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" THE INVASION OF ENGLAND

Lord Roberts” Speech’in_the House of Lords— A Powerful Pléa for Home Defence b.y'a‘Man
Whose Services to His Country Entitle Him to be Heard—Command of the Sea, He Points
Out, is Altogether Insufficient to Meet the Menace of a Land' Force,
: : ) % y
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On November 23rd 1 ine House of
Lords, Earl Roberts delivered his now
famous speéch dealing with the poesi-
bility of an invagion of the English
coast ' oy - g toreign enemy. - Brief
cable ‘' éondénsations  of the' Earl’s
speéech were printed in Canafdian news-
papersi#at the time. - Copics of the
London. Times arriving in Montreal
this week give the speech in detail.

Earl Roberts rose to call attention
to Lord Tweedmouth’s statement on
May 18 last, and to ask if the Coin-

e -of «Imperial Defence thereini
eferred-to has arrived at any concli-

respeet 1o the necessity for |

intry. against Anva- |
cone

the facts © and

by the Chairman oi

205; and to move to resolve: /|

“That in the opinion of this House
ihc defence of these islands necessi- |
tates. the immediate attention of His |

£oldier, whose unfitness for service in
the field thev then pointed out in no
measured terms. And this eéncour-
ages civilians. who have not had the
same opportunities for forming a cor-
reet opinion on’ the: subject; to think
that military preparation and  ade-
quate training aré quite urinecessary.
and that all that is required to ensure
our country’s safety ig to have ' on
paper-a certain number of men, guns
and horses, to be turned inte a fights
ing force if the enemy will give us
2ix ‘months’ notice of his intention td
attack.

Mr. Haldane’s Scheme.

I implore you, my lords, to study
112 question for yourselves, and to
atisfy yourselves whether the terri-
torial army, as at present constituted,
will be sufficient in numbers and effi-
cient in quality for what it is requir-
ed. Consider whether a week’s or a
fortnight’s training for two or three
years will suffice to make a lad, who

Majesty’s government to the provision ; has never been drilled or has mever

army so . strong in numbers and so
“efficient in quality that the most for- |
midable foreign nation would hesitate
b0 atiempt a landing on these shores”;
and also to move to resolve, “That in
the opinion-of this House it is desir-
able, in view of altered strategie ¢on-
ditions in the North Sea, that His
Majesty’s government should, follow-
ing the precedent set by Mr. Baliour
in 1905, make a statement on the in-
vasion problem, and should state de-
finitely the conclusions arrived at ds
the result of the recent inquiry by the
Committee of -Imperial Defence.”
Continuing, the Earl said-:
My lords, during the last two years
[ have endeavored from time to time
to induce your lordships to take into
yvour Berious consideration the vitally
important question of horic defencs,
but for some reason, unaccountable to
me, my efforts have hitherto been in
vain. 1 cam understand the genera]l
public turning a deaf eat to warnings |
“hat are distasteful to them. They |
e for the most parf 86 fully occupied
with their own affairs and their in-
dividual struggles for existence that !
they do not trouble themselves much |
as to what is going-on in the outside
wotld, but are content to trust the
safety of their country to those whose
duty it is to watch over it and to take
all possible measures for its protécs
tion. That duaty is yours, my lords,
as it is the duty of those elected by
the people to look after their inter-
ests. t is a sacred duty and I am
deeply <oncerned it should be heglect-
ed and that the warnings of men, who,
like myselt have earnestly studied the
subject, against a_danger which  ap-
pears to us to.be all too * obvious,
should- have fallen hitherto on utter-
Iy stony ground. For my ,oras, - if
yvou, who know from history the fate
that overtogk all former great, and
floutishing maritime and commercial
states which. refused to undergo the
peréonal sacrifice that alone could
ensure. the safety of their possessions
—if you, who have the best means of
ascertaining wheat is taking place in
other countries, and whé ought to
be able to zealize that our naval supre-
macy is being disputed, can rest satis-
fied to leave matters as they are, and,
ignoring the great responsibility that
regts upon you, neglect to do all in
your power to gef this country placed
. such. a state of defence as would
make even the most powerful foreign
nation hesitate to attack it, I cannot
help feeling that a terrible awakening
rmay be in store for us at no very dis-
tant period. (Cheers.)

Specious Argument.
is impressed upon the British
ic by a certain number of politi-
3, whose sole object apparently is
:duce military expenditure, with-
out any thought of the proportionate

rick to the country, that an invasion |
imposaibility, a mere delusion |
v al the |
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rmists, who regard
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prey
on these -islands. 3¥
H another school the peaple are tgld
a= long as we have command of
sea, there is nothing to dread, for
reign troops could ever land on
izslysoil. And, my lords, they are
reated by a third party to believe
t a second line of 315,00 citizen sol-
officered by men but slightly ac-
ited with the rudiments of sol-
and with only the veneer of
which is to be given to such
if them as choose to receive it, will be
able to withstand and repulse the
i y-traingd troops of a first-rate
military power. If the general pub-
lic are.led astray in this way by those
10 whom they look for guidance, how
is it possible for them to come to any
osher gomclusion than that there is no
need Mo trouble ourselves about in-
vagion or to undergo the smallest
personal sacrifice for our country?
Dut vou, my lords, have the means
of judging for yourselves whether the
politicians, in their anxiety to obtain
iunds,  for, -no doubt, most laudable
objeéts, may not reduce the navy and
sy to such an ‘extent as would ren-
sr them incapable of performing the
taties for ﬂgzh they are maintained:.
You' d’ able also - to’ satisfy
yourselvés ‘whether the navy -alone,
dnider all eventnalities; could ensure
your slumbers never ‘being disturbed.
But whatever conclusions .you -may
arrive at on these twe peinfs,.let me
gt" ‘of - you not to debeheve
“'gn ’imexperienced, inadequater
; p d ‘sécond dine of cit'aer:' :Oblc:

iers could cope &uecessfully Wit
ghly organized -highly trained
roops. that would -assuredly be select-
d-for dn ‘attack on this country.
.} ““Do niot allow yourselves to
&"hd "‘II by specious  argument,
which 3s all the mere dangerous from
fact that it accords with what we
“wieh to believe. It really
D that all elesses in their

anxiéty to give Mr.

(m addition to a powerful navy) of an f fired a rifle, into a useful
|

Haldane fair | unnecessary. My

soldier.
And as régards the much-needed six
months’ training, supposing for argu-
ment’s sake that we could ealculate
on being given six months’ warning,
‘an we feel absolutely certain that
the few patriotic employerda who have
allowed their men to join the territor-
ial army, and are good enough to
spare them for a week or fortnight’s

{training yearly, would or could con-
| semit to their being taken away for
|six months, during which time their

business would go to pieces, while
their competitors in trade, who have
refused to allow their men to serve
their country, would be reaping great
benefit irom their selfishness and
want if patriotism? My lords, a home
defence army is either required or it
is -not required. Ii you come to the
coneclusion that it i3 net required-and
that the navy can do all that is need-
ed, I would ask you what ecan be the
object of spending vast enms of money
on Mr, Haldaené’s - territorial army
echeme. But if a home defence army
is required—and the only purpose for
which it can be required is to resist
invasion, and that possibly without
any previous notice—then gurely com-
mon sense tells us that it must be on
a scale and s6 organized os t6 ensure
its* being able to deal successfully
with any troops to which-it is likely
to be opposed. (Cheers.) The ques-
tion, then, on which I desire to -fix
yvour- attention is whether invasion of
thig country is possiblee oxr is not
passible, for it is upon the.answer. ta
this question that the necessity for
our having an efficient army for home
defence rests. The facts that my
poble and gallant friend Lord Lovat
and I are about_tg place before you
may, we hope, help you to come to a
definite conelusion on this subjeet,
and, holding the views we doy it wilk
be an intense relief to us if we ean
?cnvince your lexdships that our de-
ensive. arrangements cannot be left}
as they are without the ‘«afetysof the
country béimg seriously “endangered.
{Cheers.) My :lords, vou will, no
doubt, remember that Mr. Bafour, in
his-position as chairman o- the Com-
mittee of ‘Tmperial Defenc.,, madé a
speech in the House of (i.mons on
May 11, 1905, in -whieh hc indieated
the doneclugions the commiitce had ar-
rived ‘at on the subjeet oi home de-
fence. These conclusions were hased
on data furnished by the Admiralty
with reférence to France, which coun-
try Mr. Balour selected because he
said it is “the great naiion which is
nearest to us and from which invasion
would be the most easy.”” But more
recent enquiries -have shown that, al-
though the data may have come coOr-
rect as to Franee in 1905, wney are
not correct as regards Germany in
1908. The conditions by which Mr.
Balfour was guided are completely
changed—as the right hon. gentleman
stated at the time was likely fo hap-
pen—and I trust it will be poseible
t v your lordships that we can

el ourselves safe from'thg
ol invasion, and that Lovd
{ Lo and 1 age ju.s.i[e-,,llin oilee OT(
{ pressing the question of home deience
i:wun 1}1;'!.\ House. (Cheers.) Mr. B:,'l'
| jour. in stating the problem to the
House of Copmons, assumed as an
hypothesis that “‘our regular army was
ahroad upon some over-sea expedi-
tion, and that onTt organized fleets in
permanent commiésion were absent
from home waters.”  He then pro-
ceeded to explain the amount of ton-
nage necessary for 70,000 men, whieh
was concidered to-be the eniallest force
I with which, undet the most favorzble
circumatances, an invasion could
pessibly be made; the number  of
ships suitable for such‘ a force avail-
able im French perts throughout the
year; the time required’for embarka-
tion .and - disemberkation; _and the
places where landings were most like-
v to be attempted.

The Sense of Security.

After discussing alt the pros and
cons as to the manner in which >1§(-ll
| an invasion would probably be carried
out, Mr. Balfour concluded with these
| words: “T trust T have convinced the
{ House, that cven in these supposi-
tions, unfavorablé as' they are” (to
us) “‘serioms invasion of these islan‘ds
is not apossibility which we need dis-
chss.”’> This.etrongly-expressed opin-
of Mf. Balionr’s’ Hag had a most un-
fortunate effect. (Hear, hear.) The
War Office; which up.to that time had
been preparing a home defence army
equail to any emergency then eon-
templated, at once stopped all schémies
for resiéting an invasion, aml‘_domy-d
that it was only necessary to, provide
against a conple of small rnid's of
5,000 men each, while the public ac-
cepted the stafement with delight. Tt
was, indeed,, just what they wanted to
head. They were only too glad to
have such high authority for eonfirm-
ing their belief that the military pre-
leautions against invasion are entively
lords, ‘T have

to |2

lay and help him in the arduous task | good reason for knowing that this is
e has undertaken; havebecome some- |the ease, for, in my endeavors to con-

* hypnotized. Soldiers appar-vince our fellow-countrymen. that it|thé channel.
founded | is ‘their sacred duty to prepare them-
eonvictions of [selves to take a useful part

tly ti their ‘well
B i

&5t 3
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nly a ‘ago, seem now pre-
‘&‘wnu’b??be“me stamp- of |irequently met with this -response:

in the

defence of their own homes, I am

1Ot _homes are in no danger; why
#hould we do anything of the sort?
No-army is needed for home defence,
for' we ‘have the late Prime Minister’s
ussurance: that invasion is a matter
about which wé need not trouble our-
selves.” - This setiled conviction -js
not confined to the proletariat, for
Lord Lovat can téll you tna:z at the
publie schools and univérsities whieh
he wisited when preparing a schemec
“for a reservé- of officers, one of  the
chief reasans puf forward by the mas-
ters and graduates for not respending
to his ecall ‘was their belief in the
immunity of these ilands from in-
vasion. His expérience was the
samme when subsequently serving.on a
War Office committee appointed by
Mr. ‘Haldane for a similar purpose.
1t thus became evident to us that it
was hopeless to look for any improve-
{ment in the home army so long ‘as
{this false belief in our:security from
invasion should so widely exist, and
we are determined to find out whe-
ther the information furnished to Mr.
Balfour three or four years ago as to
the power of France to invade this
country was in all respects correet;
whether it was applicable to-Germany
at the present time, and whetheg any
fresh data regarding the movement of
troops by sea could be obtained by a
study of the Russo-Japanese wer.

The Problem of German Invasion.

Great pains have been taken to get
at the truth, and our researches have
proved that the question of invasion
now differs materially from the aspect
it presented when Mr. Balfour made
his speech in 1905. To begin = with,
Mr. Balfour only considered the'gues-
tion from the point of view of the n-
vading fotce coming from France,
while we havegone into it on the sup-
position that it would come from Ger-
many. By taking France as an in-
stance of the quarter from which dan-
ger might arise; Mr. Balfour did s0
only to illustrate his argument.- That
did not imply hostility to France cr
fear of France. So far was that from
being the casethat Mr. Balfour’sgov-
ernment was at that time drawing
closer to France. What Mr. Balfour
claimed, and was so well justified in
claiming, when, he referred to Frace,
I claim for my analogous reference to
Germany. (Hear, hear.) It implies
no hostility, - which it -would be im-
posgible for me of all people to feel
in the slightest degree. It implies no
fear. What we are bound to-do, with-
out offence or without suspicion .of
foreignt countries; is to take- their mil-
itary 'position into account in consid-
éting what ought to be‘our own mil-
itary arrangements.; This is done ev-
ery day in case of the mavy: without
‘offence being meant or taken. We are
constantly <~ ministers, Government,
and all—discussing our navy with di-
rect, reference to the strength of for-
eign navies.  Why should .we give -

}sfmme by diseussing our:army .in the

sameér way? (Hear, hear.)'. With fe-
gard, then, to Germanv, my lords,
we have ascertained without the poa-
gibility of’a doubt that vessels suit-
able for aeccommodating 230,000° men
are at all times available -in the
northern ports of Germany; that, as
the result of their new “service law,’
by which the period with the colors is
decreased and the period in the re-
gerve increased, that number of men
could be collected during several
months in the year, in the distriets
nearest to those ports, without -any
fuss or mobilization arrangements
being put into foree; that the railway
facilities are such as would admit of
an army of that strength being
brought to the several ports and em-
barked in a much shorter time than
had been stated with regard to
¥rance; that, instead of three" tons
per man being required, as was pre-
viously estimated, ane and a half ton
would -be quite sufficient for all pur-
poses; and that, with the enormous
boat accommodation of the big mod-
ern liners, with the frequent practice
of troops in embarking and disem-
barking, with the education givenito
the -officers of the’ mercantile marine
serving in the reserve, and. with the
various mechanical appliances. which
now exist, the disembarkation of Ger-
man troops could be ‘carried out far
more expeditiously than had  been
thought possible in'the casé of French
troops. In other words, our research-
es have proved that a force of 150,000
German soldiers could be transportéd
in the same humber of vessels that
Mr, Balfour had been informed would
be ‘needed for half that number: of
Erench soldiers, and that.the eém-.
barkation and disembarkation would
oecupy a much shorter period than
was supposed to be necessary for the
smaller force. It is true that the dis-
tance  is greater from Germany %o
England thdan from France to Eng-
land, but this is only an apparent dis-
advantage, for German ports are
really nearer te those places on our
eastern coast most likely to be se-
leéted for the disembarkation of' an
invading army, than are the ports on
which . our own <fleets ‘are usually
based. (Cheers.) Then a glance at
the chart of the North-Sea will show
you that the German bhase is in a
sense deuble, since it ineludes both
the North Sea and . the Baltic, and
for - naval purposes theso two bases
are practically one, 'owing to their, ne-
ing connected by the Kaiser Willielm
¢anal.

Its Feasibility.

Another and. most important advan-
tage to Germany is that, owing te the
tailways- being in the hands of the
 state, all the preliminary * arvangé-
ments, up to the actual despateh of
the troops, could be carried out with
infinitely more secrecy” : than - in
France. Another and cqually impor-
tant advantage is that, owing to the
North ' Sea being less - crowded with
shipping than the English Channel,
once the German transports had
started, they gould proceed to théir
respective objectives with much less
chance of being deteeted than would
be the case with French transports in
With the facts we are
able to give you, my lords, and which
we have been at pains to Wverify, 1T
think you must realize that in Ger-
many there would be no difficuity 4s

e e DS
ber of troops bo-
ly d -as to. the
“fonnage needed . for the
tra 1 B {»..'_ﬁw «sgme peing always
'Wm ‘as tb the great local in-
cilities * that’’ exist- for emparkation
purposes. The only question that re-
mains is.the questjon of the. feasibil-
Lty of keeping us.in dgnorance of what
was- happening until toe late for us
fo prevent a
of abeolute secrecy is ‘One on:ivhich
we “do not insist. We hold that an
invasion wotild be in the nature of a
surprise, at a time when it was least
expected, and when we might be—as
at the present moment—quite unpre-
pared for it." (Hear, hear.) "We place
no faith in our * receiving 'sufficient
warning, ‘and we believe that, owing
to the entirely different ' conditions
which' prevail in these two countries,
what would be impossible in  Great
Britain would -be quite impossible in
Gérmany.  Thé German government
is methodical, and in time of crisis
would™ practically become an: éxeen-
tive despotism, with contrel over the
telegraph and post offices, over the
railways, and, above all, over_the
press; and under such econditions it
might be difficult, if not .mpossible,
for us to ascertain what was going
on. (Cheers.)

Eluding the Fleet.

Then the North Sea is open, and
our coast line opposite Germany is
extended. The Germang have the
choiée of landing at viarious places on
our ghores, and up to the very end
we might remain in ignoranece as to
their intentions. Even if the surprise
ghould fail and we knew that the Ar-
mada had started, our fleets might
miss what they were hunting for;
they might, so to speak, grope vainly
for their object in the ‘metaphorical
initial “‘fog of war.” intensified as ;f
might be by an actual sea fog in the
English Channel which constantly
causes such disastér 1o our shipping,
and they might riever have the oppor-
tunity to strike, as has happened over
and over again with our most expe-
rienced commanders, There is, there-
fore, a -clance, and @' very gerious
chance, thdt a German army might
gét into this country ds a result sim-
ply of the the efficiency of the meas-
ures taken' to Secure secrecy, and
against this the utmost strength and
resources of our navy can give us Lo
protection  whatever. (Hear, hear).
The Germans are perfectly aware tnat
it would be essential for their trans-
ports to elude our fleets. In order to
effect this—the only obstacle tg a sus-
cessful - invasion of these isles—
would they not naturally and neces
rily resort 1o-every deceptive device
of war? © Would they not try to mislead
and distract the flcets? They would
most -assuredly  nét. confine. them-
selves, as weé have always hitherto
been asked to bélieve, to one large ex-
pedition offering the broadest target,
and enabling ws t07 ‘concentrate our
efforts on that farget, which would oe
greatly tg-simply duriproblem: Would
thoy mot rather draw us and otir at.
tention “away frotnitheir -main objec-
tive by ~despatehing ione of two small
raids,  which we adnyittedly could net
be sure of intercepting, to points oth-
er than those selected: for the land-
ing? ' Our naval fevces might be en-
tangled in the purswit ofcthose:minor
Fospeditions, - and; ‘while we shoukd; be
engaged in trying to deal with theny,
the main debarkat®on might be taking
place undisturbed.- (Hear, hear.) It
is* surely ‘quite elear that if we have
to. depend upen a brief warning either
irom -our agents. abroad, or upon our
scouting system on the seas, we could
not be certain for some time. whether
we  Mad:to deal with the expedition
meant to aet as .a feint or with the
real attack. I will,not now attempt
to. work this. out in detail, but that
sueh methods might succeed at sea,
as they have fepeatedly succeeded in
surprise operations on land, must be
guite obvious. (Hear, hear.) :

But let us tak& the next point in
connection with the secrecy essential
to the successful landing of the main
invasion, It must bo perfectly well
known to the German General Staff
and  the German Admiralty that we
might be more effectually distracted
by false information than by silent
gectecy. A rumor might be allowed
to: be spread abroad at the last mo-
ment that an attack would be made
on certain points of our coast’ where
no atteck was really intended, or a
raid of from ten-to fifteen tnousand
men, or a couple of raids ‘of that
strength, might actually be sent
towards those points when their -ob-
ject had' been attained. Anyhow, my
lords, it seems eclear to me that we
have really no goaranfee whatever
that our fleets* would certainly sue-
ceed in intercepting the main Arma-
da of a German invasion. It would
be folly, m¥ lords, to shut our eyes to
the possibilities I have endeavored to
deseribe; at. any . rate, nobedy can
now deny that they arc possibilities,
and not—as the people of the eonntry
have been assured—impossibilities.
Grave responsibility rests upon any
one who misleads our eountrymen by
encouraging them to continue in their
belief that an invasion of those shores
is impossible. (Cheers.) I think you
must know that TLord Lovat and I
have no private ends fo serve, and
that the safetv of our cpuntry is our
only aim. - Thetefore, when we tell
you, after the most matured consider-
ation, that it is our firm conviction
that it 1s perfectly possible for .our
flecis to be efféctually misled “and
evaded, and-that this country might
be invaded bhefore having the..oppor-
funity of bringing her tremendous: sea
power into play, you must, I think,
agree that, when a scrious difference
of opmion exists on“guch a. vital
point, it is wiser to place surselves on
the safe side by aeting as ii the dan-
ger. were a reality, rather than by al-
Jowing ourselves té be. persuaded by
those who deny the danger to take no
steps to meet it... ‘However much we
may desire: peace, stirely . the start
ling events that have oceurred in the
near East within the last twe months
must. have brought it home to the
nost carcless observer that nothing
can save a country which is unpre-
pared to proteet itself and safeguard
its 'own possessions.  No allian@es, no
treaties, avail,. Every nation must
depend upon itself, and if, as. T have
frequently said before; we continue to
neglect to take the’ most ordinary pre-
cautions, we may some day find our-
selves at the mercy of the invader and
forced fo submit to the most ignomin-
{ious. terms. (Cheers.) And I would
cremind those who think thai a power-
"ful navy is, all we need that our re-

ding,: ‘The question |

we ‘might at any timeé have to send
our home fleets,. or portions of them,
to.distant ‘parts of the world, to Asia,
Afrieca, America, Australasia, or even
to places in Europe, as we have had
frequently to do.in days, gone by,
while ‘a - foreign mavy—with ho’ such
responsibilities—might be collected in
full force in-our immediate neighbor-
hood in a position to- take advantage
of ‘the absence of our protectors._

' .The Growth of Germany.

However we look at it, is it not evi-
i dent that the danger which we insist
-is_becoming ewery day more threaten-
i ing .and the undertaking every day
{more practicable? Within one single
decade "Germany has created, taking
ships and men together, and counting
intellectual organisation “as - well as

mechanical resources, the greatest sea |

power that has yet existed except our
own. At this very moment formida-
| ble—if perfectly legitimate and praise-
| worthy—measures are being taken for
the farther inerease of that power
The Gefman North Sea harbors are
being fmproved. The Kaiser Wilhelin
canal i8 to be widened and deepcned.
No ports' in the world are so

cilities as are the German
None are kept so carefully up to date,

coming each day more efficient. in re-
spect of the number and speed of its
large steamships. Day
period required for every stage of an
iinvading operation i3 madé shgrter,

are increased. . Severe as has been the
financial strain lately, there never
has been in the German parliament
anything like such a large majorit)
in favor of naval developments s
there now is. And the point which
Lord Lovat and I particularly desire
to impress upon this House and upon
the eountry generally is that we ean
never he certain of defeating an at-
tempted invasion by naval ‘means
alone: Even those who persist in be-
lieving in the hmprobability eof such
an attempt ever being made must ad-
mit that-it-is the-improbability that
constantly happeng in war as in poli-
ties, and ‘that it is the unexpected
ithat most often succeeds in war.
(Cheers.) Tt is calculated that there
are 80,000: Germans in the United
Kingdom, almost all of them trained
soldiers. They work many of the ho-
tels at some of the chief railway sia-
tions, and if a German foree once, got
into this country it would have -the
advantage of help and reinforcements
such as no other army on foreign soil

The Command of the Sea Argument.

I will not take up much more of your
time, but hefera T put -the motion that
stand2 in my name there are two pcints
to whieh ‘T wish to draw ‘I)‘"(“'] aviea-
tion. One is that, for the purpose of in-
vasion, it.is not an absolute neces:ity for
a natiofi to have command of the sca in
the sense :that command of the sea is
generally understeod. - Loeal or tempor-
ary command would “suffiee. The Ger-
mans are fully aware of < this, and in
General  Bronsort  von  Scheliendorf’s
text-hook on “The Duties ¢of the General
Staff,”’ after pointing out how in former
wars “the want of a strong, navy . has
heen hitterly felt,” and explajning how,
in arder “to.cooperate  effectively, the
army and navy must have a common ob-
jective—namely, the rapid destruction af
ithe enemp’'s, forces’’—he goes o4 fo say,;
“the advantages of gaining the command
of the sea, at least for a time, and there-
by making pcssible the transport of
troops by sea, may justify the loss of our
own fleet.”” (Cheers). These are remark-
able words, not only because they repre-
sent the hest German teaching on the co-
opcération of the two services in war, but
because they  convey a warning which 1
me<¢ earnestly beseech vyou, and the
country general, to také to heart.
(Cheers).

The other point is that, no matter how
strong and powerful our navy is,” the
main preventive of invasion is a- numer-
cus and efficient home army, and the
main temptation to invasion'is thie want
of sneh an army—the knewledge, in fact
that the country to he invaded is depend-
ent for its defence upon an uncertain
cumber of inadequately trained citizen
soldiers. Even if our navy were dopble
as sirong as it is relatively to that of
others powers, the necessity f{cr main-
taining "a sufficient and eflicient citizen
army for home defence would still he an
essential condition of peace and security
as well as of public confidence. (Cheers),
That citizen army must be numerically a
certainty, and strong enough, and suffi-
ciently trained, to enable it to hold ‘ts
own successfully against at least 150,000
highly-trained continental scldiers. In
crder to do.this and to meet the othe:
many demands that would be made upon
it, the ecitizen army must eonsist of a
million of men. 1f you will bear with me
for a few minutes longer I will explain
why such a large number is neeessary,
what the territorial army now eonsists
of, and how impessible it would be for
it ,even if it ever attains its established
strength, to do all that is noeded. 1 ex-
pressly refer to the territorial army he-
cause that is the only portion of our
military forees the ccndition: of which
affects the gunestion at issue, for it stands
to reason that theré is much
chance of an invasion heing
when the regular army is . abroad than
when that army would be available to
take part in the defence of this count ry.

The actnal sitnation, my lerds, at'the
present moment is as follows: Strength
of the Territorial Foree, say 200,000 men -
sireng: h of thp Spe 1 Reserve, say 60,
000 met surplus of Regulars aftér the des-
patch of the expeditionary -force, which,
owing to the Army Resefve heing tempo-
rarily increased hy the reduciion of hat-
talieps- and the three véars' enlisiinent
selieme: introduced © by ‘Loed Middleton.
row stands at a highor than the néfmal
figure, say. - 93.000-“Aotal - available - for
kome defence; say, 253,000, From these
figures musc be dedueted 15-per cent., for
sick and absent, leaving ahout 200,000,
from.w hich again must be deducted. -
13;mv<~-l recruits, not Jess, i1 Lnagine;
Uian 66,000, leaving a balance of  240.060
men available. [+ must be remembered
:}l-‘u that the object ofthe Special Reserye
1s to support the Field Army, and that
within a few months, possibly within a
few weeks, of mobilization, its hest ole-
ments may he vut of tlie country; also
()_1;«1 in the spring we are peorer hy some
17,060 drafts (needed to keep regiments
abroad to theiy full strength) than in the
avlumn. Taking 240.000, however, as an
approximate figure ¢f more or less train-
ed mn available .the requirements that
would have to be provided out of that
number- for protecting the arsenals ang
naval hascs, and garrisoning -the. prin-
cipal places in Great Britain and Ireland
must be noted before any estimate can be
made of the farce that would be avasl.

more
attempted

dponsibities: are. varied,  and that

well |
equipped with quays and railway fa-|
ports. |

The German mercantile marine is .e- |

by - day the |

day by day the chances of success |

! to be 5x'cvided "i‘t of,ﬂ:&f number le

protecting the arsenals and naval bases,
and garrisoning-the * prin¢fpal place’in
Great Britain and Teefand,” must he not-
ed before any ‘estimate can he made of
the forces that' would be  available for
hame defence. For' these requirements
not less than 200,000- men would be ne-
cessary, leaving onl§ 40,000 citizens sold-
ier for the Home Defence Force, which,
at four to one to meet 150,000 invaders,
should amount to 600,000: TLarge® as this
proportion of untrained to trained men
may appear, it is the proportion -recog-
nized by all experiented authorities from
Napoleon’s time as the smallest that can
ba safely relied on in war. And in a lifé
and, death siruggle,.such as an invasion
of this country would mean for us,’ it
}\1)1'](! be folly, ifdeed, to trust to iy
tess number -of men. {Cheers). These ﬁg'-
ures are most 'disheartening, I may say;
appalling; the more so bhecause unﬁ] llim
country will agreé to a practical system
of military training, by which Mr. Hal
dane’s admirable frame-work can he fill-
ad in with the required number of sold-
ht to take {he field, they
the vy must . he ‘tied shores,
that the expeditionary force will be kept
ai homme by public fears, and that Brit
1sh diplomaey will ‘be d¢ prived  of  that
armed force withont
events have shown. diplomacy is of very
little avail. (Cheers). Thanks fto Mr.
Haldane, we are now gotiing

to em

which, as recent

) a4 satistac-
tary orggnizaticn, hut if we are
to provide against the possibility of
vasion, even five

tory n
In
hegin at

' once to get together the mater-
1al for ¥

a thoroughly useful Home Army.
| To argue that because the ceuntry is for
the moment- in no immediate danger we
need not make any preparation is to en.
('(:1;1».«:“ vn.xtiun‘ll neglect and the pro-
crastinating * weaknesss - for which we
have paid so dearly in the past—in fact,
to invite national yuin.

The more I veflect on ity the

2105 to me that

mere i
there lies in front of
the strangest spectacles that |
has ever heen witnessed in the world:
narrow w=2ats, oppesite our
within a fow hours’ steaming of
there is a people numbering
over- G0 millions, our most actiye rivals
In: commeree, and'the greatest militars
power in the world, no longer depending
upon her supremacy in cne arm, but add-
ng to an overwhelming military strength
a naval forea which she is resolutely and
rapidly increasing; while we, on:eur side
are not attempting to take any military
precantions in résponse. (Choers.) Gor-
many cannot justly be hlamed for the
situation; rather she should he praised
and her example followed, for her peo-
ple, by their industry, and by the advan-
tageous military training which every
able-bodied man receives, have made her
a great nafion. The reguire
ontlets for their commeree and their
steadily. inereasing. population. Te fulfil
this requirement fhey recognize the ne-

one ol
oss the

cQasts

Gérmans

cessity for. having”a strong’ navy,‘in dd-
dition to their matehlipis army, which is
essential to their existence in the very
contre cf Burope. Yo thati®two
centuries, my lord¥) we have r-m]-idmvd}
it necessary from “tinme fo time to in:
crease onr Navy, and. instead of taking
exception to Germany’s action—which we
mest certainly “have no'right to do—our
business i: te find ont ‘in what wav wa
are” likely to he afféctell “hy tliis grent
increase of sea power to Germany and to
adopt such ineasures as may he necessiry
for our own proteetion. :
: My lovds, T only "repent Hiess appeals
nidhedience 198 nost I SBIeMN convie- |
‘on. Words ‘cannot’ express the respon-
sibility which lies at this time upon the
members of Hoth branches of the' legisla-
ture.’ (Hear, hear.) We are not here
only, nor ‘even chiefly, for the purposes
of the moment. We are the trustees for
the future of the Empire. " Upon .what is
doné or neglected in Parliament bofore-
hand must depened sooner or later the
fate of England and of the British Do-
minions throughout the world. “Wa are
bcund in this House to look heyvond the |
bawling and bhrawling of ‘the d,n-\v and to'
uphold Fmperial poliey abhove the clam- |
or of selfish or shortsighted interests. Is .
noi this indeed, my lords, tha greater
part of qur daty? Unless we oceupy our
selves most ecarnestly and nnder a
of personal trusteeship of our count
umtinnnri from age to age, may be main-
ta'«?m-(l in Iim(' to tceme, we L;;mnm jus-
tify our existence over against the sub-
versive force challenging this House to-
(_1;1 » and we shall not escape the heavy
history. :

niot'e

ser

We are links in a
iving chain,

to pre

pledged to transmit intact
scerity the plorions
have raceived fram {hos
before us

heritage we
+ who have gone
in. this place. (Cheers)) Wa
‘:1'-‘:‘.' (.}m‘. the world 'is altering, and, in-
dec d, that the conditions of international
poiities in. heth™ hemispheres aro ching.
inz with unexpected rapidity. Upon ID;\'
one hand, it is agreed that naval develeop-
ment, inomany-countries simultaneconsly,

bringing abeut:a -fundame
n the' ¢onditions ' of
the other

ntal change
sea power. Upon !
hand, we, as an Empire, have!
the most extensive land frontier
'\u'l)(:(‘, »u!lh::u;:h cnr military
are insignificant by m‘»mpn.r;wn with
those of the Great Powers of Europe, !
and _\\(a{. It is the most vital m-(»«««it\“
Of our situation that wo should have i‘n'
the fulure, as in the past, not only lhu‘
strongest and mest powerful navy ne
complete strategic freadom for that l;‘l\‘\'
(Hear, heay.; 1 ader : =l
we can nevey

without a total

in ex-
resources

:.1‘_)1 eénjoy that freedom
caange in' our ilitary
arrangements. The navy, lxwxd(*r“]‘)l}]':’{:*i)}t
Ircumstances, is fettered to home n'u-i
ters, as it never was before, and without E
a military foree, sufficient of iiself to
invasion hopeless, and  to keep
dands secure undey Hin imitial cir-
A7 “. mn 1~..y.v \ it ‘1[10'!_“ must he
ta: evervone~who = il give the
111;“le~?'- a thought—that onr '.1‘““"('11‘\'
easness, if continued, will be :ln‘“ l)u.»
bable cause wof the. lijds of car n--\'qll
pPréemacy. <(Hear: Hear) Pl \ Aun‘\“';
pariy ql‘l{\ff.,n; it is essentiaHy o nﬂn‘m;
al WIeRLon  (cheers)—y question which
‘]I);n’l',x‘(fld't", l‘?(‘;xl\ ng from. the mw\\,
: ‘.L,l(v. 1 manm t my duty to lay be-
"‘".(.v your lordships an hoth sides of this
House. (Haar, fear). My feeling and con-
yiesien on this mattér are '\tren"lhmll‘l
by the evenis which at this ve - .
“I:_r!‘!d the horizon of the Bast of Eurgpe
u.rvl.n Uncertainty; and it iS myv .;\;)w)]('If:
|)}‘A!t‘| that, ‘without a military organiza
tion more adequate to the cer ¥ 15
cf the fature,
us. and. o
(Cheers.)

these new conditions i

LY moment |

: t rtain perils |
our Empire will fall from |

pewer: “will pass away.

Dynamited Himself.

_ Duluth, Dee. 17.—Claus Carisou, a
nomesteader living near Deer river. |
committed ' suicide today in a dra-
matic manner. Calmly seating him-
self on a box of dynamite, he attached
and Iit- a fuse and wag  blown to
atoms.  Before committing . the deed
he: called to several, friends present,

ablé the requirements that .would have

“Run for your lives, I'm going up.”

mean that |

years hence, we must |

i The

{Coroner’s dury  Urge

NO- INDIAN UPRISING
IS FEARED BY MORLEY

The Indian Secretary Unfolds a Plan
For the Reform of Governmeéntal

, Administration — To Give the
People a Greater Share in the
Government.

London, Dee. 18.—Lord Morley. th
‘Iluii;:n Secretary, speaking = in th
House of Lords yesterday aiternoon.
unfolded a plan -fox the reigrm of
governmental administration of . India,
opening with what he deseribed -u-<
i'll,_\'cl'_\' important chapter of the re-
| lations between Great dritain  and
India.”

Lord Morley made no attempt io
minimize the formidable diffieultie=
conironting the government gf India
| owing to the unrest and amarehy i

tthat part of the empire, hut he d«
preciated the alarmist
g the situation there

views regard-
He said there
was no fear of anything in the natur
of an upricing, but that a panie was
possible, :

Lord Morley, in presenting his pro-
{posals for reform, explained that he
"made no pretensions of inaugurating a
! parliamentary system in India. What

wanted to do was simply to as-
sign to the people of India « greater
share in the government of the coun-
{ without divesting the central
authority of any of its powers

To Reduce Armaments.

Buenos Ayres, Dee. 18.—It is re-
ported that Great Britaix has fender-
| ed her good offices ta the Argentine
Republic and Brazil with a view to
securing a diminution in the arme-
ments of these two countries.  ““The
Nation,” in making reference 1o this
matter expresses belief that the medi-
ation has been offered, but by the
United States through Secreetary Root

ON A. DESERT ISLAND.

Three Japanese Sailors are Left For
Three Months With Little Provision.

Midway Island, Pacific Ocecan, Dec
19—Stress of weather compelled the
Commercial Pacific Cable company’s
steamer riorence Ward, bound for
here and. Honolulu, to run. for the
Lee Nermes  islands, cighty miles
southwest of Midway. Arriving there
distress signals were obzerved on the
shore and men were sent out on a
small boat to investigate. They found
three marooned Japancse sailors, all
suffering from scurvy.

They said they had been for three
months without any food cxcept fish
and the flesh of sea birds. No fresh
water was oblainadle gnd they were
compelled .to drink crudely distilled
sea water.  The kindled a fire by the
aid of a watch crystal and the, rays

-

{ of the sun,

The, Japanese schooner Kleho Maru
put into- Hermes about July first and
landed four men to colleet the plum-
age of sea, birds. The sehooner depart-
ed a few days later, leaving a month’s
provisions for the men and intending
to return later and take them off. -

The vessel never returned and i<
“uppesedeto have beenslect Saon @ et
the departure of the schooner a tes-
rific storm broke and hugerseas swept
over the island carrying away most
of sthe: supplies- and effects of the
marooned men. On what was Jleft
they subsisted as long asz it lasted and
then f and sea birds were their
only feed. Omne of the four died of

osure and improper iood. The re-
maining three men could mot have
survived much longer.

PRISONERS ESCAPE AT BRANDON

Thought to Have Received Assistance
From the Outside.

Brandon, Dec. 19.—Aided it is be-
lieved from the outside Henry Woods,
alias Clement, and David Moultrie
sawed through the jail fence about
six this evening and escaped. Ffteen
minutes latéer  Clement reached the
livery barn where he was formerly
employed and asked for a change - f
clother.” Under a preténce of seeking
clothes the foremah telephoned for
the police. On the arrival of Ser-
geant  Cuarrie, Clement fled but sur-
rendered when the sergeant fired a
revolver. Both men were serving a
vear each for burglary, and Moulirie
had four concurrent terms fo serve.
men are regarded hard charac-
ters, particularly ‘Moultrie, for whom
the town and country is being scour-
od, As the men were only alone eight
or nine minutes and had no saws i
iz gronsidered certain that theéy must
have had outside assistance.  Clem-
ent denied all knowledee of Moul-
irie’s escape.

TROUBLE BREWING FOR C. N. R.

Rental for Union Station Privil-
eges in Toronto.

{ MacKenzie and Mann Have Paid no

Toronto, Dee. 13—There is every in-
dication of trouble between the
way companies arising out of the un-
ion station here. It appears that the
Canadian Northern railway-has nevel
paid a cent of rent to the Union Sta-
tion company, in two years, for the
use of track or office in the
main building. Tn addition to this
the Grand unk shuanifs Canadian
Northeim cosches, Tmakes up  their

| houses their engipes!™ Tt

I that at the néxt®nideting

comipany ‘in‘Januiry.’ adtion

will he taken to bring the C. N. R. {o
thne.

rail-

space

FATAL COAL OIL EXPLOSION.

That * Govern-
ments Imbose Greater Restrictions.

Virden, . Man., Dee. 18—The coron-
r's jury found that Michael Farrell
cams to his death bv burns from a
c¢nael oil explosion.  The jury- added
a cider that this case shows lack «f
covernmental supervision and much
carelessness in the whole matter of
handling, and added that the provi
1l and  Dominion government =
wuld grapple wille the difficulties in
4 more thorough and comprehensiv
way end additional precautions
should be exercised by the wholesale
and retail tood

s

trade. - It is understoc
that a chearge may be laid agains
Schurman, who was unable to app
owing to his inijuries:

WITH

PORK COMMISSION

The Park commission,
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proposed  est
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FARMERS MUST ORGA
“Organization” wm 4

These are \

heard e Iy

ers’ interests ~are under «

In the western province:

ers in Provineial l

“all fa

greatest need i operat
union. There » beer
tempts-to organize, and
Grange  has

wards union ai

ation. However,

f must £

e be a grand un
Experimental
tutes, Live Stock
ations and all
ganizations, and
ers’ council liet us
for a gigantic Farme
co-operation as the basis.
operation. or be trampled
other calllngs at
protect themselves, while
and day out plod to feed t
use their brains to get our
the -farm home worth protect
agricultural interests worth
ing? If ‘so rally round tl
ation Flag. Let the Colle
let the union proclaim
Farmers’ Institutes, Live
Dairy Meetings, and agricul
ganizations shout for co-
and union, and we will have
and not until 1

jolned

then will far
fully represented in our Pa
and exéreise their proper infl
all those great questions whil
our country’s welfare.”
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The Saturday market prese
unusual display=6f poultry a
ed meats. The turkeys ang
were of good quality and =old
Dressed chickens always sell
ing to appearance, and this i
tor which tco many farmer
forget. A bird may be
plump, but if it is discolored
the -skin removed in the pro
scalding- it is depreciated: in
of the consumer. A Tlittle a
to thi rill make a difference
quotation= for spring .

Thae coal and wood marl
dull.  There is no power
the consumer of coal
ter supply when th
low. Prices now
per ton, and -any
had, but people se
wait until cold and
when the fact -that the wea
rough and everybody wants cc
the price up to $5 per
the time to get a supply
coal at the rcek bottom p
3 . If coa nt any

mines would
snovels.

The feed
but under gcod
main firm.

Dressed Meats—Beef 3¢ to
Ib. ‘for the best and 4c per 1b
ferior. Pork va 2m G- te
coding to quality: Dressed 1
carcase sold at 7¢ per b, Fx
war meat -sold at 16¢ per |

Fish—Whitefish are

cents per b and trout

are §:

. -
marxKet S W

demand  pri

$14; upland $5 to $1
Green feed is selli
straw at $3 per

Batter .and
at 35¢ per
gelling at 2

Potatoes—Reeni)
centss per bushel.

Poultr
sold at
thers pla
Ib.: turkevs sold from
Ib.; geese 14¢ to 16e and ol
per Ih.

Coal and Wood—Market «
is worth $3.25 {o $3.50
wood at $2 to $2.50 ner log

Live Stock— Prices
at- steers 2'jc¢ to 3c¢;
calves 3¢ to 4e: <heep-
hezs weighing frem 175 to ¢
9)5c por 1b.
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