, - named Grace

|y bef<
as a navvy, 
glad to help him to a more suitable 
life. But Jack was,

frexc; PROG
Nora thought she could 

guess the reason why; no doubt Mrs. 
Feltham had heard of the Maud Del- 
man scandal. In fact, It seemed to 
Nora as If every one, and every cir
cumstance, were helping her to erase 
Jack Chalfonte from her mind. And 
yet she could not forget him; for, to 
say nothing of Jim, there were so 
many Inanimate things about the 
place to keep her memory of him 
green. She never Went into the lib
rary but lTis empty chair seemed to 
reproach her

If not exactly 
proud, too much of a man to go whin
ing to his relations. No; there was 
nothing for It but to continue In that 
state of life unto which It had pleas
ed Providence to call him.

Some six weeks had passed when 
Jack, strolling along the flat beach, 
saw. one of the boats crossing from 
the mainland. The bight waa bright 
with an-early moon, and he seated 
himself on the edge of the quay: and 
watched Idly the boat as It crawled 
across the channel. There were some
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What Otl 
To Conseonce or twice she had 

paused at the open door of his bed
room and glanced in with a feeling 
as It one had died there. If she went 
down to the village she saw the new 
cottages In course

He .wondered how soon 
she and Ferndale would be married,
whether she would be happy-----s But
of course she would be happy. Why

IVe are still showing 
a splendid selec

tion of

Tweed s
and

of construction, 
and remembered how she and he had 
bent over the plans; besides, the peo
ple in the village, who had good res-’ 
sons for remembering Jack, asked her 
questions about the absent one. Then 
there was always Jim, who haunted 
her like a shadow, and had a trick 
of looking up at her with an inter
rogative appeal in his,almost human 
eyes, as If he were asking where his 
beloved master had gone, and why he 
did not come back

TO All WOMEN
Lawless,

who appears to be anxious to know 
Mr. Charidhte’s-whereabouts; but per
haps I ought not to mention this."

Mrs. . Feltham, thought , that. . ha 
ought not te have done so, and felt 
even more strongly that she' ought 
not to read the indiscreet postscript 
to Nora; though it was possible that 
the Koung lady might be only a client, 
and her visits purely business one?.

Ylt must confess I am a little wor- ‘ 
‘riled,’’ she said. “It Ii hot'like Jack 
to be inconsiderate—I mean, to be 
careless of one’s feelings; and he 
must know that I am anxious about 
him.”
» ('Why?” asked 'Nora, her brows 1 
drawn. "It isn’t uriuieal for a young , 
man'to go abroad auddenly; and Mr. 
Chalfonte Is not likely to have come 
toi any harm." , ... . - . »

q* ' -a (To be Cdhtibued.) 1
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Fleming. For a moment Jack 
thought his Imagination had played 
him false; but' It wag not ao—the 
moon was ehlning full upon the 
men’s faces, and Jack saw that It was 
Indeed 'Stephen Fleming. Stephen, 
with the same sullen stoop and 
thrust of the head, but with a Shrunk
en figure and a face like that of a 
man possessed of a haunting trouble, 

It was this ex-
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combined
with this questioning look, was one 
of sympathy, as If Jim knew that ehe, 
too, waa thinking of Jack.

Her conscience being, ill at eaae In 
respect to him, Nora, after the way 
of women, was particularly kind and 
gentle to Ferndale.

MEND-A-TEAR !disturbance, aa It
a malignant devil, 
pression on the man’s face which 
kept Jack from going forward to 
meet and greet ' him. Stephen filed 
off with the other new-conjefs, and 
Jack, hla heart all on the ache with 
the memories Stephen’s presence had 
awakened, sauntered away- to brood 
on the past

He waa returning to the hut when 
he met Fleming face to face. For a 
moment the man stood as If turned 
to stone, and gazed at Jack as at a 
ghost; then, aa he saw that Jack waa 
real flesh and blood, the red mounted 
to Fleming’s face, an evil light shone
a_ ______ a- im. ____*_______. ______
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