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THE INVASION OF ENGLAND
Lord Roberts' Speech in the House of Lords-1- A Powerful Plea for Home Defence by a Man 
Whose Services to His Country Entitle Him to be Heard—Command of the Sea, He Points 
Out, is Altogether Insufficient to Meet the Menace of a Land Force.

On November 23rd in the House of
Lords, Earl Roberts delivered his now -V,e *eW the-" then pointed out in no should we do anything of the sort?

mononvnrl A „ J A-' — — _________ ■_ . l i < 1 i e

soldier, whose unfitness for service in “Oi1r homes are in no danger ; why

No army i» needed for home defence, 
for we have the late Prime Minister's 
assurance that invasion is a matter

famous speech dealing with the possi- £n<1 thia
t is . sges civilian* who have not had 1hcbihty of an invasion of the English same opportunities for forming a cor- _ _

coaat Djr o, toreign enemy. Brief rect opinion on the subject, to think about which wè need not trouble "our- 
eable Condensations of the Earl’s that military- preparation and ado- selves.” This settled conviction -is 
speech were printed in Canadian nows- quate training are quite unnecessary, not confined to the proletariat, for 
papers-at the time. Copies of the and that all thàfc is required to ensure Lord Lovat can tell you mat at the 
London Times arriving in Montreal our country> safety is to have on public schools and universities which 
thi3 week give the speech in detail. paper a certain number of men, guns he visited when preparing a scheme 

Earl Roberts rose to call attention and horses, to be turned into a fight- • for a reserve of officers, one of the 
to Lord Tweedmouth's statement on nag force if the enemy will give ns chief reasons put forward by the mas- 
Jfay 13 last, and to ask if the Com- aix months' notice of his intention to ter3 and graduates for not responding

■âll|jimeÉMa6iiiÉeÉÉÉeiÉliÉe**ti I I • •• c - ■*mittee of Imperial Defence therein 
referred -to has arrived at any conclu­
sions with respect fo the necessity for 
guarding this country against 'inva­
sion,- and whether tiie.se conclusions 
demand a revision of the facts and

Mr. Haldane's Scheme.
I implore you, my lords, to study 

this question for yourselves, and to 
satisfy yourselvee whether the terri

figures laid down by the Chairman oi : tonal army, as at present constituted, 
the Committee of Imperial Defence ini v'^h be sufficient in numbers and effi- 
May, It 05 ; and to move to resolve: j oient in quality for what it is requir-

‘"That in the opinion of this House ; e<i. Consider whether a week’s or a 
the defence of these islands necessi- j fortnight’s training for two or three 
tates the immediate attention of His | years will suffice to make a lad, who
Majesty’s government to the provision 
(hi addition to a powerful navy) of an 
army so strong in numbers and so 

'efficient in quality that the most for­
midable foreign nation would hesitate

has never been drilled or has never 
fired a rifle, into a useful soldier. 
And as regards the much-needed sir 
months’ training, supposing for argu­
ment’s sake that we could calculate

to attempt a landing on. these shores” ; !on being given six months’ warning, 
and also to move to resolve, “That in can we feel absolutely certain that
the opinion of this House it is desir­
able, in view of altered strategic con­
ditions in the North Sea, that His 
Majesty's government should, follow­
ing the precedent set by Mr. Balfour 
in 1905. make a statement on the in­
vasion problem, and should state de­
finitely the conclusions arrived at âe
the result of the recent inquiry by the "their competitors in trade, who have
Committee of Imperial Defence 

Continuing, the Earl said:
My lords, during the last two years 

I have endeavored from time to’tiipe 
to induce your lordships to take into 
your serious consideration the vitally 
important question of home defence, 
but for some reason, unaccountable to 
me, my efforts have hitherto been in 
vain. I can understand the general 
public turning a deaf eat to warnings 
'hat are distasteful to them. They

the few patriotic employers who have 
allowed their men to join the territor­
ial army, and are good enough to 
spare them for a week or fortnight’s 
training yearly, would or could con­
sent to their being taken away for 
six months, during which time their 
business would go to pieces, while

refused to allow their men to serve 
their country, would be reaping great 
benefit from their selfishness and 
want if patriotism? My lords, a home 
defence army is either required or it 
is not required. If you come to the 
conclusion that it is not required • and 
that the navy can do all that is need­
ed, I would ask you what can be the 
object of spending vast sums of money 
on Mr. Haldane’s territorial army 
scheme. But if a home defence army

e for the most part so fully occupied >3 required—and the only purpose for 
with their own affairs and their in- which it can Be required is to resist 
dividual struggles for existence that 1 invasion, and that possibly without 
they do not trouble themselves much -my previous notice—then surely com­
ae to what is going on in the outside mon sense tells us that it must be on
world, but are content to trust the 
safety of their country to those whose 
duty it is to watch over it and to talcç 
all possible measures for its protec­
tion. That duty is yours, my lords, 
as it is the duty of those elected by 
the people to look after their inter­
ests. It is a sacred duty and I am 
deeply concerned it should be neglect­
ed and that the warnings of men, who, 
like myselt have earnestly studied the 
subject, against a danger which ap­
pears to us to be all too obvious, 
should have fallen hitherto on utter­
ly stony ground. For my uiroa, if 
you, who know from history the fate 
that _ overtook all former great, and 
flourishing maritime and commercial 
states which refused to undergo the 
personal sacrifice that alone could 
ensure the safety of their possessions 
—if you, who have the best means of 
ascertaining what is taking place in 
other countries, and who ought to 
be able to tealize that our naval supre­
macy is being disputed, can rest satis­
fied to leave matters as they are, and, 
ignoring the great responsibility that 
rests upon you, neglect to do all in 
your power to get this country placed 
in such a state of defence as would 
make even the most powerful foreign 
nation hesitate to attack it, I cannot 
help feeling that a terrible awakening 
may be in store for us at no very dis­
tant period. (Cheers.)

Specious Argument.
It is impressed upon the British 

public by a certain number of politi­
cians, whose sole object apparently is 
to reduce military expenditure, with­
out, any thought of the proportionate 
risk to the country, that an invasion 
is an impossibility, a mere delusion 
of a few alarmists, who regard the 
maritime advancement made by our 
continental neighbors iu the interest 
of peace and commerce as a pit-para- 
tion-for attack on theye isittuds. By 
still another school the people are tqjd 
that, as long as we have command of 
the sea, there is nothing to dread, for 
no foreign troops could ever land on 
British soil. And, my lords, they are 
entreated by a third party to believe 
that a second line of 315,00 citizen sol­
diers, officered by men but slightly ac­
quainted with the rudiments of sol­
diering, and with only the veneer of 
training which is to be given to such 
of" them as choose to receive it, will be

a scale and so organized as to ensure 
its being able to deal successfully 
with any troops to which it is likely 
to be opposed. (Cheers.) The ques­
tion, then, on which I desire to fix 
your attention is whether invasion of 
thift country is possiblec or is not 
possible, for it is upon the answer to 
this question that the necessity for 
our having an efficient army for home 
defence rests. The facts that my 
noble and gallant friend Lord Lovat 
and I are about tq place before you 
may, we hope, help you to come to a 
definite conclusion on this subject,- 
and, holding the views we do* it will 
'be an intense relief to ns ii we can 
Convince your loçdships that our de- ifence by discussing our army in the 
tensive, arrangements cannot be left same- way? (Hear, hear.)'. With "fc-
. . lL -.1   -V-L41 ..h-fz^rr : zvf + .... 4 " 'as they are without the ekfe'ty of the 
country being seriously endangered.

doubt, remember that Mr. Balfour, in 
hi»-position, as chairman o: the Com­
mittee of Imperial Defence,, made a 
speech in the. House of Co ..noons on 
May 11, 1905, in which he indicated 
the donclusione the com in it tec had ar­
rived at on the subject of home de­
fence. These conclusions were based 
on data furnished by the Admiralty 
with reference to France, which coun­
try Mr. Balfour selected because he 
said it is “the great nation which is 
nearest to us and from which invasion 
would .be the most easy.” But more 
recent enquiries -have shown that, al­
though the data may have come cor­
rect as to France in 1905, tney are 
not. correct as .regards Germany in 
1908. The conditions by which Mr. 
Balfour was guided are completely 
changed—as the right lion, gentleman 
stated at the time was likely to hap­
pen—and I trust it will be possible 
to satisfy your lordships that we can

to his call was their belief in the 
immunity of these islands from in­
vasion. His experience was the 
same when subsequently serving -on a 
War Office committee appointed -by 
Mr. Haldane for a similar purpose. 
It thus became evident to us that it 
was hopeless to look for any improve­
ment in the home army so long as 
this false belief in our security from 
invasion should so -widely exist, and 
we are determined to find out whe­
ther the information furnished to Mr. 
Balfour three or four years ago as to 
tiie power of France to invade this 
country was in all respects correct ; 
whether it was applicable to Germany 
at the present time, and whethep any 
fresh data regarding the movement of 
troops by sea could be obtained by a 
study of the Russo-Japanese war.

The Problem of German Invasion.
Great pains have been taken to get, 

at the truth, and our researches have 
proved that the question of invasion 
now differs materially from the aspect 
it presented when Mr. Balfour made 
his speech in 1905. To begin with, 
Mr. Balfour only considered the ques­
tion from the point of view of the n- 
vading farce coming from France, 
while wc have'gone into it on the sup­
position that it would come from Ger­
many. By taking France as an in­
stance of the quarter from which dan­
ger might arise, Mr. Balfour did so 
only to illustrate his argument. That 
did not imply hostility to France rr 
fear of France. So far was that from 
being the case that Mr. Balfour’s gov­
ernment was at that time drawing 
closer to France. What Mr. Balfour 
claimed, and was so well justified in 
claiming, when, he referred to Fraec, 
I claim for my analogous reference to 
Germany. (Hear, hear.) It implies 
no hostility, which it would lie im­
possible for me of all people to feel 
in the slightest degree. It implies no 
feat. What we arc bound to-do, with­
out offence or without suspicion of 
foreign countries, is to take their mil­
itary position into account in consid­
ering what ought to be our own mil­
itary arrangements. This is done ev­
ery day in case of the navy without 
•offence being meant or taken. -Wc are 
constantly — ministers, Government, 
aqd all—discussing our navy with di­
rect reference to the strength of for­
eign riavies. Why should we give >f-

to the requisite number of troops bo- we ’might at any time have to send 
in® speedily collected, as to the our home fleets, or portions of them, 
amount of* tonnage needed for the to distant parts of the world, to Asia, 
transport '(A the same being always Africa, America, Australasia, or even 
available# 6r as tb the great local fa- to places in Europe, as we have had 
cilities that éfcist for embarkation frequently to do . in days gone by, 
purposes. The only question that re- while a foreign navy—with ho" such 
mains is. the question of the, feasibil- responsibilities—might be collected in 
ity of keeping us in ignorance of what full force in-our immediate neighbor- 
was happening Until too late for us hood in a position to take advantage 
to prevent a landing. The question 
of absolute secrecy is one on which 
we do not insist. We hold that an

of the absence of our protectors.
The Growth of Germany.

However we look at it, is it not evi-invasien would be in the nature of a .
surprise, at a time when it was least dent that the danger which we insist 
expected, and when we might be—as,!» becoming every day more threaten- 
at the present moment—quite unpre-; "IF an(* the undertaking every day- 
pared for it. (Hear, hear.) We place1 more practicable? Within one single, 
no faith in our receiving sufficient decade Germany has- created, taking 
warning, and we lielicvc that, owing ships and men together, and counting 
to the entirely -different conditionsi intellectual organisation its well as 
which prevail in flieso two countries mechanical resources, the greatest sea 
what would be impossible in Great ! Power that ha& yet existed except, our 
Britain would be Unite impossible in own. At, this very moment, formida- 
Germany. The German government me—if perfectly legitimate and praise-

to he provided out Qf that number tftT
protecting the arsenals and naval bases, 
and garrisoning the jjriWJpal ^lace in 
Great Britain and ïeelan<f/ mùst ne not­
ed before any estimate can be made of 
the forces that would be available for 
home defence. For these requirements 
not less than 200,000 men would be ne­
cessary, leaving onfr 40,000 citizens sold­
ier for the Home Defence Force, which, 
at four to one to meet 150,000 invaders, 
should amount to 000,000. Large as this 
proportion of untrained to trained men 
may appear, it is the proportion recog­
nized by all experienced authorities frbift 
Napoleon’s time as the smallest that can 
be safely relied on in war. And in a life (

ISO INDIAN UPRISING 
IS FEARED BY MORLEY

The Indian Secretary Unfolds a Plan 
For the Reform of Governmental 

, Administration — To Give the 
People a Greater Share in the 
Government.

London, Dec. 18 —Lord Morley, tic 
Indian Secretary, speaking in the 
House of Lords yesterday afternoon.

is methodical, and in tin*1 of erftis 
would- practically become an execu­
tive despotism, with control over the 
telegraph and post offices, over the 
railways, and, above all, over_the 
press ; and- under such conditions it 
might be difficult., if not impossible, 
for us to ascertain what was going 
on. (Cheers.)

Eluding the Fleet.
Then the North Sea is open, and 

our coast line opposite Germany is 
extended. The German# have the

worthy—measures are being taken for 
tiii- further increase of that power. 
The German North Sea harbors are 
being improved. The Kaiser Wilhelm 
canal is to be widened and deepened. 
No ports in the world are so well 
equipped with quays and railway fa­
cilities as arc the German ports. 
None are kept so carefully up to date. 
The German mercantile marine is be­
coming each day more efficient in re­
spect of the number and speed of its 
large steamships. Day by day the 
period required for every stage of an

and death struggle, such as an invasion 
of this country would mean for 11-, it 
would lie folly, indeed, to trust’ to hriy 

j less nmillier of men. (Cheers). These fig- 
i urcs are most disheartening, I may shy*
; appalling; the more so because until the 
country win agree to a practical system 
of military training, by which Mr. Jfaf- 

: dune’s admirable frame-work eon be nll- 
■ f1 in with the required number of solri- 
iei* fit fii take the field, they mean that 
tin- Navy must lie tied to cur shores.
that the expeditionary force will lx- kept i f----------- *. . 11" -111 vu-ws ivy.11<L-
at home by public fears, and that Brit-1 nl8 the situation there. He said there 
ish diplomacy will lie deprived of that ! was uo ^ear anything in tile nature 
armed force without which, as recent: I of 1111 uprising, but that a. panic was 
events have shown, diplomacy is of very Passible.

chttide of landing at various places on ‘ invading operation is mad# shorter,

gurd, then, to Germany, my lords, 
wc have ascertained without the po.

(Cheers.) My lords, you will, no sibility of 'a doubt that vessels siiit-

îonger feel ourselves safe from the of troops in embarking and disem 
•• v.......i ;------i™» «««A ‘oat in-.d barking, with the education given topossibility of invasion, and that Lord 

Lovat and 1 arc justified in once more 
pressing the question of home defence 
upon this House. (Cheers.) Mr. llal- 
Iout, in stating the problem to the 
House of Copimona, assumed as an 
hypothesis that “our regular army was 
abroad upon some over-sea expedi­
tion, and that our organized fleets in 
permanent commission were absent 
from home waters.” He then pro­
ceeded to explain the amount of ton- 
nasre necessary for 70,000 men, winch 
was considered to be the smallest force

able
as choose to receive it, wiü be I ""n » _ i.» fttvor-blewithstand and repulse thefw*h wbWb ™d^the»f»t

Idghly-trainçd troops of a first-rate I the number of occupy a much shorter period than
military power. If the general pub- P®5 Zjtable for such a force avail- was supposed to be necessary for the 
lie are led astray m this way by those *‘”P8iv-noh norts throughout the smaller force. It is true that the dis-
l~ - W“-  *•"" year - the time required ' for embarka- lance is greater from Germany to

tion and disembarkation ; and the 
place# where landings were, most like­
ly to be attempted,

to whom they look for guidance, how 
is .it possible for them to come to any 
other conclusion than that there is no 
need Ho trouble ourselves about in­
vasion or to undergo the smallest 
personal sacrifice for our country? 
But you, my lords, have the means 
of judging for yourselves whether the 
politicians, in their anxiety to obtain 
fonde, for, no doubt, most laudable

The Sense of Security.
After discussing all the pros and 

cons as to the manner in which such 
an invasion would probably be carried

objects, may not reduce the navy and out, Mr. Balfour concluded with these 
cr-ny to such an ‘extent as would ren-1 words : “I trust I have convinced the

J - . « . * . . ,1 1 TT___  41» , * in Y hotzn «linTUVll-■r them incapable of performing the!House, that even in these *™Pr><£t- 
iHties for Which they are maintained, tions, unfavorable as they are (t 
Fbu *Outi be able also to satisfy us) ‘‘«crions invasion of these islands

is not, arpossibility which tre net-el <lis- 
cpss ’V This skrongly-cxnreRsed Pljin- 
of Mr. Balfour’s has had .a most un­
fortunate effect. (Hear, hear.) The 
War Office, which up to that time had 
been preparing a home defence array 
i quail to any emergency then con­
templated, at once stopped all schcifl

You _ .
vourselves Whether the navy -alone 
under all eventualities, cotrid ensure 
your slumbers never being disturbed. 
But whatever conclusions you may 
arrive at on these two points,-let me 

of you not to believe 
an iribxperienced, inadequate* 

ed second line of citizen sol- 
cope knocessfulty Witty the for resisting an invasion, nndjlecided, eL-itt>, all the

[y organized highly trained |tha* it wfl* only necessary Wprovide
— . ~ 11. 1 _ i ____ «- „4 .. zv# nmoll Tfliilc Gfthat would assuredly be select- 

an attack on this country. 
(Cheers.) Do not allow yourselves to 
be led away by specious argument, 
which 1s all the mere dangerous from 
the fact that it accords with what wc 
an would wish to believe. It really 
would appear that all classes in their

against a couple of small raid# of 
5,000 men each, while the puhljc ac- 
<-eptcd the statement with delight. It 
was, indeed,, just what they wanted to 
head. They were only too glad to 
have such high authority for confirm­
ing their belief that the military pre- 
ant ions against invasion are entirely

able for accommodating 200,000 men 
are at all times available in the j 
northern ports of Germany ; that, as ‘ 
the result of their new “service law.” 
by which the period with thç colors is 
decreased and the period in the re­
serve increased, that number of men 
could lie collected during several 
months in the year, in the districts 
nearest to those ports, without any 
fuss or mobilization arrangements 
being put into force; that the railway 
facilities arc such as would admit of 
an army of that strength being 
brought to I he several ports and em­
barked in a much shorter time than 
had been stated with regard to 
France; that, instead of three tons 
per man being required, as was pre­
viously estimated, ane and a half ton 
would be quite sufficient for all pur­
poses; and that, with the enormous 
boat accommodation of the big mod­
ern liners, with the frequent practice

tb- officers of the' mercantile marine 
serving in the reserve, and with the 
various mechanical appliances which 
uow exist, the disembarkation of Ger­
man troops could be carried out. far 
more expeditiously than had been 
thought possible in the case of French 
troops. In other words, our research­
es have proved that a force of 150,000 
German soldiers could be transported 
in the same humber of vessels that 
Mr. Balfour had been informed would 
be needed for half that number of 
French soldiers, and that the cm 
barkation and disembarkation would

England than from France to Eng­
land, but this is only an apparent dis­
advantage, for German ports arc 
really nearer to those places on our 
eastern coast most likely to be se­
lected for the disembarkation of an 
invading army, than arc the ports on 
which . our own fleets are usually 
based. (Cheers.) Then a glance at 
the chart of_tin- North Sea will show 
you that the German base is in a 
sense double, since it includes both 
tin- North Sea and the Baltic, and 
for naval purposes these two bases 
arc practically one. owing to their, ne- 
ing connected by the Kaiser Wilhelm 
canal.

Its Feasibility.
Another and most important advan­

tage to Germany is that, owing to the 
railways being in the hands of the

anxiety to give Mr. Haldane fair j unnecessary. My lords, I have 
play and help him in the arduous task good reason for knowing that this is 
he has undertaken, have become some- (the case, for, in my endeavors to con- 
what hypnotized. Soldiers appar- j vince our fellow-countrymen that it 
e'ntly forgetting their Well founded is their eacred duty to ptepare thera- 
and etfronglv expressed convictions of : selves to take a useful part in the 
only a few years ago, seem now pre- j defence of tlieir own homes, I am 
pared to trust the eame stamp of frequently met with this response :

preliminary • arrange­
ments, up to- the actual despatch of 
t he troops, could be carried out, with 
infinitely more secrecy than in 
France. Another and equally impor­
tant advantage is that, owing to the 
North Sen being less crowded with 
shipping than the English Channel, 
onoe the German transports had 
started, they goulil proceed to tlfeir 
respective objectives with much less 
chance of being detected than would 
be the case with French transports in 
the channel. With the facts we arc 
able to give you, my lorfls, and which

our shores, and up to the very end 
we might remain in ignorance as to 
their intentions. Even if the surprise 
should fail and we knew that the Ar­
mada bad started, our fleets might 
miss what they were hunting for; 
they might, so to speak, grope vainly 
for their object in the metaphorical 
initial “fog of war,” intensified as it 
might he by an actual sea fog in the 
English Channel which constantly 
causes such disaster to our shipping, 
and they might, rtever have the oppor­
tunity to strike, as has happened over 
and over again with our most expe­
rienced commanders. There is, there­
fore, a chance, and a very serious 
chance, that a German army might 
get. into this country as a result sim­
ply of the the efficiency of the meas­
ures taken to secure secrecy, and 
against this the utmost strength ami 
resources of our navy can give us no 
protection whatever. (Hear, hear). 
The Germans are perfectly awfire tnat 
it would be essential for their trans­
ports to elude onr fleets. In order to 
effect this—the only obstacle td a suc­
cessful invasion of these isles— 
would they not naturally and necessa­
rily resort to every deceptive device 
of war? Would they not try to mislead 
and distract the fleets? They would 
most assuredly n«it confine them­
selves, as we have always hitherto 
been asked to believe, to one large ex­
pedition offering the broadest target, 
and enabling ns tt)'1 concentrate our 
efforts on that target., which would oe 
greatly t<r simply dur'problem. Would 
they not*-ather draw us and otn at­
tention away frntni tÿeir main objec­
tive by -despatching idni- ok two small 
raids,- which we admittedly could not 
be sure of intercepting, to points oth­
er than those selected for the land­
ing? Our naval fwticcs might he en­
tangled in the pursuit ofothone.minor 
expeditions, an*,.'Why# wv #ln>uid In- 
engaged in trying to deal with tlicnr, 
the main debarkation might be taking 
place undisturbed. (Hear, hear.) It 
is surely quite clear tliaf if wc have 
to depend upon a brief warning either 
from our agent# abroad, or upo» qui­
ts conting system on the seas, we could 
not be certain for some time whether 
wc bad--, to deal .trit'h the expedition 
meant to act as a. teint or with the 
real attack. I will,, not now attempt 
to work thia out in detail, but that 
such methods might succeed at sea, 
ns they have repeatedly succeeded in 
surprise operations on land, must he 
quite obvious. (Hear, hear.)

But let us take |hc next point in 
connection with the secrecy essential 
to the successful landing of the main 
invasion. It must bo perfectly well 
known to the German General Staff 
and the German Admiralty that we 
might be more effectually distracted 
by false information than by silent 
secrecy. A rumor might be allowed 
to be spread abroad at the last mo­
ment that an attack would lie made 
on certain points of our coast,- where 
no attack was really intended, or a 
raid of from ten to fifteen tnousand 
men, or a couple of raids of that 
strength, might actually be sent 
towards those points when their ob­
ject had been attained. Anyhow, my 
lords, it seems- clear to me that we 
have really no guarantee whatever 
that our fleets would certainly suc­
ceed in intercepting the main Arma­
da of a German invasion. It would 
lie folly, my lords, to shut our eyes to 
the possibilities,! have endeavored to 
describe ; at any rate, nobody can 
now deny that they are possibilities, 
and not—as the people of the country 
have been assured—impossibilities. 
Grave responsibility rests upon any 
one who misleads our countrymen by 
encouraging them to continue in their 
lielief that an invasion of those shores 
i# impossible. (Cheers.) 1 think ybu 
must know that Lord Lovat and f 
have no private ends to serve, and 
that tiie safety of our country is our 
only aim. - Therefore, when we tell 
you, after the most matured consider­
ation, that it is our firm conviction 
that it. is perfectly possible for our 
fleets to be effectually misled and 
evaded, and that this country might 
be invaded before linving the. oppor­
tunity of bringing her tremendous sea 
power into play, you mast, 1 think, 
agree that, when a serious difference 
of opinion exists- on'sueh a vital 
point, it ia wiser to place mirselve# on 
the safe side by acting as if the dan­
ger were a reality,, rather than bv al­
lowing ourselves td he persuaded by 

who denv Hu- danger to take no 
steps to meet it. However much we 
may desire peaces surely the start­
ling events that -have occurred in the 
near East within the Inst t\v<* months 
must have brought it home to the 
luoât careless observer that nothing 
can save a eountrv which is unpre­
pared to protect itself and safeguard 
its own possessions. No alliances, no 
treaties, avail. Every nation must 
depend upon itself, and if. as t have 
frequently said before, we continue to 
neglect to take the' most ordinary pre­
cautions, we may some day find our­
selves at the mercy of tiie invader and 
forced to submit to' the most ignomin­
ious terms. (Cheers.) And I would

we have been at pains to verify, 11 remind those who think tlmt n power- 
think you must realize that in GCr- ful navy is all we need that our re- 
many there would be no difficulty as 3ponsibï?itiee ,are, varied, and that

day by day the chances1 of success 
are increased. Severe as has beeta the 
financial strain lately, there never 
has been in the German parliament 
anything like such a large majority 
in favor of' naval developments as 
there now is. And the point which 
Lord Lovat and I particularly desire 
to impress upon this House and upon 
the country generally is that we can 
never he certain of defeating an at­
tempted invasion bv naval means 
alonei Even those who persist in be­
lieving in the improbability of such 
an attempt ever being made must ad­
mit that it is tho improbability that 
constantly happens in war as in poli­
tics, and "that it is the unexpected 
that most, often succeeds in war. 
(Cheers.) It is calculated that there 
are 80,000 Germans in the United. 
Kingdom, almost all of them trained 
soldiers. They work many of the ho­
tels at some of the chief railway sta­
tions, and if a German force once, got 
into this country it would have the 
advantage of help and reinforcements 
such as no other army on foreign soil

The Command of the Sea Argument.
I will not take up much more of your 

time, but before T put the motion that 
stands in my name there are two peints 
to which 1 wish to draw special atten­
tion. One is that, for the purpose of in­
vasion, it. is not an absolute necessity for 
a nation to have command of the sea in 
the sense that command of the sea is 
generally understood. Local or tempor­
ary command would suffice. The Ger­
mans are fully aware of this, and in 
-General Bronsort yon Scheliendorf’s 
text-book on “The Duties of the General 
Staff," after pointing out how in former 
wars “the want of a strong navy has 
been bitterly felt,’ and explaining hew, 
in order “to co-operate effectively, the 
army ami navy ltiust have ;i common ob­
jective—namely,. the rapid destruction of. 
thoi enemyX-force*"—hrv gov* otx to s^\ 
“the advantages!of gaining the command 
of thp, sea, at least for a time, and there­
by making possible the transport of 
troops by sea, may justify the loss of our 
own fleet.” (Cheers). These are remark­
able words, not only because they repre­
sent the best German teaching on the co­
opération of the two services in war, but 
because they convey a warning which 1 
•mesi earnestly beseech you, and the 
country general, to take to heart. 
(Cheers).

The other point is that, no matter how 
strong and powerful our navy is, the 
mam preventive of invasion is a numer­
ous and efficient home army, and the 
main temptation to invasion is the want 
of sueh an army—the knowledge, in fact 
that the country to lie invaded is depend­
ent for its defence upon an uncertain 
number of inadequately trained citizen 
soldiers. Even if our navy were double 
as strong as it. .i* relatively to that of. 
others powers, the necessity for main­
taining a sufficient and efficient citizen 
army for home defence would still be an 
essential condition of pence and security 
as well as of public confidence. (Cheers), 
That citizen army must be numerically a 
certainty, and strong enough, and suffi­
ciently trained, to enable it to hold ts 
own successfully against at least 150,000 
highly-trained continental soldiers. In 
order to do this and to, meet the other 
many demands that would he made .upon 
it, the citizen army must consist of a 
nvllion of men, If you will bear with me 
for a few minutes longer I will explain 
why such a large number is necessary, 
what the territorial army now consists 
of, and how impossible it. would he for 
it .even if it ever attains its established 
strength, to do all that is needed. 1 ex­
pressly refer to the territorial army be­
cause that is the only portion of our 
military forces i he condition of which 
affects the question at issue, for it stands 
to reason that there is much more 
chance of an invasion being attempted 
when the regular army is abroad than 
when that army would he available to 
take part in the defence of this country.

The actual situation, tfiy lords, at the 
present moment is .t< follow*: Strength 
of the Territorial Force, say men>
Strength of thp Special lîesewe, say fiO,- 
OOOtnet surplus of Regulars after the des­
patch of the expeditionary force, which, 
owing to the Army ltesefve being tempo­
rarily increased by the reduriion of bat­
talions- ami this three years’ enlistment/ 
scheme introduced by Lord Middleton, 
row stands at a higher than the ndfmal 
figure, say 03W- total • available for 
tome defence, say, .IVUmO, Front-, these 
hgim s mii-m be deducted 15-pier cent ., for 
fcick and nbsepf, leaving about 30(1,(l$0, 
from<which again must be deducted ,mv 
traim-.l recruits, not |v«, 1 imagine,
Gian (>0,1)00, leaving a bain me of 240,060 
men available, if Iu.ust be re me mitered 
also that the object of the Special Reserve 
is to support the Field Army, and that 
within a few months, possibly within a 
lew weeks, of mobilization, its l>est ele­
ments may he out of the country ; also 
i-.hat in the spring we are poorer by some 
17,(Mtil drafts (nvt-dod to knt-p n'giuterit' 
abroad to their full d,-o„Klh) Lli.m in the 
autumn. Taking liW.IKXi, however, as an 
.approximate figure cf more or lose train­
ed lilf-n available ,t.lie requirements that 
would liavo to be provided out of that 
number for protecting the arsenals and 
naval bases, and garrisoning -the prin­
cipal places in Great Britain and Ireland 
must lie noted before any estimate can be 
made of the force that would be avail­
able the requirements that would have

unfolded a plan foe the relft»». ]oi the 
governmental administratioji of India 
opening with what he described a- 
“it very important chapter of the re- - 
tâtions between Great Britain and 
India.” ,

Lord Morley made no attempt to 
minimize the formidable difficulties 
confronting the government qf India 
owing to the unrest and ataarchy in 
that, part of the empire, hut he- do- 

| predated the alarmist views regard-

little avail. (Cheers). Thanks to Mr. 
Haldane, we are now getting a satisfac­
tory military organization, but if we are 
to provide against the possibility of in- 
lasinn, even five years lienee, we must 
begin at once to get together the mater- 
ial for n thoroughly useful Home Army. 
To argue that because the country is for 
the moment in no immediate danger we 
need not make any preparation is (o en­
courage national neglect, and the pro­
crastinating weakness* for which wo

Lord Morley, in presenting liis pro­
posals for reform, explained that he 
tiiade no pretensions of inaugurating a 
parliamentary system in India. What 
he wanted to do was simply to as­
sign to the people of India a greater 
share in the government of the coun­
try without di vesting the central 
authority of any of its powers.

To Reduce Armaments.
Iiuenos Ayres, Dec. 18.—It is re­

ported that Great Britait lias fender-.-mug wt-aKnesss lor which we r',ilni mu i vireai mi util uns irniter- 
Uave paid so dearly in the past—in fact. I ‘‘d jlf‘r good offices to the Argentine 
to invite national ruin, Republic and Brazil with a view to

The more I reflect on it, the mere u I securing a diminution in the armis 
sc-. io- to me that there lies in front of 1 nients of these two countries. “The 
us one of (lie strangest spectacles that | Nation,” in making reference to this 
has ever been witnessed in the world, I matter expresses belief that the medi- 
Aeroçs 111# narrow -seats, opposite our «tion has been offered, hut by the 
siiores within .a few hours.' steaming of United States throughSeereetary Root.
our coasts, there is a people numbering 
over-fit) millions, onr most active rivals 
in commerce, and-(he greatest military 
power in the world, uo longov depending 
upon her supremacy in one arm, but adif* 
ing to an overwhelming military strength 
a naval force which she is resolutely and 
rapidly increasing; while we, on.our side 
are not attempting to take any military 
precautions in response. (Cheers.) Ger­
many cannot justly be blamed for the

ON A. DESERT ISLAND.

Three Japanese Sailors are Left For 
Three Months With Little Provision.
Midway Island, Pacific Ocean. Dec. 

Ih—Stre.ss of weather compelled the 
Commercial Pacitic Cable company’s 
steamer Florence Ward, bound for

situation • rather sho should*1h» praised ^ .?nd- Honolulu, to run. for the 
and her examnlo >oiïnxvn,i i»«». Ja/. Loe^Nermes islands, eighty mile*and her example followed, for her peo­
ple, by their industry, and by the advan­
tageous military training which every 
able-bodied man receives, have made lier 
a great nation. The Germans require 
outlets for their commerce and their 
steadily increasing population. To fulfil 
this requirement fliev recognize the ne­
cessity for having-irsfrohg' navy, in' lid-

. r.v vAi.-nitu- III I 111? YT-IX

cot!lie cf Europt'. For 'moi'e “liliifil txvb 
centuries, my lords, we have considered 
it necessary from time to time to in* 
crease our Navy, arid instead of taking 
exception to Germany's action—which we 
liicSi gertainly have no right to do—our 
business i, tc find met in what w-av we 
are’ likely to lie affected by this great 
increase of sea power to Germany and to

dition to their match!!'.-, àrmv, which is “““ onus, mo iresn
essential to .their existence in the very 'vatw *a,5 obtainable and they were

southwest, of Midway. Arriving there 
distress signals were observed on the 
shore and men were sept out on a 
small boat to investigate. They found 
three marooned Japanese sailors, all 
suffering front scurvy.

They said they had been for three 
months without any food except fish 
anil the flesh of sea birds. No fresh

compelled .to drink erudely distilled 
sea water. The kindled a fire by the 
aid of a watch crystal and the, ravs 
of the sun, I

The.. Jajxanese schooner Kleho Mai n 
put into Hermes about July first and 
landed four men to collect the plum­
age of sea birds. The schooner depart­
ed a few days later, leaving a month ’

adopt such measures as may be necessary j Provisions for the men and intending 
for our own protection. to return later and take them off.

Ify lords, I only repritit these appeals Tl*e vessel never returned and 
M -«hhdffmce til1 A ’most naiti’Atri coriVfe- 
iun. Wards cannot express the respon­

sibility which lies at this time upon thé rmc siorm nroae ana Jiugcseas swept 
members of both branches of the legisla- oyer the island carrying away most 
turc. (Hear, hear.) We are not here °f the supplies and effects of the 
only, nor even chiefly, for the purposes' marooned men. On what was left 
of the moment. We are the trustees for they subsisted as long as it lasted and 
the future of the Empire. Upon .what is then fish and sea birds were their 
done or neglected jn Parliament before- only food. One of the four died of 
hand must deponed sooner or later the exposure and improper food. The re­
late of England and of flic British Do- ' maining three men could not have 
minions throughout the world. AVo are survived much longer.
bound ill this Hou-ur to look beyond file ------------------------------------
bawling and brawling of the day and to'
uphold Imperial policy above the clam-1 PF,|SONERS ESCAPE AT BRANDON
or of selfish or shortsighted interests. Is ._. . --------
not this indeed, my lords, the greater ThouS'H to Have Received Assistance

Brandon. Dec. 19.—Aided it is be-
coiitinusd from »«, L," „..... ......y - lieved from the outside Henry Woods.to t^nôg wê J ™ain’i aUae Clement, arid David Moultrie 
tif.v our existence over agafost the snh S?W%- thr0U?h the- i»H C nee about 
versive force ehallenmna *i ; V MX thls evening and escaped. Ffteenday, and°ivo “TtTsc^c ^

judgement of history. We ,m- links -, 7 bFn ,whc” ,h9 was formerly
livinc chain liloiltrM i. -4 • V . employed and asked for a change - f
t» prrsteri'A' Me * „ lniact Mother. Under a pretence of seeking
have vxeivci frciii^hosv wl. wp clothes tile foremafi telephoned for
before ^ f‘. On the arrival of Sei-
k-ow that the wort l’is altering and in U !! ST'u' G1,lmCnt ,lpd bu.t ^ 
deed, that ihG rnnditmo. or r* î- Î rendered when the sergeant fired a
politics in lx:th )tPmi<nSpvGin ernat!onal ; revolver. Both men were serving a
ing with unexpected riuiidiiV^TnT'Tb y°nr 080,1 for and Moultri<‘
onp li.ond ii i<P,<r,Po,i ti.Lf n.;t [ ^°n <ho had four concurrent terms to serve, 
men.. tnm nt shn,HtV r'?- 'Tho mf>n are regarded hard charac-
is bringing about i fimdanmnirt T ' ’ ' tels- particularly Moultrie, for whom 
in tbcB foKndirions’ of seT™ ! 'T TlZ** iS, bei^,seout-
the other hand, we, „s an Empire havei"’' h- mfn WC^‘ ?nlJ al0nc elSbt 
tile most exiensive lend ’ !or mne minutes and had no saws it

nn Asia II is the most vital necessity
Ot Alll* Cltnn f i>,m 41__J , i - *

-* * - “O*-. ncYTri t tttXti tltTM a-OCI 1-
-tttipa#***» *n|re. keeiitlw».**» **wt
the departure of the schooner a ter­
rific storm broke and hnger8ea# swept

' - *----mo ((HMtVI
part ot our duty? Tinier we occupy our- 
selves most earnestly and under a' sense 
of personal trusteeship of our country

• '«ial nncessi r v
of onr Situation that we should have ii, 
ho future, as in the past, not only the 

Strongest and most powerful nuvv, biv 
complete strategic freedom for that navy. 
(Hoar, hear.) I ndrr these new conditions 
»e can never again enjoy that freedom 
Without a total change in onr militari 
arrangements. The navy, under present 
circumstances, ,s fettered to home wn-
a nViti? n.PV°r "'a< 'rf0rP‘ ',n‘l "-itho.it 
a militai y force, sufHcieut cf itself to
X±-lrrn r°p"Ies2’ •'>n<l to keej 
t e-, -lands secure under ttie initial cir.
ph’n T^e01 W‘1r’ must bolus"

............ hi,ug’it—that ri'nr m'‘Htàïv
weaanes,. „• continued, will be the p.m

, l , <-'heers)-a question which 
hênche ier f,'°m the cross
foe on, . T! ' " -W.-du^r to lav be.
roU01,sidp'
V • IL- 1 tee,IlnR jind cou-
liv ii 1,ns ”,a^r are strengthened 
by. the even.S whirl, this very moment 
Cloud the horizon of the East of.Eurqpe' 
witu iincerlmnt.v; titfil it is ,uv absolute 

net that, -without a military organiza- 
tion more adcquhle to the certain perils
us and “If* °ar Emp,.“l "ill fall from Us ami eftr power will 
(Cheers.)

TROUBLE BREWING FOR C. N. R.

Mackenzie and Mann Have Paid no 
Rental for Union Station Privil­
eges In Toronto.

' Toronto, Doc. 13—There is every in­
dication of trouble between the rail­
way companies arising out of the un­
ion station here. It appeals that the 
Canadian Northern railway.has never 

„n< . .*? keep ' paid a cent of rent to the Union Btu- 
r tiie lmtiet ni,._ | ( jon company, in two years, for the 

’ track or office space in the 
main building. In addition to this 
the Grand Trunk shunts Canadian
.Northern ..... chits, makes up tlfeir
trains raid houses their origïptÿi Tt 
is lielirvcd that at the nrixf-ni^etirig 
of the-’ company in Januitvy. rietion 
will be taken to bring the C. N. R. to 
time.

pa>

FATAL COAL OIL EXPLOSION.

Coroner's Jury Urge That Govern­
ments Imoose Greater Restrictions.
Virden.. Man,, Dee. 18—The eorrm- 

er’s jury found that Michael Farrell 
c mi - to his death bv turns from a 
vie] oil explosion. The jury- added 
a rider that this ease shows lack of 
governmental supervision and much 

Dynamited Him^ifT carelessness in the whole matter of
• hnnnlinp, and i»tided that the provm-

Duluth, Dor. iTy-rrCUius GariHOii, a ‘cial and Dominion govornmont-
nomesteader living nvar. Deer river, I should grapple with* tho difficulties in 
committed suicide today in a dra- a mow thorough and comprehensive 
matic manner. Calmly seating him- way end additional precaution^ 
self mi a box of dynamite, lie attached should be exercised by the •wholesale- 
and lit a fuse and was blown to and retail trade. It is understood 
atoms. Before committing the deed that a chcarge may be laid againsi 
Îîü ca,,c^ *° fipyeral, friends present, Schurman, who was unable to appear.
‘Run for your lives, I’m going up.” owing to his injufio^

WITH
PORK COMMISSION

The Park commission, 
sittings throughout the pil 
past summer, to secure 
regarding the hog industr| 
proposed establishment 
packing' plant," will hold I 
session on Monday moral 
o’clock ill tin- Board of Tl 
N. H. Sorenson, late of Deil 
be present to give evident* 
co-operative scheme in vog| 
mark in connection wifli. 
trig plants .and creameries 
etisen has expert informati| 
question and will - be a hie 
commission his experieneel 
bacon industry, as it is crni 
the Danish ffetters. C. Ml 
rv commissioner of tin- proa 
be present to act as inteif 
Mr. Sorensen.

The members ,of the port 
sion are R. X. Wallace, Hj 
chairman ; .Tames Bowers 
and A. G. Harrison, Edmon

FARMERS MUST ORG/j
“Organization” and 

.These are the two words 
heard everywhere today wl 
ers’ interests -are under coni 
In the western provinces a if 
ers in Provincial and local 
organizations are, keeping 
to the front the idea of,a na| 
(“ration " to repri sent thé 
interests of all Canada. T| 
in Ontario has often been 
hut probably in no more ii n| 
ner than by President Brtf 
recent convention of the tfij 
perimental Union :

“For years.” said Pr e-id. i| 
“all farmers have realized 
greatest need is eo-oiieratl 
union. There have been s| 
tempts to organize, and pal 
Grange has done about as 
wards union as any other, 
a tion. However, it aj. 
f armers must organize on I 
lines than have yet been effel 
there be a grand union of till 
Experimental Union, Farnn| 
tûtes, Live Stock and !)..ir 
ations and all other utnicul 
ganizations. and in this gr| 
ers’ council liet us discuss 
for a gigantic Farmers’ T'tfl 
co-operation as the basis, 
operation, or be trampled u| 
other callings a re joined in 
protect themselves, while 
and day out plod to feed til 
use their brains to get our ml 
the farm home worth protect! 
agricultural interests worth! 
ing? If so rally round the 
a tion Flag. Let tho College I 
h t the union proclaim it I 
Farmers’ Institutes, Live St| 
Dairy Meetings, and agricul| 
ganizations shout for co 
and union, and we will have 
and not until then will fail 
fully represented in nur Pail 
and exercise their proper infll 
all those great questions wliil 
our country’s welfare.”

♦ COMMERCIAL MARKE
♦

The Saturday market presil 
unusual displa.vtctl poultry ail 
ed meats. The turkeys an! 
were of good quality and soldi 
Dressed chickens always sell! 
ing.to appearance, and this if 
ter which too many farmers ! 
forget. À bird may be go! 
plump, but if it is discolored r 

■the skin removed in the prog 
scalding it is depreciated in 
of the consumer. A little «I 
to this will make a difference 
quotation- for spring chicken!

The coal and wood market! 
dull. There is no power to f 
the consumer of coal to buy 
ter supplv when the temper! 
low. Prices now are $3.25 «1 
pel' ton, and any amount of if 
had, but people seem to pr| 
wait until cold and stormy 
when the fact -that the weal 
rough and. "everybody wants cof 
the price .up to $5 per,ton. 
the time to get a supply of M 
coal at the reck bottom pride 
veer. If coal went any fowl 
coal mines would,likely lay a-if 
shovels.

The feed market is well si 
but under good demand prig 
main firm. 1

Dressed Meats—Beef 5e to I 
lb. for the best and 4c per Ibl 
ferior. Pork varies fern 6c tr, 
coding to quality. Dressed 
carcase sold at 7e per lb. Fs 
bear moat sold at 16c per lb.

fish—Whitefish are quote 
cents per îb and trout 12c to i! 
lb.

Feed—Oats are worth 25c| 
feed barley 25c and malting be I 
to 4Ce. Feed wheat is worth 
60c pi'r bushel.

Hay—Timothy is quoted atl 
$14; upland $5 to $10, slouch $f 
Green feed is selling at $7 to | 
straw at $3 per load.

Butter .and eSgs—Eggs or - 
at 35c ner dozen. Good bu| 
selling at 25c to 30c per lb.

Potatoes—Receipts .‘ire light! 
cents- per bushel.

Poultry—A bunch of live 
sold at 18c lier lb. ; chickens i 
lbi-rs plucked sold at 12c to 11 
lb. : turkeys sold from lie to 
lb. ; geese He to 16c an 1 ehick| 
fK-.r lb..

Coal and Wood—-Market diHl| 
is worth $3.25 to $3.50 per to 
wood at $2 to $2.50 per load,

Live Stock— Pjices at 
at steers 2ljc to 3c; cows 2c 
calves 3c to 4c: sheep-5c to 5 ’ 
hogs weighing from 175 to 250 
5,'jC per lb.

SATURDAY'S GRAIN MAR?
Winnipeg, Man.. Die. 20. 

came lower front Liverpool a I 
the absence of. any definite. ne| 
gossip was full of rumors and 
but most of them had tittle 
the markets, which were de 
dull and rather weak. Tiler 
some activity in Winnipeg Dei 
and it closed tip but Januuj 
eil ’, and may and July each ’.. 
Cash wheat was tmchanged| 
littfe offerings; all Mimn-aie 
Chicago options had a small !


