
THE EVENING TELEGRAM,-ST, JOHN’S, NEWFOUNDLAND, JANUARY 26, 1918—2

I Reuben would blame him—perhaps 
hate him, tor thus having defrauded 
him of his Inheritance. Indeed, so 
gloomy were the thoughts that passed 
through the old man's mind, that more 
than once the temptation assailed him 
to keep silent even now; but hie love 
for Reuben was strong enough to over­
come It <

Their way took them past the 
Orange, and the evening was fast 
drawing In. - In the lane In which 
Reuben had Men accused of poach­
ing, they heard voices from the seat 
on the other side of the hedge;- and 
Wynter placed his finger on his lip, 
as he grasped Reuben's-arm tightly. 
The two stopped short; their foot­
steps had evidently hpen unheard on 
the soft clayey road, and Reuben Im­
mediately recognised the speakers. 
They were old Orlley and" Morgan | 
Verrier! He could hear every word 
distinctly.

"Master Morgan," said old Grlley, 
in his harsh, creaking voice, “I've 
been speaking to your father! You 
don't know what a mess we're In."

"I ought to- by this time," snarled 
Morgan. "You’ve talked about noth­
ing else ever since you met me."

“Yes, yes, I know," said old Grlley 
soothingly. "It’s not your fault Mas­
ter Morgan, though you have flung 
the money about too. It's the squire’s 
speculations are the worst Anyhow, 
between one thing and the other, 
there’s not another penny to be got I : 
till you’ve married Miss Olive." ,

“I tell you she won’t marry me for |, 
another two months,

MILLIONS DIE both heard. It will nearly kill Sir Ed­
win.”

Reuben stopped short; he had for­
gotten the baronet’s state of health.

"It can’t be helped," he said, “un­
less----- " He broke oil as a sudden
thought flashed through his mind.

“Unless whatf" asked Wynter.
"Unless we let Morgan, do it,” re­

plied Reuben, his eyes flashing bitter­
ly.

The old man stared at him. “What!” 
he cried.
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be deceived and insulted by that ras­
cal! Why, Reuben, of what can you 
be thinking 7”

Reuben laughed. “I'll convince 
them one and all," he said; “or, ra­
ther, Gran, well let them convince 
themselves. They won’t believe our 
words, perhaps, but they'll believe 
their own eyes and ears. The vil­
lains have done one good thing, any­
how; they’ve told you the truth of 
my wrongdoing."

“Oh,.Reu, lad,” said Wynter, "don’t 
reproach me; the plot was a deep 

1 one."
"Yes, yes; forgive me, Gran,” said 

the young man remorsefully. “These 
brutes have stirred up every bitter 
feeling in me. You leave this to me, 
Gran, and I’ll attend to my affairs 
afterward. This Is the last plot Mr. 
■Morgan will ever make.”

The two had by this time reached 
the .village Inn, where they put up for 
the night
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with a wicked chuckle. “You'll man- 
j age her right enough. She won’t 
know there’s anything wrong till 
you’re well past the Grange. Then 
tell her that you’re determined to take 
her away, and that if she goes quiet­
ly, you’ll marry her; If not—well, 
you know what yon said to the other 
—pretty Polly.”

“Leave her alone!" said Morgan, : 
with an oath. j

“Well," continued Grlley, with a 
cruel note creeping into his voice, | 
“then, If- she’s not quiet you can 1 
threaten that yon won’t marry her. j 
Shell come down quick enough then, I 
Hi warrant you, when she thinks of 
her good name being trailed In the 
dirt Oh, she’ll give In, right
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Nothing could be gained 
by troubling the Seymours until the 
last minute, and Reuben and Wynter, 
both thoroughly tired out with the ex-' 
citement of their meeting and their 
long day’s journey, were soon over­
come by sleep.

CHAPTER XXXI.

PRIDE BEFORE A FALL.

“Well, well, lad,’’ he said; “we shall 
see—the old man’s always done his 
best for you; he meant it all for the 
best You’ve always been hanny with

growled Mor­
gan.

Reuben’s heart leaped within him 
as he heard this, and he looked at 
Wynter with shining eyes.

“We shall be sold up, stock and 
barrel, if money is not forthcoming at 
once. Marry Olive, and you can raise 
money on the fortune which she will 
have from her mother as soon as she 
is twenty-one—only a matter of a year 
from now,” said Grlley.

"Well, how’s It to be done?” asked 
Morgan. “I'm sick of your schemes. 
I declare I never slept a month after 
we broke into that riding fellow’s cot­
tage and the library. I can’t force 
her to marry me, can I?"

"Why notj" asked his companion, 
with a chuckle, for which Reuben 
could have choked him. “Run away 
with her and marry her by special li­
cense. You’ll save all the expense of 
the wedding, and, what is more Im­
portant, there will be no settlements 
made. Her money sflll he yours."

"But how can I run away with 
her?" said Morgan. “I can’t pick her

The C. L. MARCH CO., Ltd.,
CHAPTER XXXII.

THE ABDUCTION.
ON. the following morning, the day 

on which Olive was to be torn ruth­
lessly from her home, Reuben was up 
with the dawn, and drove over to Sed- 
ley. Ftom there he went back to 
Bingleigh Hall, but what plans he had 
made he refused to disclose till later 
in the day, saying that he wanted to 
see what would happen first

Wynter was Inclined to be hurt at 
his reticence; but knowing his own 
secret he soon got over his ill humer, 
and waited patiently for the night to 
come.

Meanwhile, Olive was happily 
enough employed at Bingleigh Hall. 
She had resolutely put aside all 
thoughts of the dark future which 
still lsy before her, however much 
she might endeavor to delay Its ad­
vent

Neither Sir Edwin nor Olive had 
come Into contact with the Craven-

Corner Water and Springdale Streets, St. John’s,
Reuben stared at him. “Why, of 

course, Gran—always. You can’t tell 
what a weight it is off my mind to 
think I have found you like this.”

As he spoke, his thoughts turned 
back to Polly, and he told the pitiful 
story to Wynter, who struck the table* 
with his hand.

"She shall be avenged; by Heaven, 
she shall.”

It was then arranged that Wynter 
should accompany Reuben on his mis­
sion of vengeance; and here it was 
that Reuben blessed the lucky stroke 
of Lord Cravenden’s pick. Gold is an 
all-powerful weapon, and will move 
the very mountains If only suflicient 
Is at hand. Reuben suggested that the 
entire company should take a holiday 
of a week or more at his expense, and, 
having provided himself with plenty 
of ready money previous to his rail­
way journey, he proved a veritable 
blessing to the little company.

Accordingly, having seen that none 
would suffer by Wynter's absence, the 
two set off on their way and traveled 
by road, as in former days. Old Wyn­
ter, though he dropped many a mys­
terious hint, would give no clew as to 
how he was going to help Reuben; and 
the younger man, little guessing the 
changes that awaited him, was con­
tent to let him do as he desired.

Wynter had the precious proofs with 
him, but he meant to put off parting 
with his “lad" to the very last minute.
He felt that, the secret once known, 
things would never be the same be- Wynter restrained him. 
tween them
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"Well,” continued old Grlley, "the 
coachman will drive you to Sedley, 
where the old parson lives—Davis is 
his name; and when you’i% spliced, 
take my advice and carry her off to 
Paris. Luggage can follow, and you 
can write a pretty letter to the old 
man, telling him how much you love 
her. D’ye see, Master Morgan?"

Morgan laughed with m&liclons en­
joyment

“’Pon my soul, you're JML genius, 
Grlley! You'd have made your tor- 
tune as director of a city company.”

“I leave that to the squire,” grunt­
ed the old rascal. "You say ’done,’ 
Master Morgan, and1 leave the rest to

5c. The Crescent
Afternoon, 2.den, with his wife and mother, had 

already gone to town. So few were 
the servants at the Hall, that the gos- 

! sip of his marriage and return had 
' not yet filtered through.

Sir Edwin had received an urgent 
message to come to the Grange, and, 
feeling much better, had accepted the 
invitation to dinner which accompan­
ied it Olive’s name was not mention­
ed ; and, being only too glad to escape 
the company of Morgan, who, she 
knew from the faithful Topsy, bad ar­
rived at the Grange on the preceding 
day, she had persuaded Sir Edwin to 
go alone. When the time came for 
him to leave, the old man wae seized 
with a strange reluctance.

“A foolish, fancy, my dear,” he said, 
as he kissed her, “but I wish you were 
coming, too. Are you sure you won't 
change your mind?"

“Quite, dear," returned Olive. "Why, 
father," she went on playfully, “I 
should think you've been tied to my 
apron strings quite long enough. You 
ought Jo be glad to get out glone for 
a change. Mind you have a good 
time."

She went- with him to the head of 
the steps; and the last thing he saw, 
as he looked back, was her graceful 
figure against the light

(Tç be continued.)
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"Not another drop,” promised his 

companion; adding, In the next breath 
“but I have to drink, Grlley; I’m 
haunted—haunted by ghosts!"

His voice had a new dread In it— 
almost a horror—that even Impressed 
Grlley.

"Ghosts!" he echoed.
“Yes," said Morgan. "Come, let’s 

get home; I feel as If they are all 
around me—that girl and that riding 
felloe they haunt met”

Grlley muttered some soothing re­
ply, and the two men walked away. 
For the minute, Reuben and Wynter 
stood transfixed, then Reuben turned 
almost fiercely on the elder man as 
he whispered:

"Good heavens! What brutes! 
What’s to be done?"

"Get to Bingleigh first,” said Wyn­
ter, practically. “We can either warn 
Sir Edwin not to go—or Miss Sey­
mour herself. The scoundrels!" he 
muttered, as they plodded along. 
"Not satisfied with getting the estate 
Into their dutches, they mean to In­
sult that poor girl. Thank Heaven, 
we heard them!"

“Perhaps we shan't be believed," 
Reuben said moodily, as they neared 
the village.

“Impossible.” said Wynter. "We
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